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than moſt others with which it is preſented. 
Tux palates of the generality of readers, 


like thoſe of the generality of eaters, are much 
vitiated ; and the man in his ſudh, as well 
as the man in the 4izchen, muſt contrive ſuch 
courſes for entertainment, as are adapted to 
their preſent taſtes; otherwiſe they will be 
like unſucceſsful in their attempts to pleaſe. 
Diſbes, which are made up of mere triſes, and 
have nothing to recommend them but their ao- 


why, or the art and dexterity of the hand that 
. Proputes 


\ ERMONS, I know, are a diſh, that 


is frequently ſerved up to the publick; 
though probably leſs reliſhed by it, 
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prepares them; eſpecially if but heightened 


with a few inflammatory and high-flavoured 


ingredients; will be frequently preferred to 


wholeſome and ſubſtantial ford, ſuch as is fitted 
and deſigned by God himſelf for the pleaſure 
and ſupport of his rational creatures: not- 
withſtanding the former ſhall bring on many 
painful diſorders, and probably an immature 
death; and the latter ſhall be the means 


not only of preſerving health and life, but, in 
5 n bloom and vigour. 


I is 4 pity that the FRO taſtes of men = 


ſhould be ſo far depraved, as we too often 


. find them : but their intellectual depravity i is 
greatly to be lamented: — that they can be 


fond to ſpend their leiſure-hours in the pe- 


ruſal of plays — of novels, and romances; 
which generally yield nothing more than a 
_ tranſient amuſement to the mind, or produce 


a pleaſing emotion of the paſſions — rather 


than in books which are calculated for the 
improvement of their morals, and to excite 


their deſires and endeavours after the attain- 


ment of that felicity, which is without mea- 


ſure, as it is without end. 
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| Wenz men's judgments properly rectified, 
and did they clearly view things with the eye 


of reaſon ; they would act in matters of this 
nature, like prudent managers in ſecular af- 
faits what was merely pleaſing would give 
place to that which is profitable too; and 
the invitations to entertainment would only be 


complied with, when the demands of tereſt 

had been ſufficiently obeyed. 7 
 Tir.LoTsON and Sherlock, &c. would then 

be at leaſt as frequently conned as Shakeſpeare 


or Richardſon, &c. nor would the former 
become a prey to duſt and worms, any more 
than the latter are permitted to be ſo. 

Fo expect men to have always in their 
bands a ſermon — or a prayer-book, would 

be very unreaſonable and very ridiculous : 

but for men, who are compounded of body 
and foul, which according to their preſent 
behaviour are eternally to exiſt in bliſs or 
wo — ſeldom, or never to have either; bas 


certainly a very unpromiſing appearance; and 
ſeems to betray too much indifterency for 
what ſhould be their f, as it is indeed 


their moſt momentous concernment. 


— 
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IT may perhaps be ſaid, that there are o. 
ther books beſides ſermons, that will inſtrug 
them as well in their duty, and teach them 

as perfectly the way to happineſs. 
Bur ſuppoſing this to be true—yet at the | deſe 
ſame time I muſt believe, that whoever has whic 
a ſincere deſire to be ſo inſtructed, and to a 


5 learn his way to happineſs—as the deſign of may 

N 7 ſermons is generally for that purpoſe, cannot lick- 
= conſiſtently with his own principles have any bot! 
=: en to the peruſal of them. _ WE not! 


| InSomucH that Mr. Stackhouſe i in his i in⸗ S 


1 EsPRCIALLY if it be allowed, that there to fir 
i is as much and as ſound theology to be found i hours 
N in our Engliſh- ſermons, as 1n any other fe be! 
if cies of compoſition. 5 HEAD 
| il traduction to his body of divinity obſertves were | 
"5 that a very learned and judicious author friend, 
. (Bacon of advancement of learning) ſuggelt- Ways e 
g i | ed this thought, which principally induced WF nore 

| | | him to engage in that excellent work: — {ay di 

| | namely, that, if the choice and beſt obſer- theme 

. vations which have been made diſperſedly 3 in being 


our Engliſh-ſermons, were ſet down in à Binind j 


i | continuance, it would be the beſt work in lem o 
ö | - Pda divinity 
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of the apoſtles.” 


| whatever the ill- natured part 'of 


not inſtigate me: and were there not other 


have left the buſineſs of publication to ABLER 
HEADS. 
SEvERAL of the ſermons at the time they 


ways declined, as imagining them to proceed 


ny diſcernment of merit in the diſcourſes 


- themſelves. But the circumſtances of things 
in being changed, have produced a change of 
a nnd in me, and have diſpoſed me to ſend 
in Wim out into the world with : an humble hope 


divinity that has been wrote ſince the time 


IAM however very for from being. 10 
weak, to think that the following ſermons 
deſerve to be ranked i in the number of thoſe 
| which gave occaſion to this obſervation. And 
ankind 
may conjecture from my making them pub- 
lick —vanity, I can honeſtly aſſure them, did 


motives, which I muſt leave to their ſagacity 


to find out, I ſhould have confined. my la- 
| bours within the circle of my own cure, and 


| vere preached, I was deſired by ſome of my 
friends to publiſh : but theſe requeſts I al- 


more from their partiality to me, than from 


that wy 
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that they may ſomewhere or other be pro- 
= ductive of ſome good in it: and if they ſhall 
1 but prove in any ſort inſtrumental in prevent- 


ing the miſery, or promoting the bleſſedneſs 
of a SINGLE sou; I ſhall eſteem it a fingu- 
lar felicity and an ample compenſation for 
the labours of my whole life : and if they are 
read with the ſame ſpirit and deſign with 
which they were wrote,—this is a hope, 
which as I cannot but be willing to indulge, 
ſo J am certain, I ſhall not indulge in vain, 


SERMON l. 

FROM A SHORT SURVEY OP 
DOCTRINES, 

THE UNREASONABLENESS AND 


' DANGER INFERED OF A 


DISBELIEF AND REJECTION OF THEM, 


SER 
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"SER M N . 
MATTHEW xii. 33. 


Errnes | MAKE THE TREE GOOD, AND 
178 FRUIT GOOD, OR ELSE MAKE THE 


TREE CORRUPT AND ITS FRUIT cok- | 


RUPT : FOR THE TREE Is KNOWN BY 
IIS FRUIT. 


| VR bleſſed gn 3 in the 


and dumb; the people, (it is ſaid) were 
amazed. at the power by which he ated; 
andat ſuch a wonderful exertion of it, were 


honeſt enough to infer his Divine Miſſion, 
and diſpoſed to acknowledge, and receive 


him for their Meſſiah : But the phariſees, 


whoſe malice Was without baun as it 
B . WAS. 


face of the multitude cured * 
demoniack who was both blind 


2 Denn 9 —— 8 . 8 . 


4 SERMON I. 


Was without cauſe, were bie not only 


to be proof againſt all conviction them. 


ſelves, but to endeavour to prevent the con- 
viction of others; and therefore as they 


had no pretence to ſupport them in the de- 


nial of the miracle, the beſt expedient, 
in their opinion, was to mis-impute it. If 
the ſpectators might have been induced, 


from ſuch a demonſtration of ſuper- natural 


power reſiding in Jeſus, to embrace his 


- doctrine, and to become his diſciples; the 


phariſees knew how, by an odious i Impu- 
tation, ſo to diſparage it, as inſtead of ve- 


neration, to raiſe in their hearts indignation. 
and abhorrenge : His power was very ex- 


traordinary they were obliged to confeſs ; 
but then they declared it to be not divine, 


but diabolical ; and that therefore though 
Je caſt our devils, it was only by the au- 


thority and co- aſſiſtance of Beelzebub their 
prince. But how effectually does our Lord 


refute this invidious charge, by remarking . 
the impoſſibility of ſuppoſing the devil to 
lend his power, and to be in confederacy 


with another 1 in order to enable him to 
oppoſe 


SERMON I. 


eſtabliſh amongſt men was entirely deſtruc- 


tive to that of Satan, it is plain beyond all 
contradiction, that he muſt act by a power 


repugnant, and ſuperior to his; which 
evidently appears from this familiar eluci- 


dation, that no man can enter into a ſirong 


man's houſe and ſpoil his goods, except he 
firſt bind the ſtrong man, and then indeed 


be may ſpoil his houſe. With great pro- 


priety therefore does our Lord appeal to his 


| perſonal conduct and doctrines, as an unde- 
niable proof that both he and they were 
derived from heaven. Either make the 


tree good and its fruit good, or elſe make 


the tree corrupt and its fruit corrupt; for 


the tree is known by its fruit. If what 


he did, and taught was holy and virtuous ; 


he himſelf, in all equitable conſtruction, 


muſt be judged to be fo: fince in this 


reſpect, in moral and natural ſubjects the 


caſe is the ſame, the quality of both may 


ſurely be determined from their ſeveral 


productions, Every good man, as well as 


5 | 
oppoſe and defeat his own views and de- 
ſigns. As the kingdom which he came to 


B 3 every 


6 SER M O N 


every good tree, will bring forth good fruit; 
but a corrupt mind and a corrupt tree will 
bring forth evil fruit.{a) Wherefore as our 
Saviour, upon another occaſion concludes, 
; 10 their 2 I Jour know rem. De 


1 sHALI therefor big! live i in the firſt 


place, to take a ſhort ſurvey of our Saviour's 


life and doctrine. And ſecondly to make 
8 55 an obſervation or two from it. 

A5 firſt then as to his life, one of his 
own apoſtles has given us this epitomy of 
it, that he went about doing good; (h a truth 
which the peruſal of his hiſtory will abun- 
dantly confirm; ſince there we not only 
find his conduct was pure and irre proach- 
able, but that it was his conſtant employ- 
ment to diſpenſe bleſſings to mankind, to 
diſplay his omnipotent goodneſs for their 
comfort and relief. The blind received 
Their þ ght, and the lame walked ; the lepers 
were cleanſed, and the deaf heard ; the 
dead were raiſed up, and the poor had bis 
89/þel preached fo them: „e . inſomuch that 


(a) Mat. Vil, 17 and 20, (4 Acts x. TY 2 Mat. xi. 5 
almolk 
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SERMON. I. 7 


almoſt every page is pregnant with inſtances 


of his tender commiſeration and regard for 


the afflicted; how readily he inclined his 
ears to their cries, and imparted to them 


his almighty Help. If humility and meek 
neſs are amiable virtues, theſe he exem- 


plified in a moſt amazing degree, chear- 


fully condeſcending to the meaneſt offices, 
and patiently enduring the worſt of abuſes 


and indignities. So univerſal was his charity, 
that it extended even to his bittereſt enemies, 


returning their implacable malice with ex- 


preſſions of kindneſs and love, and praying 
for his rude and barbarous murderers, in 


L the midſt of their cruelty and inſult. What- | 


ever things are pure, whatever thin ge are 


lovely, whatever things are of good report, 


whatever, in ſhort, became that high cha- 
racter in which he appeared were all com- 
priſed in his own behaviour. And what 
we find he was in himſelf, he ſolicitoufly 
endeavoured to make all his followers; ad- 
ding ſuch uſeful precepts to that moſt per- 
te& pattern which he has ſet them, as if 


anly obſerved would both render our pre- 


B 4 1 8 . 
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ſent ſtate a much more comfortable abode, 
and entitle us to the unſpeakable joys of 
an endleſs life. An indulgence of any of 
- thoſe paſſions, ſuch as pride, envy, and 
revenge, which now ſo much diſturb and 
diſquiet mankind, is utterly repugnant to 
his will and laws; and lowlineſs of mind, 
mutual forbearance and affection, the 
grand principles of ſocial happineſs, are 
conſtituted the diſtinguiſhing marks of his 
diſciples. Oppreſſion, injuſtice and fraud, 
the great occaſions of variances and com- 
plaints, would entirely be baniſhed from 
Human ſociety, did every individual ac- 
cording to his direction honeſtly appeal to 
the deciſion of his own breaſt, for the 
regulation of his dealings towards others; 

and offer no treatment to any which his 

own heart ſhould inform Mos he would 

be unwilling to receive. All thoſe 

gratifications which might prove injuri- 
ous to the peace of our neighbour, or 
indeed to our own health, our reputation 
or eſtate, are prohibited and denied us; 
but whatever pleaſures may be enjoyed 
OE ws with 
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below the dignity of a rational exiſtence, 
he has no where diſallowed, but left free 
to all. 


* dende has wade a difference in 
the: largeſſes, and has been more liberal 
to ſome, than ſhe has to others; the abun- 
dance of thoſe, according to his appoint- 
ment, ſhould be a ſupply for the wants 
of theſe: /a Every man according to his 


reſpective ability ſhould diſtribute to thoſe 


an affectionate father to all his creatures, 


| there is no condition incident to any of 
them, which his goodneſs has not provi- 
N dently conſidered, and made the beſt pro- 

viſion that can be for their eaſe and felicity 


init ; inſomuch that did mankind univer- 


| ally and invariably adhere to his preſcripts, 
there would be much more good, and much 
| leſs evil in the world, than at preſent we 
| experience ; and inſtead of being plagues 
i and torments, it would be our daily Prac- 


(a) 2 Cor. viii, 14. | 
tice 
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ep and innocence, and are not 


that need; Zhat he that bath gathered 
E much may have nothing over, and he that. 
| bath gathered little may have no lack. Like 
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| tice as it is our indiſpenſable duty, to ad- 
| miniſter help and comfort one to another. 


welfare terminates not in this preſent life, 


he has opened to our view a moſt glorious | 
proſpect beyond the grave, ſo hath he 


there: which is not only the greateſt en- 


ſeecure our obedience to his laws, but the 
beſt conſolation and ſupport, which in the 
5 day of adverſity the afflicted can receive. 
He has communicated to us a knowledge 
much ſuperior to any we could have arrived 


ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that we are compoſed 
of an immaterial, as well as a material 


though * to mortality, ſhall at a cer- 


Bor our bleſſed Saviour's concern for our 


but extends itſelf into another: And ag 


taught us to fix our hopes and expectations 


couragement which could be propoſed to 


at whether from nature, or any antecedent 
revelation, both of the terms we ſtand in 
with our Maker; and of the means how 
to render ourſelves and our ſervices moſt 
acceptable to him. He has given us the 


ſubſtance; that the one is proof againſt 
the power of death; and that the other, 


tain 


SERMON I. 1 


tain period of time, be recalled to life and 
live thence forward for ever. 


: THAT therefore there is nothing in this - 
6 preſent ſtate, that can deſerve much of 
45 our attention and regard, ſince it is only 
R a ſhort paſſage to a boundleſs eternity; : 
2 momentary probation for an unalterable 
* condition: That there is an awful bar 
© of Divine Juſtice at which we muſt all be 
PD | arraigned ; high and low, rich and poor, 
che one with another; to give an account of, 
* and to receive according to, that we have 
ge i done in the body, whether it be Ihe or 
:a whether it be bad. 5 
dent Ar upon examination, it mall appear 
dan that we have behaved well, that is, ho- 
50 neſtly endeavoured after a conformity to 
moſt his example and commands; he has pro- 
1 miſed, that the fruition of God and Heaven, 
poſed ; of inconceivable bliſs and glory, ſhall be 
aterial i our portion and recompence for ever : But 
again | Wan have behaved ill, that is, lived i ms. 
_ | ntempt of his authority, and in the vio- 
_ ation of his laws; a dreadful and irrevo- 


cable ſentence ſhall then pals upon us, 
which 
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which ſhall Ss us to never cealing irs 


5 ments both of mind and body; ; to the worn 


that never ſhall die, and to the fire that 
never ſhall be quenched ; where ſhall be 


| weeping and wailing and gnaſhing of teeth.(a} 


Sven was the life, and ſuch. are the 


doctrines of the holy Jeſus; both mani - 


feſtly calculated for the happineſs and 
improvement of human nature, to raiſe it 


to the higheſt pitch of perfection and feli- 
City that it is capable of in its preſent ſtate, 
and to prepare it, for a much more exalted 


5 degree of both in a ſucceeding one. Pity | 
it is, that a regard to our true welfare 


cannot prevail with us to copy after this 
divine exemplar, and to conform to his 
excellent precepts! For was this our 
care and ſtudy, as: world would be 


quite a different ſcene from what we find | 
it; and both as ſingle individuals, and 


members of ſociety we ſhould reap the 


bleſſed effects of ſuch a change of conduct. 2 
For it cannot be denied, that many of 
the evils under which we labour, are the 


(. Mark i ix. wm cc. 8 
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| our duty to reſtrain and conquer. 
How numerous are the evils ordinarily 


occaſioned by pride, revenge, and covet- 


ouſneſs, of which by our complaints we 


ſeem to be ſenſible, though it is in our own 
power to remedy or prevent them, by a 
| firitadherence to the Goſpel dictates? For 
it is there that we are all enjoined to be 


clothed with humility : {a} and not t9 


| think of ourſelves more highly (nor of others 
more contemptibly) than we ought to 


think :(b That whatever ſuperior advanta- 


zes we may be bleſſed with, they may be 


matter of gratitude to the donor, but none 


for boaſting ; f c} ſince as there i 1s nothing. 


(4) 1 Pet. v. 5. 4) Rom. xii, 13. qr 1 Cor. iv. 7. 
which 


natural conſequences of our deviations from 
theſe rules; not only thoſe which affect 
our bodies or eſtates, (and which we too 
commonly owe to the violations of the 
laws of ſobriety and temperance) but thoſe 
unhappy differences which deſtroy the 
| peace and harmony of families and neigh- 
E bourhoods; and which flow from the in- 
| dulgence of ſuch ugly paſſions, as our re- 
| ligion and the author of it, tell us, it is 
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which we have not received, ſo is there 
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no womt 5 glory as fn wwe had not received i t, = 

| Ir is there that forgiveneſs of injuries is ab 

a arifſah upon us from conſiderations the Wi ing 

| moſt important that can be, as the terms 8 
and condition of our own forgiveneſs with = 
God: and ſo far are we from having a li- A 1 
berty to purſue with a malice not to be . 
appeaſed, an indiſereet word or action, E 
that we are commanded to love even our nab 
enemies, {a} to return their malevolence Am 
with acts of good-will, and to endeavour to | 145 
ſubdue their, worſt diſpoſitions with all the . 
expreſſioge of beneficence and affection. | entia! 
Ie the worldling would ſeriouſſy conſult Wl hed 
theſe ſacred pages, he might be convinced "Dp 
that his fond attachment to Mammon is beate 
utterly inconſiſtent with a due regard for fortitye 
his Maker : and that inſtead of oppreſſing o 6:0; 
and defrauding his poor brother, and TIO) 
taking the advantage either of his ignorance | Soy 
or neceſſities to enhance his own fortunes, | "is bs 
he is indiſpenſably obliged to aſſiſt with his be rev 
advice, with his purſe, with his power g Laupen 
whoever ſhall ſtand in need of wy or all ot Wn: piri 


(a) Mat, v. 44+ 


them. 3 


| them. Such excellent proviſion has the 


| thing but a hearty compliance with the 


inhabitants of that bleſſed place. 


and virtue cannot ſecure us from; which 


o ſtrongly aſſures us of the infinite good- 
dels of the ſupreme governour of the world, 


ious purpoſe. in every diſpenſation : and 
lie reward it propoſes for our future re- 
ompence muſt be ſufficient to buoy up 
bur ſpirits anger his leyereſt infliction, and 
make 


— 
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merciful Redeemer of mankind made for 
our preſent felicity, that there wants no- 


evangelical directions, to introduce a hap- 
pineſs, like that which was feigned of 
| the golden age: to make earth in ſome 
fort refemble heaven; and man to bear 
much nearer ſimilitude to the glorious 


Axp thoſe evils which our utmoſt piety 


ie either natural to our ſtate, or provi- 
lential appointments, the goſpel has fur- 
niſned us with ſuch powerful remedies and 
lupports under them, as muſt greatly al- 
kviate their preſſure, or enable us with 
fortitude and reſignation to bear them. It 


that we cannot but be certain of ſome gra- : 
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make us rather rejoice with joy unſpeah- 
able and full of glory, ſa in hopes of 
ſhortly attainin g to a more abundant fruiti- 

on of it. 

How rugged me the pach of life 3 

be, fo ample a remuneration in view muſt 


greatly animate us in our progreſs : and 


the difficulties and impediments we meet 
with on the road, will appear trifling and 


inconſiderable, whil& we look forward to 


the end of our journey, and contemplate | 
the immenſe reward of our pains and pa- 

tience. This is the greateſt encourage- 
ment we can receive, to make us proceed 
with reſolution and ſteadineſs; till our 


faith, from which now our conſolation 


5 flows, is realized in viſion, and our higheſt 
expectations exceeded in the joys and bea- 
titudes of eternal glory. 


STRANGE it is, that the Jews could not 


be prevailed upon to embrace a religion in 


itſelf ſo amiable, and promiſing ſuch great 
bleſſings, both here and hereafter; eſ- 


pecially when it came recommended with 
all the e of divine approbation, 


by v 


and 
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and God ſet fo undeniably the ſeal of his 
omnipotency to confirm the verity . 
But much more ſtrange is it, that thoſe, 
who have no prejudices of education to 
conquer, who have been brought up under 
its influences, in a country where it is 
publickly profeſſed and revered, ſhould 
yet endeavour to overturn the belief of it, 
by weakening its evidences, and depreci- 
ating its author, not only to expoſe them- 
ſelyes to the moſt fearful deſtruction, but 
by their ſophiſtry and ſu ggeſtions to ſeduce 
the weak, and encourage the wicked in 
their impiety, and to their ruin. 


hour this leads me to the ſecond thing I 
propoſed : to make ſome obſervations upon 
this ſurvey of our Saviour's life and doctrine. 


Now if ſuch is the converſation and doc- 
tines of the holy Jeſus; (as for the truth of 
the repreſentation I appeal to all who know _ 
them.) In the firſt place, 1 obſerve, how 
unreaſonable it is, to cavil and raiſe ob- 
|<Qions againſt either, when it is the ma- 

„ „„ mien 
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nifeſt deſign of both, to procure our hay. 


is nothing 1 in the goſpel, whether we ſup- 
poſe it to be true, or not, but what every 
man who properly conſults his own in- 
tereſt would wiſh to be ſo: the duties 
contained in it are ſo confiſtent with our 


chives, . i rene i ARE Pra 2 dare 11 6-4 


the conſequence to all, that woeful ex- 
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pineſs here, and to prepare us for, and 
lead us to an happineſs for ever. There 


rational natures; ſo mainly, conducive to 
the peace of ſingle individuals in particy- 


lar, and to the order and well being of out : 
the community in general; z that every man | _ 
that would paſs his days in reſt and quiet- WW ue 
neſs, will find himſelf obliged to uſe his 5 ea 
| beſt endeavours to promote the belief and Wi en 
practiſe of them. 1 W's 
Axp whoever may be reſolved to be imo 
under no reſtraint from them, but to fol- _ 
low without controul the dictates of his nd ut 
vitiated appetites and paſſions ; if other ly 1 ne. 
men ſhould think and act as he does (an Fratify 
every other man has the ſame right with Ger if 
any one man) and an univerſal licentiou'- 1 
neſs ſhould enſue; fo dreadful muſt be 1 $a | 
em, 


pericnce 3 


1 
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perience would ſoon convince him of his 
error, and give him ſufficient cauſe to 
condemn and deplore the liberty he had 
taken. Did Chriſtianity, as in its infan- 
cy, Expoſe its profeſſors to reproach and 
perſecution: did they ſuffer in their health, 
their reputation, or eſtate, by adhering 
| toits commands; this might furniſh us 
with ſome plea in behalf of thoſe, who 
| would gladly baniſh it out of the world: 
But when the reverſe of all this is unde- 
niably true; when it is evidently calcu- 
hkted for the attainment and preſervation. 
> every thing which is really valuable; 
it leads us to conclude, that it muſt be 
the depravity of their principles, and the 
mmorality of their lives, which can ſet 
men upon a conduct, otherwiſe ſo ſtrange 
and unaccountable. For if they are ſtrong- 
ly inclined to vice, and determined too to | 
ratify their vitious inclinations, no won- 
ler if they entertain an unfavourable opi- 
on of a religion, which would lay them 
under obligations to ſuppreſs and conquer 
mem. Whatever is an enemy to their plea- 
OY Þ ſures 
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ſures, and muſt prove a check and impedi- 


ment to their purſuits, they will naturally 


wiſh to remove out of the way; and when 
once men come to wiſh their religion falſe, 
the next ſtep is to endeavour to argue 
themſelves into a perſuaſion that! it is ſo, 


Ap the ſame reaſon (bad as it is) may 


| be aſſigned for their taking ſo much pains 
to invalidate the evidences of the ſoul's 


immateriality, and of its future and eternal 


exiſtence. For there is ſomething ſo me- 


lancholy and ſhocking to the human mind 


in the apprehenſions of annihilation, or 


an inſenſible ſtate; that where i is the man, | 
was it ſubmitted to his option, whether | 
to be, or to ceaſe to be, if he is not quite | 


deſtitute of all hope of the divine favour, 


that would not joyfully embrace the for- 
mer; that would not chooſe to have his 


powers of thinking and acting continued 


and enlarged, rather than to be deprived of 
them, or to have them extinguiſhed for | 
"everT. Non-entity indeed is preferable to a 


miſerable exiſtence; and more eligible! s 
it 
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it to have no ſenſes, than thoſe which 
only can ſerve as inlets to torment. Con- 
ſiſtently therefore do thoſe wretches be- 
have, in founding their beſt hopes, i inan utter 
extinction of their being, when from the 
goſpel conditions, they can collect no 
title, or aſſurance, unleſs to the dreadful 
puniſhments therein denounced. But how 
mean · and abject muſt be that ſoul, which 
for the ſake of ſome beaſtly gratifications, | 
can willingly forfeit its birth-right in hea- 
ven, and relinquiſh the higheſt and moſt 
raviſhing Joys, which a good man muſt 
Always feel, from the ſure expectations of 
a bliſsful eternity. . 
Bur ſecondly, I obſerve, that the conſe- 
quence of a diſbelief and rejection of our 
Saviour's doctrines in all likelihood will 
prove ſo terrible, that it muſt be the high- 
eſt pitch of madneſs to rely and venture 
our all upon it. Before a man ſhould dare 
to give himſelf to the ways of ſin, he 
ought to have an abſolute certainty, that 
he is at no time to be accountable for it; 
otherwiſe he runs ſuch fearful hazards, as 


-C LY every 


every N man would be careful to 
aydid: For were the arguments produced, 
equally ſtrong in ſupport of the negative, 
as the affirmative ſide of the queſtion; nay 
could we ſuppoſe ſome degree of probabi- 
lity in favour of his infidelity ; this would 
be far too little, in a caſe of ſuch infinite 
importance and of ſo tender a nature as the 
loſs of a ſoul. If it is not as clear as de- 
monſtration can make it; if upon the 
whole there remains the leaſt reaſon for 
diffidence or doubt, no wiſe man would 
purſue any courſe, however pleaſin g, which 
for all he can determine, may ſhortly ter- 
minate in endleſs miſery. But when the 
goſpel verities are ſo credibly atteſted, | 
that no unprejudiced mind can withhold 
its aſſent from them; when the duties ſet 
forth areagreeable toour reaſonable natures; | 
and the futurity aſcertained therein, ſuch as 
our own minds fore-bode, and the general 
ſentiments of mankind agree in; there 
' ſeems no room for incredulity here; and 
nothing but extreme perverſeneſs and 


blindneſs « of heart, could prevail with any 
| man, 
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man, to with or to think them falſe, and 


to expoſe his ſoul to never-ceaſing torments, 
without ſo much as a well-grounded con- 
jecture, to countenance l error and prac- 
tice. 


which in this caſe they will not pretend 


to aſſert; their danger muſt become ap- 
parent, in proportion to the degrees of 


darkneſs and uncertainty, with which to 
clude it, their arguments are clouded. 


And why ſhould they be ſo imprudent to 
expoſe themſelves to danger to overturn a 
truth, which, only ſuppoſing them to live 
like rational creatures, (and ſuch they 
would be ſuppoſed. to live) may ever- 
latingly advantage, but cannot Fe 


injure them. 


Ir the preſent ſcene of ate is all that 


THAT they who renounce all belief and 
obedience to the goſpel, run ſome riſques, 
the moſt ſanguine of their tribe muſt be 
obliged to allow : Nay! unleſs they could 
prove their opinion to be indubitably true, 


7 


is allotted us; if death which diſſolves our . 


irame, puts a period to our being for ever: 
Cc " . 
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if that which is ſo wonderful in its opera- 
tions, which thinks and reflects, which 
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judges, accuſes and acquits, is of the ſame 


common maſs with the brute creation; 


we have yet the ſatisfaction in the mean 
time to think that we behave like men; 


that we are ſerviceable in our generation, 
and have nothing to fear beyond the grave. 
If there is no future life and bleſſedneſs 
prepared for us, but all the evangelical 


promiſes prove nothing but pompous pa- 


rade; we are however ſure of this, that 
5 there is no miſery awaits us: and we have 
ſo acted our part, that we may march off 1 
the ſtage with triumph and applauſe ; men 
| when we are gone will revere our me- 
mories, and mention our names with re- 
ſpect. The* bittereſt enemies to the chriſ- 
tian religion can threaten its friends with | 

nothing worls than this; and though it 1 


(a) Quod 6 in hes erro, quod a animos hominum immortales 
eſſe credam, lubenter erro: nec mihi hanc errorem, quo | 
delector, dum vivo, extorqueri volo: ſin mortuus, ut quidam 
minuti philoſophi cenſent, nihil ſentiam, non vereor ne 
hunc errorem mortui e irrideant, BT 


cult 


q 
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muſt be confeſſed to be ſhocking to a 
mind, that indulges the pleaſing hopes, 
and fond defires of immortality and glory ; 
yet how infinitely ſhort of that inconceiv- 
able wretchedneſs, which (ſuppoſing chriſ- 
tianity to be true) its vilifyers and deſ- 
piſers inevitably incur. When the ſoul, 
inſtead of dying with the body (as their 
fears would incline them to wiſh) ſhail 
ſurvive the mortality of its companion, 

and wing its reluctant flight, into the 

boundleſs regions of eternity: when 
death inſtead of cancelling the remem- 
brance of their evil doings, and burying 
al in an eternal oblivion ; ſhall introduce 
them before the awful tribunal of their 
ncenſed and almighty Judge; who (as 
the apoſtle expreſſes it) ſhall | execute 
judgment upon all, and convince all that are 
ungodly among them, of all their ungodly 
deeds which they have ungodly committed, and 
if all their hard ſpeeches, which ungodly in- 
erg ' bave Jets a him. ( a 75 5 


(a) Jude, Xv. | | | 
WHETHER, 
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3 
„ . Wnurr rk, upon this fair compariſon 
| does the condition of the infidel or the 
5 believer appear more eligible? Whether 
* does it ſeem more prudent to refuſe to 
| comply with what chriſtianity preſcribes, 
becauſe it is poſſible there may be no here- 
- after ſtate; or heartily to conform to its 
excellent preſcripts, becauſe 'tis more than 
probable there will be one? Dreadful is 
the hazard we run in the former caſe; 
| but in the latter, we run none at all: for | 
lit we are pious and virtuous we are ſure 
_ either not to be, —or to be eternally bleſſ- f 
3 ed: but if we are unholy and vitious, 
* we have every thing but experience to Wil , 
convince us, that we ſhall not only live 1 
for ever, but live too in the moſt inſup- ; 
portable tortures of remorſe and pain: 3 
and whether it is reconcileable with com- ; 
mon prudence to make ſuch a choice as | 
| may ſubject them to ſo dreadful a cataſ- * 
trophe, I ſhall ſubmit to dheir own cool 1 
_ reaſon to determine. 1 he 
3 Bur laſtly I obſerve, that however men i 
—_ 8 this character may endeavour to deceive : 
8 - themſelves, | ay 
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_ themſelves, firſt in their purſuits, and 
ſecondly in their reſource, we who ſeem 
to entertain no doubts nor diſparaging no- 
tions, either of the divinity or the doc- 
trines of the author of our religion, muſt 
make it our eſpecial care ſtrictly to imitate 
his example, and to live up to his pre- 
cepts: He who was infinitely good in 
| himſelf, and has taken infinite pains to in- 
| duce us as near as may be to a reſemblance 
of him; may reaſonably expect us to bring 
forth abundantly the fruit of good works, 
as he has plentifully afforded us the means 
of doing ſo: how zealouſly ſoever we may 
de advocates i in his cauſe, this is the only 
gn of our being his true diſciples; for 
that the tree is known by its productions, 
is applicable to the ſervants no leſs than 
the Lord. If our actions are corrupt, there 
needs no other proof that the principles 
ate the ſame from which they flow; and if 
theſe are ſound and clean, according to 
the purity which our religion preſcribes, 


it will be eaſy, it will be natural to ſhew _ 


fuch a converſation « as becometh the goſpel of 
Cbri org 
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Chriſt. ſa Let us then as our bleſſed 


5 reproach to our profeſſion. The more 
perfect was he, to the greater diſadvantage W 
muſt we appear; who with the aſſiſtance 

ol ſuch a guide and ſuch rules to conduct 


of error rand vice, 


Lord did for the conviction of the incre- "= 
dulous phariſees, ſo for our own conviction = 
and ſecurity, appeal to our works as the Ml ** 

ſureſt teſtimony of the ſincerity of our faith mw 

and love: : and whether we will be pre- * 
vailed upon to make this appeal or no, 

other men in paſſing a judgment upon us 55 
will take that liberty; and God himſelf + 
at the laſt great day will determine by ” 
them our everlaſting doom. It will then PE 
be an infignificant plea that we have called 5 
him Lord, if we have neglected to per- 
form what he has commanded ; to have Fee 
acknowledged his life and doctrines to 
be pure and holy, if our immoralities haye | \ 
been a contradiction to our belief, and a nite 


us, could wilfully deviate i into all the paths f 


5 ni! 27. 


„„ 


LET us then, as we value his preſent 
and eternal favour, make it our firſt and 


” principal care, 70 be holy as he was in all 
8 manner of converſation : ſince to tread in 
f thoſe ſteps in which he has gone before, 
5 is the only means to arrive at that place of 
# beatitude and glory, where he now for 
" ever dwells ; not only receiving the infinite 
us 


eternity. 


Wnten that we may, God of his infi- 
nite mercy grant, Sc. 


ii on 
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recompence in his human nature, to which 
his meritorious ſervices ſtand entitled, but 
preparing manſions of bleſſedneſs for our 
reception, if with a ſincere, though im- 
perfect obedience, we ſhall deſire and en- 
deavour to be like him now, and to all 
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AND HE WAS AFRAID, AND SAID, How 
 DREADFUL 1s THIS PLACE q THIS 1 

NONE OTHER BUT THE HOUSE OF GoD, ; 
AND THIS 18 THE GATE OF HEAVEN. 


\HESE a are the words of the is Slate 
Jacob, occaſioned by a viſion with 
which he was favoured in his journey to 

Padan-aram: for being benighted and 
obliged to take up his reſt in the open air, 
vith the heaven for his covering, and the 
| ſtones of the place for his pillow, in this 
ftuation (as the preceding verſes inform us) 
le dreamed; and behold a ladder ſet upon the 


ond behold the angels of the Lord aſcending 
Lond de n. on it < And behold the Lord 


D froed 


© 5. # 


earth, and the top of it reached to heaven ; © 


- 
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flood above it, and alfored him that he 
Was his conſtaht guide and protector, 
with many other great and gracious pro- 
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miſes. And Jacob awaked out of his ſleep, 


and he ſaid ſurely the Lord is in this place and - 
I knew it not: And he was afraid, and ſaid, f 
how dreadful is this place ! this is none other 7 
but the houſe of God, and this i 15 the 8 7 1 
beaven. 1 
Very expreſſive are hob Es of the 07 
impreſſion made upon his mind; and of 
that profound veneration excited in it! . 
For though the Almighty appeared to him e 
i not to reprove or chaſtiſe him; but to ſup- Ny 
port and comfort him, with promiſes of t of; 
the: moſt affectionate and intereſting na- inf 
ture; yet a ſenſe of the more immediate to t 
preſence of his Maker, could not but raiſe ane 
in his ſoul an holy awe, and throw him to 
into raptures of aſtoniſhment and adora- rath 
tion. | it a 
AND what were _ ſentiments of Jacob dei 

5 upon this occaſion, either are, or ſhould of th 
be entertained by every chriſtian at bis the n 


entrance into this place, the knen 1 
545 


zen 
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God: For though with his carnal eye he I! 
ſees not the heaven opened and the Son of my 
nan ſitting at the right handof hisFather,(a} bl 
yet with the eye of his faith he may per- 'Þ 
ceive him in a more eſpecial manner pre- 8! 
ſeht, where Two or three are gathered to- 7 | | 
gether in his name :/b) And therefore in a 1 
f firm perſuaſion of the reſidence of the Di- 4 
T vinity amongſt us, juſt reaſon has every Wy 
ie one to exclaim with the patriarch, how 4 
of dreadful is this place! This is literally 1 
t the houſe of God, and this is the © ax . 1 
im heaven. .n 
p- Warr would it 6 did coniiderarion; 4 
of of this nature, compoſe the minds, and I 
na- influence the behaviour of all, who ſeem 11 | 
late to think it their duty to give their attend- 1 
raile ance here! but the contrary with ſome is 1 
him too notorious to paſs unobſerved; who 1 4 
Jora- rather (one would be apt to ſuppoſe) make E 
it a place of reſort to hear, or to tell ſome : \1 
Jacob new thing, ſpending a conſiderable portion A 
hould of that time which ought to be devoted to 4'Y 
at his os moſt facred purpoſes, 1 in idle and UDPro- | 1 


"Cut non tr 0 


(4) AR, vii. 56. 5 (3) Mat. XViii. 20. 
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fitable converſation; not only betraying 
the mean opinion they themſelves entertain 


of religious offices, but giving great diſ- 
guſt and diſturbance to their better diſpoſed 


neighbours, who come with no other de- 
ſign but to worſhip and ſerve their Maker 


1 roalonuble and acceptable manner. 


Give me leave therefore at this time, 
particularly to requeſt the attention of 
ſuch, whilſt I offer an argument or two to 
their conſideration, in order to prevail 
with them, if it may be, to deſiſt from 


ſo offenſive a practiſe. 


Au firſt then I would have it he conſi- 
dered that it is a practiſe contrary to all the 
rules of decency and good manners; which 

in all publick aſſemblies require us to en- 
deavour to promote the deſign of our com- 


ing together ; or at leaſt to reſolve not to 


interrupt and fruſtrate it by an improper 


and impertinent behaviour : accordingly! in 
any ph for diver/ion, we ſhould ſcru- 


ple no 
und unpoliſhed, who ſhould act otherwiſe ; 


and 


to condemn thoſe people, as rude 


„„ -»y 


and ſurely then with equal reaſon at /zaft 
in thoſe appointed for devotion. Unleſs 
we imagine that the church is the only 
place where theſe rules may be diſpenſed 
with; and that however punctiliouſly we 
may be obliged to obſerve them elſewhere, 
herein without any imputation upon. our 
good- breeding, we are at liberty to do as 
we pleaſe. But I would aſk whether there 
be any aſſembly which we conceive to be 
more ſolemn and neceſſary than this, or de- 
ſigned for the attainment of ſuch valuable 
and important ends? And if not (as I take it 
for granted that our anſwer muſt be nega- 
tive) why ſhould we not behave with the 


ſame conſiſtency of character in this place, 


as we ſhould be aſhamed not to preſerve in 
every other? Poſſibly the behaviour of 
ſome may be in every place the ſame ; and 
that if there 1s any difference, it is not in 
them, but in the place where they are: but 


then it ought to be remembered, that what 


may be allowable, and perhaps commendable 


in an houſe of diverſion, is very unbecom- 


ing in the houſe of God: the ſame levity | 


of mind and mean is not fit for both: and 
ES 8 
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as it is our ſtudy and delight to carry on 

and accommodate ourſelves to the humour 
of the former; ſo ought it to be our care, 
as it is our bounden duty, ſtrictly to con- 
form to, and endeavour to promote the 
deſign of the latter. We ſhould therefore 
be grave and compoſed at leaſt, if not diſ- 
poſed to be ſincerely devout; that whatever 
may be the motive for our own attendance, 
we may not deprive others of that comfort 
and benefit they may reaſonably hope to 
receive, from a pious diſcharge of the du- 
ties of their religion. And let it be re- 
membered, that a giddy and fantaſtick be- 
haviour which in every time and place is 
not only diſagreeable, but generally looked 
upon as an indication of a weak underſians- 
ing; ſo as of all others, it is the moſt un- 
reaſonable and unſufferable in his place, it 
is ſure to give the greateſt offence to all 
wiſe and conſiderate people, who will 
cenſure it as an argument not only of the 
want of a ſenſe of religion, but of the 
knowledge of that decorum which ought | 
e to 1 obſerved i in all religious 75 


ſemblics: 
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ſemblies: and unto which, thoſe who 
would be eſteemed patterns of politeneſs 


deration of a higher nature, ſhould think 
themſelves obliged to conform. 


; as it may help to confirm ſome in the 
0 | mean opinion they may already entertain 
2 | of all Public Worſhip, and to lefſen that 
hs regard which others might be willing to 
8 pay. who conceive different notions of its 
is neceſſity and importance, 
ed Ar leaſt, this is certain, that a decent 
14. EY devout demeanour, would be the beſt 
un- method we could take to convince them 
e, It of our opinion, and as far as our example 
all might influence, induce them to act in 
will conformity to it. Parents eſpecially ſhould 
th be prevailed upon by this conſideration ; 
f the as their behaviour may prove to their chil- 
zught dren a direction in this as well as in moſt 
al- other caſes, For children will moſt pro- 
plies . WY”, bably 


and good breeding, if not from a conſi- 


Bur ſecondly, I would have it conſi- 
dered, that it is a practiſe which may have 
a very bad effect upon the minds of others: 
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bably be, what they ſee their parents are; 


and will form their own behaviour, agree- 


ably to the pattern which they have given 
them. If therefore they obſerve them to 
be humble and fervent in their ſupplicati- 
ons and prayers to the Almighty—ſilent 
and attentive in hearing his word —-and 
hearty in ſetting forth his praiſes; that is, 
2 and devoutly engaged as the ſeveral 


duties ſhall call upon them, they will be 
taught more by this to reverence the Lord 


and his ſanctuary, to think highly of reli- 
gion, and to join in religious offices, than 
3 by : all the verbal perſuaſivesand inſtructions 


we can poſſibly impart. But if on the 


other hand they perceive their parents to 


be indolent and unaftected—ſpendin g their 


time in idle converſation and remarks— 


paying no regard to the ſervice—nor ex- 
preſſing any awe or veneration for the ſa- 
credneſs of the place: what opinion can 
we reaſonably expect they ſhould entertain 
of the buſineſs of devotion ? or by what 

motives be induced to give their attendance 


here? In all likelihood they will imitate 
"oh 
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the example they have ſeen, and think, 
and act, as lightly as thoſe who ſet it. Or 
ſhould it from any circumſtance of nature, 
| education, or divine grace, happen to be 


otherwiſe ; that is, ſhould they become 


ſenſible of the impropriety of ſuch con- 


duct, and manifeſt their diſapprobation 
of it by the reverſe in themſelves ; with _ 
what ſhame and confuſion muſt a parent 


upon reflexion be filled, when he is called 


upon to learn his duty, where he ought 
to have taught it, and to follow his child 
in piety, whom he ought to have led the 


way 


Br thirdly, let it be confiderdl, that 
it is a practiſe which defeats the very end 


| and. deſign of religious aſſemblies, and 
makes our coming together impertinent 


and vain. Church aſſemblies, no doubt, 


were principally intended, to. keep alive 


and impreſs upon our minds, an awful 
ſenſe of the exiſtence and providence of 
God ; by giving us an opportunity of ren- 


og 1 in a publick manner, our hearty 
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« acknowledgments for the great benefits 
« that we have received at his hands, of 
« ſetting forth his moſt worthy praiſe, of 

« hearing his moſt holy word, and of 
"Y aſking thoſe things which are requiſite | 

6 and neceſſary, as well for the body a; 
* the ſoul.” 5 
ner with ſuch a | diſpatitian as the | 
people I am ſpeaking to, - ſeem to indulge, 
how can all, or any of theſe duties be 
performed, with that reverence and fervour 
which they ought ? when they ſeem to be 
either wholly engaged, or at leaſt their 
attention to be frequen tly broken off, by 
| ſubjects of a quite different nature. 


Ir the adorable perfections of the Deity 


cannot prevail with us“ to laud and mag- 
« nify his glorious name; If the i im- 
portance of Divine Revelation is unable 


to excite and command our obſervance; 


certainly the mercies daily vouchſafed us, 
are ſufficient to deſerve the warmeſt ex- 

preſſions of our gratitude ; as well as thoſe 
we continually ſtand in need of, to raiſe 
55 in our breaſts a an earneſt folicitude to ob- 


tain 
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tain them: and fangs it 1s, that we 
manifold obligations we lie under to God, 


to waſte our time in vanity and 7onſenſe, 
when matters of the moſt momentous 


ſhould be ſo forgetful, not only of the 


FOWM LO eee e Gr er T7 og wv 
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but indeed of our future wants, which 


his goodneſs alone is able to ſupply, as 


: nature require our thoughtfulneſs and 
concern: and inſtead of endeavouring to 


procure pardon for our fins paſt, and the 


ar alfiſtance of his Holy Spirit, to enable us 
be to avoid them for the time to come; be 
lt adding to their number by a contempt or 
by his ordinances ;, and a palpable diſregard | 
to thoſe means, unto which he has been 

ity pleaſed to annex his grace apd favour. 

as” OuR hearts of themſelves, we know, 
im- are too apt to wander and go aſtray; 
able and that it is very difficult with our utmoſt 
ice; care, long to preſerve them in a poſture 
Ius, of ſtorie: : irregular thoughts in ſpite 
*. of ourſelves, will ſometimes ſteal into the 
hole mind, and upon recollection convince us, 
rails how fraught with defects and impurities 
ob | Our beſt ſervices are, and how much we 


ſtand | 
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ſtand in need of merciful allowances in 


the judgment of our God: and if this is 


the caſe with thoſe, whole defire and 


endeavour it is, as much as in them 


lies, to guard againſt all ſuch interrup- 


tions; how great muſt be the diſqualifi- 


cation of others! how unworthy that 
worſhip! who by an afeded indifferency, 
and voluntary wandering, not only call 


their mind from the objects it ought to be 


fixed on, but wilfully expoſe it to every 
vain imagination and temptation to fin: 
and who therefore convert the beſt op- 
portunity of being ſerviceable to them- 
ſelves, into their own diſadvantage parti- 
cularly upon this account ; as they there- 


by learn to treat the Deity, and all holy 


duties with irreverence and unconcern; 
and by degrees to extinguiſh that awe and 
veneration, which naturally ſeize the ſoul 
in our approach to his Acne and ſcr- 
vice. 


ONE would ak . ee of 


the place, the number of the people, and 


the ſolemnity of the buſineſs tranſacted 


here, 


3 


„ rene 
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here, would be ſufficient to make us ſe- 


rious, had we no part to act upon our own 


account, nor any benefit to receive from 


the common offices of religion: but 


when every individual is alike dependent 


| upon his Maker, has innumerable mercies 
to be thankful for, and mercies as innu- 
merable till to implore ; it 4s indeed ſur- 
prizing that all ſhould not alike be em- 
ployed with the greateſt ardour and in- 
tenſeneſs, to make the beſt return they 
are able for the bounties of heaven, and 
to draw down from thence its bleſſings 
upon their heads. Surely if they had a 
true value for religion, they would behave 
religiouſly and if they fincerely thought 


| of their improvement in piety, and the 


ſalvation of their ſouls, would be fearful 


of loſing and mis- applying ſo excellent a an 


opportunity to promote them. 5 
Lur us conſider; that the time ſet apart 


for the publick worſhip of our great Crea- 


tor, bears but a ſmall proportion to that, 
which is allowed us for other matters; 


and therefore as we may have leiſure 
cnough 
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enough for our ſecular employments, and 
for the enjoyment too of innocent con- 
verſation and ſociety, let us not encroach 
upon this ſmall portion, but entirely de- 
vote it, as it is intended, to the buſineſs 
of devotion! There is a ſeaſon for other 
things, and let there be a ſeaſon for hit! 
And whatever would interfere with the 
principal intendment of it, let us carefully 
forbear and forego! So that ſpending 
our Sabbath Here agreeably to the divine 
inſtitution of it, we may continually be 
making advances i in holineſs and virtue, 
and be gradually preparing ourſelves for 
the celebration of that eternal Sabbath, when 
we ſhall give praiſe, glory, and worſhip 
to the whole ſacred I rinity for ever and 
ever. 


AND which that we all may, God of 
his infinite mercy grant, Oe. 
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 —— BUT ARE AS THE ANGELS OP 
GOD IN HEAVEN. 


HE grand points which our Saviour 
1 evinces in this part of his Goſpel, 
are the Reſurrection of the Dead and a 
| Future State : truths, which the Sadduces, 
a ſect amongſt the Jews either did not, or 
| pretended not to believe. How they came 
to fall into this impious perſuaſion, was 
imputable (as ſome think) to the mis- 
judgement of Sadoc, from whom they are 
ad to derive their name; and who con- 
ttary to the generous meaning of his 
maſter,* deduced an inference from his 


_ ® Antigonus of Jocho. | 
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IT doctrine in no wiſe deſigned to warrant it, 
A | . For he, having inculcated to his ſcholars 
1 that they ought to ſerve God diſintereſt- 
3 edly—out of filial love and fear; and not 
i l mercenary ſlaves in expectation of a 
I reward; Sadoc one of his diſciples con- 
. dluded from this obſervation, that there 
_ was no future reward at all; and conſe- 
aA quently that at the expiration of this life, 
18 4 the ſoul, as well as the body died, never 
=_ miadoore to renew their vital exiſtence. 


Z ok Bor others are of an opinion that it was 
I the immorality and viciouſneſs of the lives 
| N 5 I of the Sadduces that gave riſe to, and in- 
on 1 duced them to embrace this doctrine. 
* They might probably, like ſome of our 
l modern free-thinkers and free-livers, en- 
1 | _ deavour to argue themſelves into a perſua- 
| ſion, that their preſent tranſactions were 
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in no future period to be accounted for; 
as ſuch a notion would beſt comport with 
their ſenſual deſires, and leave them the 
moſt at liberty to indulge them, without 
reſerve or reluctancy ; 3 which the appre- | 
henſion 


rr N 
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benſion of an-hereafter inqueſt would in 
ſome ſort prevent. 


Bor whatever might produce this belief 


ot in them; certain it is, that they were 
a chought to entertain it: and therefore - 
n- propoſed to our Saviour an interrogatory 
rc which they judged unanſwerable by any 
ſe- who held the doctrine of a reſurrection. 
fe, WW There were ſeven brethren, they obſerved ; 
ver cho according to the law of Moſes, in 
ſucceflion from the eldeſt to the youngeſt, 
was married the ſame woman; and as by their 
ves marriage here, they had all, in their opi- 
in- nion, an equal claim to her hereafter, and 
106, it was impoſſible for all to have her; they 
_ our Wi therefore defired to know in the reſurrection 
en. #697 wife of the ſeven ſhe ſhould le? 
rſua- FRom which our Saviour takes an oc- 
were Will cafion at once, to give a full ſolution to 
for; their puzzling. queſtion, and to rectify 
wit WT their dangerous error, by aſſuring them 
m the at theſe ſeven brethren were ſo far from 
ithout having an equal claim to her; that in the 
. future ſtate they had none of them any 
nſion 


ckim at all: every connexion of this ſort 
- b E 83 being 5 
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being with death diſſolved for ever: ſo 


that they wwho ſhould be accounted worthy t1 
obtain that world, and the reſurrection of 
the dead, ſhould neither marry, nor be given 
in marriage; but be as s the "it od 4 God i in 


heaven. fa, f 2 
Tux may not be as phe Angels i in all 


140455 may not be ſo glorious in theit 


natures— nor fo high advanced in beati- 


tude—may not poſſeſs either knowledge 
or power in ſo extenſive a degree—and may 
not be employed as miniſters and executors 


of the will and pleaſure of the ſupreme 
and univerſal King. {b) But they ſhall en- 
joy a large participation of their bleſſed- 


neſs; and in immortality and incorrupti- 


bility be like them—Have an exiſtence as 


durable as theirs, and be as free from every 
evil accident and tormenting affection, 
which might give them pain here, or ſub- 


ject them to it hereafter. 
_ From theſe words therefore I ſhall take 
an occaſion e that no paſſion 0 or | 


1 a) Luke, xx. 3 Fe a Plat, eiii. 20. Heb. 1. oy 


et alis locis. 
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quietude in the minds of the bleſſed above. 


upon this account, as it may remove the 


from even in heaven. They feel in This life 
a tender concern for the welfare and hap- 
pineſs of their friends and relations; and 


ever fortunate circumſtances mizht attend 


charms ; ;—and the pleaſures of health nei- 


eco il 8 V neſs 


affection will remain with us beyond the 
grave, which will occaſion the leaſt diſ- 


And this deſign may be uſeful particularly 


apprehenſion of an infelicity, which ſome 
ſee not the poſſibility of an exemption. 


the nearer, and dearer thoſe relations are, 
in proportion is their concern for their 
bappineſs increaſed : inſomuch that what- 


themſelves, they would find little or no 
real ſatisfaction and enjoyment in them if 
ſuch were not partakers in their good 
fortune: and much leſs, if diſtreſs and 
miſery happened to be their portion. 
Proſperity would loſe much of its reliſh 
and ſweetneſs from the conſideration of 
| their adverſity —affluence, from their po- - 
rerty, would be deprived of many of its 


ther {o great nor ſo numerous, whilſt ſick 
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neſs or pain was exccaclitiog them, 
That this is the caſe in the preſent lj Je, can- 
not be denied; and, as they imagine, the 
ſame affections muſt accompany them into 
the next, they conclude the caſe muſt be 
there the ſame: and conſequently, ſhould 
they themſelves be happy enough to be 
ranked in the number of the bleſſed ; un- 
| leſs thoſe, without whoſe communion 
they could taſte no true happineſs here, | 
were to be ſharers in their felicity; and 
much more, if they ſhould be conſigned 
to that dreadful place where wretchedneſs 
and woe for ever dwell heaven would 
be no heaven to them; nor could all the | 
glory and bliſs of the place preyent and 
: diſſipate thoſe dolorous feelings, which 
their mind muſt endure from a ſenſe of 
their fad condition. The faithful wife 
: might for ever lament the miſerable ſitua- 
tion of the dear partner of her earthly 
a pleaſures: : and the tender parent ſuffer all 
the anguiſh of a diſappointed fondneſs, in 
the eternal deprivation and ſufferings of 
his beloved child. Inſomuch that that 


. place 
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nlace which is repreſented as nol delight- 


| ful, without any allay, or the leaſt inter- 

8 ruption, could not under ſuch circumſtan- 
ces prove ſo to them; as being inſufficient 

T to remove an uneaſineſs, which muſt in- 

"x ſeparably cleave to them, whilſt their 
4 powers of reflexion ſhould remain. 

L THaT this would be the caſe, ſuppoſing, 
n as ſuch do, that our preſent. affections 
e, continue with us beyond the grave, can- 
1d not be denied: as the ſame cauſes under. 
ed the ſame circumſtances will always be 
ſs | productive of the ſame effects. But then 
11d it ought rather to be concluded, that death 
the will determine them together with our 
ind lues; rather than, that we ſhall carry 
ich them with us to heaven ; where, we are 
of aſſured no degree of inquietude or pain is 
vile permitted to enter. If in the manſions of 
ua- bleſſedneſs, a pure and unmingled felicity 
thy is to be the everlaſting reward of the 
f all W 'izhtcous ; it is certainly an argument, 
by 5 that every diſqualification for the full en- 
8 joyment of it, muſt leave us at our entrance 
tha 


into it: otherwiſe God would not fulfi] 
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the expectations of, nor his promiſes to, 
his faithful ſervants; and the glorious 
place of his immediate reſidence would be 


ſo far from yielding to all that are admitted 


has impreſſed our natures, Hence ariſe 


into it a compleat felicity, that many 


would labour under the bitter agonies of 


a ſympathiſing and unavailing ſorrow. 


AND beſides — thoſe affections from 


which ſome apprehend ſo much uneaſineſs 
hereafter ; though they are implanted in 
us here for wiſe and good reaſons; as 
_ thoſe reaſons in another life ceaſe to ſubſiſt, 
ſo conſequently will thoſe affections for 


which they were given us. Whilſt we 
ſojourn in our preſent tate, there are many 


| ſocial and relative offices to be performed, 
upon which our mutual comfort and wel- 
fare principally depend. 


Tux duties which are reciprocal i in 2 


conjugal ſtate; and betwixt parents and 


their children, as well as more diſtant re- 


lations and friends; have their foundation 


in, and flow from thoſe tender affections, 
with which the wiſe author of our beings 
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all that fondneſs and felicity in a married 
life—all that unwearied care and ſolicitude 


in the education of, and proviſion for our 


children —and all thoſe teſtimonies of be- 
nignity and beneficence of one man to 
another, which conſtitute the harmony 
and happineſs of this ſublunary world. 


And which duties, if our minds were once 


diveſted of theſe affections, no poſitive 
commands whatever would prevail upon 


mankind to diſcharge-: : but the moſt un- 


known ſtranger might ſhare as largely i in 
their ſervices and regard, as now the near- 


eſt friend and relation they have. 
Bur then theſe affections which are 


neceſſary for theſe purpoſes bere, are no 
longer ſo, when death ſhall have intro- 


duced us into another flate: wherein all 
degrees of relationſhip ſhall ceaſe, and be 
loſt for ever, in that only diſtinction-—the 5 


Children of God. fa 
FILIAL and parental offices hall then 


| have no place: there will be no ſubmiſſi- 


on and dependence on the one fide; nor 


(a) Luke, xx, 36. 5 
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care and ſolicitude on the other. But as 


the ſon, if he has been equal to his father 
in piety here, will be his equal to all eter- 
nity; ſo will the wants and expectations 
of every individual be amply fulfilled from 
that God, who is the inexhauſtible ſource 


of all celeſtial felicity. 


Our love will then be abſtracted from 
every conſideration which excited it here; 
and have no other object but that on which 
the divine love itſelf i is fixed; and con- 
ſequently we ſhall love only thoſe, whom 
the Deity approves : and (though hatred 
may be a paſſion too deformed for an hea- 
venly mind) we ſhall be fo ſenſible of the 

Juſtice of his judgements, and the demerits 
of thoſe on whom they are inflicted, that 
we ſhall applaud his righteouſneſs in the 
puniſhments of the damned, as well as his 
mercy in the ſalvation of the ſaints. For 
impenitent ſinners will be ſeen by the /þi- 


rits of 2 men made perfect, (a) in the ſame 


light in which they appear to God and 
Angels ; ; merely as e of one com- 


(6) Heb, xii. 23. be 


<a 


as 
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mon nature, but as finally fallen from grace, 
ſa and meriting therefore an eternal ex- 
cluſion from heavenly beatitudes: and as 
there is not with God, ſo neither will there 
be with them, any reſpect of perſons, ſave 
that which is occaſioned by piety and vir- 
tue. Amongſt thoſe indeed, who have 
made their improvement in theſe, their 
principal care, harmony and love ſhall for 
ever dwell: charity which never faileth(b)} 
ſhall univerſally reign, and make them 
| happy in their own, and in the enjoyments 
of each other. All private and national 
diſtinctions ſhall be remembered no more; 
and ſome of all ranks, all people, nations, 
and /anguages,{c} ſhall compoſe this celeſ- 
tial ſociety ; and with an entire unanimity 
and joy, oi God the fountain of their 
bis: 
THERE is an 00 indeed, as ede , 
believe, as Plato, that whatever wrong 
defires and affections wicked men may 
contract i in this life, will, when the foul ; 


(a) Gal. v. 4 4; i. Cor. xiii, 8. 
(ch Dan, ie 7. Rev. vii. 9. 


leaves 


leaves the body, ſtill cleave to her, and 
remain her conſtant companion to eternal 
ages; tormenting her with an ever-crav- 


ing and reſtleſs importunity, when there 


is no poſſibility of receiving the leaſt gra- 


tification. That the drunkard, the vo- 


luptuary, and the unclean, will labour 


under the worſt pains of the moſt ungo- 


vernable propenſities, without any ability 
or objects to give them the leaſt indulgence, 


And in this, it was imagined, would con- 
ſiſt a great part of the future hell of thoſe, 
who in oppoſition to the dictates of their | 
reaſon, ſhould debaſe their nature by ſuch 


mean and brutal purſuits. | 


Bur let this be, as it may, it affects 


not the truth of what I have advanced. 


For the affections, of which the advocates 


for this opinion, make mention, inſtead 
of inflaming and ſtrengthening them by 


any compliance, we ought to make it our 


ſtudy and care to reſtrain and conquer 
them: and if through our negligence or 


contempt of duty we ſuffer them to gain 


an 
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an aſcendency over us; the conſequence 
of our folly and diſobedience may proper- 
ly enough become our puniſhment. 
Bur the affections for the ceſſation of 
which at death, I have been arguing, 
are both lauduble: in themſelves, and 
may with great innocency and propriety 
be indulged by us: but then as they ſeem. 
to be implanted in us only to promote our 
mutual comfort and conveniency during | 
our continuance upon earth; and might 
prove painful to the beſt of God's ſervants 
if they were to accompany them into 
heaven : it is therefore reaſonable to con- 
clude, that, like our appetites for meat 
and drink they will leave us at our entrance 
into the grave: when as all our natural 
relationſhips will be diſſolved, we ſhall 
know none but ſuch as are ſpiritual : and 
whoſoever ſhall have done the will of our 
Father which is in heaven, the ſame, as 
our Saviour obſerves, /hall be our brother, 
ourgh/ter and mother. {a} 
Let us then ; as we ſee what a dignity 


(a) Mat, 41 50. 3 
and 
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and bliſs God has deſigned for us—that 
we ſhall be as: bis. Angels; make it our 
earneſt. endeavour by a ſedulous attention 
to, and an improvement in, piety and 
virtue; to fit and prepare ourſelves for the 
fruition of them! We are at preſent in- 
_ deed placed but a little wer than the 
Angels, {a} and are diſtinguiſhed with 
many wonderful teſtimonies of the divine 
notice and favour. e 

Bur after all there is no eonipleat fe- 
licity to be here. enjoyed : and whatever 
kind or degree of it may fall to the ſhare 
of any of us, is not only liable to many 
interruptions and abatements, but to a 
total diſcontinuance. Riches and health 
are often but of ſhort duration, and wo- 
fully convince thoſe who depend upon 
them of the inſtab'lity of their nature: 
nay ! even thoſe affections which were 
imparted to us, to increaſe the general 
happineſs, and to ſoften the evils of life, 
if they happen to be placed upon an im- 
proper, or an unfortunate object, pain- 


(a Pal, viii. 3. . 
fully 


0 


THY 
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fully recoil upon ourſelves, and give o our 
_ miſery its keeneſt edge. 


Bur when this preſent ſcene. thall bs 


ſhifted, we ſhall, if we judge it deſerving = 


our ſerious regard, be as the Angels of 


Cod in heaven: no more ſubje& to in- 


quietudes and diſeaſes to misfortunes and 
mortality; but for ever freed from all 
the infirmities and evil accidents incident 
to humanity, to partake in an ample manner 
of the life and beatitude of Angels. 


6 | 

er How they live, and in what their bea- 
10 | titudes conſiſt, as it is not revealed, ſo 
nv we cannot define. But as every thing is 
1 contrived and diſpoſed by an infinitely ; 
Ih | wiſe and good, and powerful being, who 
105 is the author of all that we can ſee, and : 
pon conceive that is great and glorious : : we 
re: may be aſſured that there will not any in- 
TR gredient be wanting which is neceſlary to ö 
eral raiſe their happineſs to the higheſt pitch; 
lite, but all the attributes of an all- ſufficient 
-m- Deity ſhall conſpire to enhance it; and 


that happineſs ſhall be ſecured beyond the 
power of time or chance: for in the pre- 


ſencte 


64 SERMON 


ſence of God there 7s a fulneſs of joy : and 
at his right hand there is Pleaſure for ever- 
more. < a} 


| VUnTo which. that we all in his own 


good time may be admitted, God of his 
infinite e grant, Sc. 


( a) Pal, xvi. 11 x 
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BRETHREN, IF A MAN BE OVERTAKEN 

INA FAULT, YE WHICH ARE SPIRITU=- 
* © RESTORE SUCH AN ONE IN THE 
"SPIRIT OF MEEKNESS 3 CONSIDERING 
'THYSELF, | LEST THOU AS | BE 
TEMPTED. . i 


Psp words were probably ad- 
dreſſed to the governors of the Gala- 
tan church, in whoſe hands was lodged 


eccleſiaſtical diſcipline; reminding them in 


the exerciſe of i it, not to be over ſevere, 
but to ſhew lenity, as far as was conſiſt- 5 
ent with the good of the community; and 
the crime from the circumſtances attend- 
ing it, might be found to deſerve. The 
puniſhments which they. inflicted, were 
go on . 
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of three kinds or degrees: the firſt conſiſt- 
ed in admonitions and reproofs: the ſe- 
cond in a temporary excluſion from the 
privileges of church communion: and 
the third, in a total exciſion from it. And 
in the diſpenſing of theſe, it was very fit, 
in the apoſtle's opinion, that due regard 
ſhould be had to the circumſtances and 
nature of the offence, and to the general 
temper and behaviour of the offender. 
And though audacious and incorrigible 
ſinners might be judged proper objects of 
the ſevereſt meaſures, there were great 

allowances to be made for others, who 

might inadvertently be overtaken with a 
fault through ſurpriſe and inconſideration: 1 
theſe were to be reſtored in the ſpirit of 
meekneſi,—treated with all that tenderneſs, 
and compaſſion which the nature of the 
caſe might reaſonably claim. 8 
Ap what the apoſtle here may prin- 
; cipally intend as a direction to the gover- 

nors of the church; may with great pro- 
priety be confidered as a rule for every 


member of! it; that the meaſure by which 
they 


: i ' 
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they w were to regulate their publick cenſures, 


+. 

* may be no leſs obſerved by us in paſſing 
he our private judgments and opinions one 
nd of another: that thoſe who have been fo 
Pe unhappy as to fall into fin; which they | 
fit, are ſo far from perſiſting in, that their 
ard after behaviour ſeems t fo indicate an un- 
15 feigned forrow for it ; may not have their 
oral perſons contemned, and their failings mag- 
der. nified by every malicious aggravation and 
ible ſurmiſe; but be thought and ſpoke of, 

bs of with all that candour and commiſeration, 
. | which good nature and the religion we 
£2 profeſs, will authorize and dictate. For, 
th a brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, 
non: 5; which are ſpiritual, or ye indeed which 
it of pretend to the ſpirit of chriſtianity, fore 
meſs, ſuch an one in the ſpirit of meekneſs ; con- 
f the jarring thyſelf leſt thou alſo be tempted, 

7 Anp from theſe words, I ſhall take an 
prin- occaſion to preſs upon you from a conſide- 
,over- ation or two, that branch of charity which 
t pro- fiſts in judging as favourably as we can 
every ccf the faults of others.—Such faults I 
which nean as the apoſtle here ſpeaks of; thoſe 
1 . which 
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which a as; may be overtaken i in, or 


ſurpriſed into; and not thoſe which pro- 
ceed from an invetetately wicked mind, 


or an habit of finning. For when men 
give themſelves up to the ways of vice, 
and 0 work all uncleanneſs with greedi- 
neſs ; {@) are ſo far from avoiding the oc- 


caſions of evil, that it is their daily ſtudy 
and delight to follow it; it is our duty 


then to diſcountenance them and their pro- 
ceedings by every method which chriſtian 
prudence may ſuggeſt: and if we are not 
in a capacity to attempt their reformation; 
or to attempt it with any probability of 


ſucceſs; we ought, as much as poſſible, 


to withdraw ourſelves from all intercourſe 


and communion with them; being ſuch 
people as the apoſtle has enjoined us 7: 
note, and to have no company with then, 


that they may be aſhamed. {8} 


Bur that we ought to judge in charity, 


as favourably as we can of the faults of 


others, is evident from St. Paul's definiti- 
on of that moſt chriſtian grace ; wherein 


4 2) Eph. iv. 19. 5 (a)! it, Theſ. i 111. is 
eye amongſt 
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and Bopeth all things which make for his 


credit, and may help to diminiſh or re- 
| moye any load of infamy under which he 
may have laboured. Charity indeed does not 
| require us to deprive ourſelves of our ſen- 


ſes; to ſhut our eyes, or our ears leſt we 


ſhould ſee, or hear any ill of others. And 
in a world fo abounding with all manner 
of wickedneſs, as it is impoſſible but it 
will frequently fall under our cognifance ; 
ſo we cannot reverſe our judgments con- 
cerning it; and out of tenderneſs to the 
actor, think evil good, and vice virtue. 
What is true, and appears upon reaſonable 
evidence to be ſo, may, and ought to be 


believed without any imputation of a cul- 


pable credulity : and it ſeems as ridicu- 
lous to tell men that they muſt not give 


(a) i. Cor. xiii. 57, 


Fs: | credence 


amongſt other particulars he gives us theſe; 
that charity thinketh no evil, (a) that is, 
which it can poſſibly avoid ;—beareth, or 
rather as it may be rendered, concealeth 
all things, which tend to our neighbour's. 
detriment and diſreputation ;—and believerh 
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credence to what from. in itſelf credible, 


as that they muſt not make uſe of their 
reaſon and ſenſes in judging of facts; but 


reject every thing as falſe, which they may 


not happen to approve. And beſides, if 
out of charity to an offender, we refuſe 
to believe any thing which may tend to 
his diſreputation; we may become guilty 


of uncharitableneſs towards others ; by 
calling in queſtion without any juſt cauſe, 
the verity of their teſtimony, and ſuſpecting 
them to be capable of the baſeſt 


trivances and deſigns: merely becaulc x 


friendly regard for the perſon. ill ſpoke of, 
may render us unwilling. to liſten to any 
reports, which may either blacken; or 
make his character leſs reſpectable. 
Bur though we muſt believe whatever 
appears to be true; we ought not ta be- 
lieve any thing, but what appears to be 
ſo. Not to give credit to every idle tale 
to our neighbour's diſadvantage, nor to 


ſuffer our ill natured paſſions to bias our 


judgments i in his disfavour : but ſo far as 
in conſcience and * we can find any 


: —__—_ Fg wry | mw Sr ** 


room 
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room for contradiction or mitigation, there 


r fo interpoſe the offices of charity and friend- 

i: RR i in bebalf of the abſent and the injured. 

y We ſhould ſhew a diſpoſition rather to ex- 
if cuſe than to condemn ; and to put the moſt 
iſe tender conſtruction upon actions which can- 

to not be denied, rather than endeavour to 
Ity render them more odious by conjectures 
by which have little or no foundation, but 
ale, in our own buſy and ſulpicious 1 imaginati- 
ting ons. 

-00- In many inſtances of miſoadu& there 
le a are ſeveral circumſtances which E good 
e of, natured man will find out, Which will 
any make the crime appear to him in a differ- 
3 or ent light, from that, in which a male- 

_ Wh volent mind will chuſe to view it: and 
atever was the delinquent to be judged by them, 
ta be- his crime would be as differently cenſured, 
to be as if it was ſcarcely | in any one circum- 
le tale ſtance the ſame. The infirmity of human 
nor to nature the ſtrength and importunity of 
as out temptation— the ſeaſon in which it was ; 
o far as offered together with the violence of 
nd an) paſſion which ſometimes makes us deaf to, 
room 


and 
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and breaks through, the feeble reſtraints 
of reaſon and conſcience, would all plead 
in his behalf to the one; and incline him 
more to pity his fall than to triumph in 
his diſgrace and ruin. Whilſt all theſe 


of the crime minutely ſcanned in order to 


Juſtify the ſevereſt ſentence. But there 


needs no argument to prove, which of 
| theſe two is diſplaying the moſt amiable 
_ temper, and acting moſt conformably to 


the mild and charitable ſpirit of the goſpel. 


For, ſays our Saviour, judge not, that ge be 


not judged.{a) And the reaſon he aſſigns 
for ſuch prohibition is certainly ſufficient 
to make us extremely cautious in this mat- 
e Becauſe with what judgment ye judge, 
NS. po he, ye ſhall be judged, and with what 


meaſure you mete, it ſhall be meaſured 19 gol 


again. And there is another conſideration 
| too, implied by him, which ſhould moſt 


effectually put a ſtop to all our ſeverity in 


Judging. Win ny thou the mote, ſays 


2 Mat vii. 1, , ve, 


would by the other be little attended to, 
or entirely overlooked; and the dark fide 


he, 


3 
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kay har's rs in thy brother's eye, but confider= 
| of not the beam that is in thine um? A 
conſciouſneſs of our own failings, perhaps 
more and greater, than thoſe which ws 
know of other men, ſhould diſpoſe us to 
| look with an eye of compaſhon upon the 
| failings of our fellow creature : otherwiſe 
| whilſt zwe are judging others, we are moſt. 
| certainly condemning ourſelves.Ca) And if 
it ſhould be fo in reality, what it is to be 
feared, is frequently the caſe; that men 
have lived in the ſecret indulgence of ſins 
of a deeper die, than thoſe they have rea- 
ſon to accuſe others of; and owe the ſu- 
perior eſteem of mankind only to a more 
_ artful management, by which they have 
been able to impoſe upon the world, and 
to conceal their vices from public obſer- 
vation: how ſhould they be afraid and 
aſnamed of thoſe heavy cenſures they. 
ſeruple not with a face of aſſurance to 
paſs upon the actions of other men, when 
if their own were as fully known, their 
got and deformity would greatly exceed 1 


5 (00 Rom. b . 
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The apprehenſions of thoſe judgments, 


they liberally pronounce to be due to 


others; ſhould, one would think, make 


them tremble for themſelves : and it would 
be more prudent as well as more chriſtian, 


by a ſincere ſorrow and humiliation for Heir 


on fins, to endeavour to procure their 


reconciliation with God, than to incur a 


larger ſhare of his diſpleaſure, by ſevere | 
animadverſions upon other men's miſconduct. 


Wu, ſays the apoſtle, 4% thu 


judge thy brother ? Or why doft thou ſet at 


nought thy brother? For we muſt all fland | 
before the judgment ſeat of Chrift. (a) As 
we muſt all be ſummoned before the bar of 


Divine Juſtice, it would be a much better 


employment of our time, to be diminiſhing 


the charges that may be produced againſt | 


ourſelves, than be maliciouſly producing 


charges againſt our fellow delinquents: and 


inſtead of adding to all our other offences 
that of uncharitableneſs, endeavour to qua- 


lify ourſelves in ſome meaſure for the re- 


ceipt of mercy, by manifeſting a willingnels 


to ſhew it, as far a. as we can, to all mankind. |} 


720 Rom, xiv. 10. . 
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Bur if we have been ſo happy to eſcape 
the pollutions of groſſer impurities ; and 
to have our converſation in the world free 
from thoſe more heinous vices, into which 
| we may obſerve many others to fall; the 
apoſtle nevertheleſs aſſigns a reaſon why 
we ſhould behave with candour and lenity 
towards them; which is, in conſideration 
that we ourſelves may alſo be tempted, and 
if we are tempted, may likewiſe fall. S0 
that that which is now their misfortune, 
may poſſibly in time become our own: as if 
the ſame trials are permitted to befal us, 
we may not acquit ourſelves any better 
under them ;—ſhew no more ſteadineſs and 
reſolution in the cauſe of virtue than they 1 
have done before. : Y 

Wurx there are no ſolicitations: to draw 
us from our duty, there is no difficulty 
attending the diſcharge of it, nay, the plea- 
ure ariſing from a ſenſe of it, will be an 
inducement to a perſeverance in it, unleſs 
a ſeemingly greater pleaſure ſhall ſolicit 
our choice, and ſeduce us from it. The 
a for inſtance, who ſuffers no temp- 


tation 
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tation to immodeſty and intemperance, 
whoſe paſſions are calm and regular, neither 
violent in themſelves, nor quickly excited; 
may find it eaſy and pleaſant to perſiſt in a 
courſe of chaſtity and ſobriety. What 
might be. ſtrong allurements to others, 
may appear-none to him; and thoſe occa- 
ſions to ſin which may enſnare and ruin 
their virtue; may either not meet bim at 
all, or paſs unnoticed, without endanger- 
ing Hit. So that his innocency may be 
owing more to the nature of his conſtitu- 
tion, or the kindneſs of providence which 
has been pleaſed not to ſubject him to any 
ſevere trials, than to any ſuperior venera- 
tion and attachment in him to God and 
goodneſs. Had the caſe been with him in 
all reſpects the ſame as with others; — Had 
he been formed with the ſame ſtrong pro- 
penſities, and ſituated under circumſtances 
altogether the ſame; he might have found 
himſelf as little diſpoſed to a reſiſtance, and 
have given us a like e e inſtance 
of the frailty of humanity. 


13 UDAS 2 Peter ſtand upon record, the 
| one 


one for betraying; and the other for deny- 
ing his Maſter: but who can pronounce 
that they were the only two in the num- 


ber of the apoſtles, that would have acted 
with ſo much baſeneſs and timidity? Hap- 


py perhaps it was for the reſt, that they 
were not ſo tried; who poſſibly might 
have been no more proof againſt the tempß- 
tations that aſſaulted Chem, nor have ex- 
preſſed any more affection and fidelity to 


their Lord. However, as it is impoſſible 


to determine how we ourſelves ſhould be- 
| haye, under any trial which we have not 
| experienced; it is reaſon ſufficient why 
weſhould judge and ſpeak of others, with 
all imaginable modeſty and candour : and 
not only to take great heed leſt we fall, 
but to be cautious how we cenſure the fall 
of others: leſt if we ſhould be ſo unhappy 
10 follow their ſteps, the virulency we 
have ſhewn, ſhould fall heavy upon our 
own pates; and we ſhould be excluded all 


pity both from God and man. 
Ie we ſtand at preſent, and have hitherto 


ined our integrity, let us with a pious 


gtatitude 
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= gratitude of beatt, aſeribe all that we are, 
as well as all that we have; to God! And 
if we muſt be judging—let it be ourſelves! 
And leave every body elſe to the final de- 
ciſion of the ſupreme Judge; 'who onl7 
| knows the true diſpoſitions: of his creatures, 
and the nature and circumſtances of all 
their actions; and who therefore only is 
capable of paſſing a righteous judgment. 
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Andif we take a ſerious review of our own 


paſt lives and converſations, we may pro- 
bably find matter enough for our utmoſt 
humiliation and penitence: and if we 
make a proper uſe of ſuch diſcovery, ſhall | 
be too ſolicitouſly concerned for our own 
© ſafety -and falvation, to have either leiſure 
or inclination | to lit in Judgment e over 


other men. 


Axp this we ſhall experience to be not 
only the moſt chriſtian, but the moſt pru- 
dent method. Since thoſe who ſpeak the 
moſt ili of others, are generally themſelves 


ſpoken the moſt i of; — the world being 


| ſeldom behind hand in ſuch. retaliations, 
but always ready to repay uy unpleaſing 
3 freedom 


RM ON IV. 81 


freedom of ſpeech, with ſpeeches no leſs 
unpleafing. Whereas ſoft and candid in- 
terpretations of other men's actions, will 
forcibly engage their eſteem and friend- 
ſhip ;—will incline them to throw a veil 
| over every weakneſs which it is in their 
| power to hide; and to leſſen the odium 
| and ſcandal of thoſe, which they are not 
able totally to conceal : upon every occa- 
fon ſhewing an unwillingneſs to give pain 
| to thoſe, who never willingly gave pain 
to them. And when we come to ſtand 
| before the awful bar of Divine Juſtice, 
where the diſpoſitions of our minds will 
be particularly attended to, charity of all 
chriſtian graces will moſt powerfully re- 
commend us to the favour of our Judge: 
who with the ſame meaſure that we have 
meted to others, will mete to us again :— 
and for the. lenity we have Di "OI to 
them, be leſs extreme to mark what we 
urſelves have done am We. 


Now! to God the Father, Ge. 1 
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JohN vi. 12. 


LOST. 


2 blefled Lord having miracu- 


people; did not proceed to the diſtributi- 
on of them before he had offered up to 
the gracious author of all mercies his pi- 
8 acknowledgments for them, and 
implored upon the uſe of them his bleſſing; 


buted to his di iſciples (5) in order that they 


fa) Ver. 9. (4) Ver. 11. 5 


— GATHER UP THE FRAGMENTS 
THAT REMAIN, THAT NOTHING BE 


louſly multiplied Ave barley loaves and 


| two whoa fiſhes (a) into more than a ſuffi- 
ciency for the ſuſtenance of five thouſand | 


When he had given thanks, it is ſaid, he diftri- 


might impart to the people; but he did 
not diſtribute without firſt giving t thanks ; 3 
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to remind us, no doubt, from whom all 
our ſupplies are originally derived, as well 


as the benefits we receive from them: 
that both our gratitude for what we have, 
and our ſupplications for what we wh, 


may be addreſſed to him who beſtows 


them upon us, and his bleſſing upon them: 


and without whoſe bountiful goodneſs we 
neither could have them at all, nor could 


receive any comfort or refreſhment from 


them: —ſo that by this means whilſt he 


ſatisfied the corporal wants of the multi- 


tude, he afforded them ſome ſpiritual in- 


; ſtruction; furniſhing them at once 0:76 
that meat which perifheth, 
that which was intended 7 endure with 
them unto everlaſting life. 5 * 

Ap that he might give the multitude 


a ſtronger conviction of his omnipotent 


power and find a ſeaſonable opportunity 
of inculcating another uſeful leſſon, he 


provides not only what would barely ſuf- 


ice for their preſent ſupport, but a great 
ſuperfluity: and enjoins them carefully to 


ta Ver. 27. 
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collect it together, eicher for themſelves 
upon ſome future occaſion, or for the be- 
nefit of others who might labour under the 
fame want which they had done. For the 
people after they had ſatisfied their appe- 
tites, might probably expreſs no care and 
thoughtfulneſs concerning what remained ; 
eſpecially as they found themſelves | 
company with one, who in a lige 3 
they doubted. not, was able to furniſh 
them with @ lite ſupply ; when they were 
— filled, Jeſus therefore ſaid unto his di ſerples, 
gather up the Fragments that remain, that 
nothing be loſt : — giving them to underſtand 
that though he could create for their uſe, 
as much, and as frequently, as he pleaſed, 
no reaſon ſhould thence be infered for 
careleſneſs and waſte ; 3 but that how great 
plenty. ſoever there was, no part of it 
ſhould be wilfully deſtroyed ; but reſerved 
either for Their own, or for the neceſlities 
of others, to whom providence might not 
have miniſtred with ſo much liberality. — 


Gather up the Sragments at remain that 
Ag be 2 
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Fon which words, (as the meaning 
in them may juſtly be extended to every 


bother bleſſing of providence, as well as to 


that to which they immediately relate) we 


may fairly conclude that we ought not in 
any Wiſe to waſte, whatever the bounty 
of heaven has beſtowed upon us; and that 


whenever we do fo, whether through dc en, 
If want of care, we act contrary to the 


TL, will of God, and the duty we owe to 
5 him. And therefore I ſhall endeavour to 


diſſuade you from it, by laying before 


you, firſt, the wickedneſs ;—and ſecondly 


- "he folly of wy: _ of waſte and 7 
fuſion. | 


| Now there are two extremes, with re- 
gard to the good things of this life, into 


which men are liable to fall: the one an 
| anxious folicitude for what they have not; 
the other an idle ſpending of what they 
have: : the one ſort of people ſeeming to 
think providencehas not been kind ng, 


the other miſapplying the kindneſſes which 


: they have weft The eee of both 
is 
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is wrong :—and the former ſhould learn 
not to cover what God has denied; nor 


the latter indiſcreetly to ſquander what he 
has given. For if we acknowledge the 


exiſtence of the ſupreme governor of the 
world,. and that he has any hand in the 


ever we have, not only as his donation, 
but upon ourſelves as obliged to conform 


the dictates of our own capricious fancies, 
but are bound ſo to apply them, as may 


beſtowed. Now the end which provi- 


g00d things of this life, was, firſt our own, 


3 ty " P - 2 r nts 
EFF : A 


diſpoſition of human affairs that not 
only the time, but the manner of our be- 


vidence: and that we ſtand accountable. 
to him our Lord and benefactor, for the 
uſe of every | favour he is pleaſed to confer 
upon us: wie cannot but look upun what- 


in the adminiſtration of it to his good 
pleaſure : and that therefore we, are not 
at liberty to treat his gifts according. to 


beſt anſwer the ends for which they were 
dence intended by imparting to us the 


and then the comfort and felicity of others: | 
that 


ä TE ne 
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that we ſhould by a prudent and ſober 
management of them render our lives as 
happy, as the circumſtances of our preſent 
Nate will permit; and contribute, as much 
as is in our power, to promote the happi- 
neſs of all about us: according to the 
apoſtle's injunction, as every man hath re- 
ceived the gift, even 2 ſhould we miniſter ; 
the ſame one to another, as good fiewards of 
the manifold grace of God. (a) Our own 
wants and conveniences claim, no doubt, 

our firſt regard; but we ſhould not be un- 


mindful of the wants and conveniences of 


others; but endeavour to be the more ex- 


renſively uſeful and beneficent, in propor- 


tion to the abundance with which God has 


blefſed us. But as the covetous man through 
A ridiculous attachment to the world, ex- 


: cludes both himſelf and others from the 
| comforts which might be derived from 
what he has; fo the extravagant man by 


his waſte and profuſion, not only often- 
times deſtroys his own happineſs, but de- 
moos himſelf of the ability to be inſtru- 


(405 1. Pet, IV, 10. 33 
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gr 
mental to the happineſs of others, who 


have a chriſtian title to a ſhare. of bis en- 
dowments :—at leaſt, he cannot be ſer- 


viceable to ſo many, nor in ſuch a degree, 


as he otherwiſe might, and as both God 
and man expect he ſhould be. By purſu- 


ing a courſe of expenſive diverſions, or 


gratifying a luxurious appetite, he reduces 
himſelf to ſtraits and difficulties; and is ſo 


little able to be ailiſting to others, that 
1 himſelf not ſeldom ſtands in need of aſſiſt- 


ance. And i is it not a melancholy. reflec- 
tion, that they, whom providence has 
ſingled out to convey. its bleſſings to man- 
kind, ſhould ſo groſſly embezzle and per- 
vert them? That inſtead of being faith-" 


ful ſervants in the houſehold of their 


maſter,. they ſhould waſte the talent com- 


mitted to their truſt, whilſt they ought to 
have improved it? Converting thoſe fa- 
yours into an occation of vice and infeli- 
city, which afforded them great opportu- 
nities for virtue, and might have redound- 


ed to their endleſs bliſs. 


LzT us caſt our 75 around and obſerve 15 
the 


— 


EEEPC P oe Re EE. CE Es 
o 1 — 


92 SERMON v. 


the behaviour of many amongſt us, and 
we may perceive them laviſhing ſuch a part 
of their fortunes, and of the fruits of their 
labour too, in wanton exceſſes, as would 
ſuffice for the maintenance of numerous 
families !—To prepare a faſhionable meal 
for the entertainment of the great, the 
waſte, that is ſaid to be made, is ſhameful 
and ſhocking: many good things are 
utterly ſpoiled and deſtroyed, merely to 
embelliſh the table of the rich, or to 
heighten the taſte of a ſingle diſh on it, 
Which numbers of poor creatures would 
moſt thankfully receive: who not ſeldom 
are labouring under the want of the com- 
mon neceſſaries of life, ſuffering all the 


hardſhips incident to a depreſſed conditi- 


on, and languiſhing under the pains of 


deſtitution of friends of food, and of rai- 


ment; whilſt their opulent neighbours 
are revelling in every degree of riotous 
living. And can we ſeriouſly think ſuch 
proceedings not offenſive to God Almi ghty? 


Or that when he diſpenſed to "mankind 


his favours, ſuch was the purpoſe for 


which he intended them or rather does 
it 


| comf( 01 


well as to ſcripture, that they, whom he 


diſtribute their ſuperfluity to thoſe that 
all around them ? That the abundance of 


nuch might have nothing over, and they 
who had gathered little might have no lack. 


every conſideration commendable and re- 
| quiſite: but there may be æconomy in a great 


wilful waſte in both ſhould be cautiouſly 
avoided, as it is repugnant to the will 


E criminal abuſe of thoſe good things, which 
be has entruſted in ſuch hands, to be ſea- 
comfort of his indigent creatures. 


155 600 ü. Cor. viii. 14. | | 
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it not appear conſonant to humanity, as 


has ſurrounded with affluence, ſhould 


need; ſhould, as far as their ability will 
permit, diffuſe bleſſings and comfort to 


the rich might be a ſupply for the wants(a I 
of the poor: ſo that they who had gathered 


Tur men of high birth and ſtation 
hould appear both at home and abroad 
zgreeable to the rank they hold, is upon 


houſe, - as well as a ſmall one; and all : 
and deſign of the gracious donor; and a 


| fonably communicated for the ſupport and : 


1 a 
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Bur extravagancy is an evil not con- 


fined only to the rich, but may frequent- 
ly be found amongſt thoſe below them; 
their inferiors being too fond of imitating | 


in this reſpe& the example of their ſupe- 


riors; and in proportion to their circum- 
| ſtances, are as guilty of profuſion as the 
moſt laviſh of hem can be. But as this is 
the rule; be merciful after thy power; if 


thou has much give plentiouſly ; i thou haſt 
little do thy diligence gladly to give of that 


little; T4 a.) that perſon who waſtes the little 
he has, is culpable (though not in the 
ſame degree) as well as he who waſtes 


much. If he has only one talent, his ex- 
travagancy may not be equal to his to 


whom was committed eu; yet he may 
be altogether devoid of that prudence in 


economy, which is abſolutely neceſſary 
to the management of the talent he has; 
and may render himſelf unable to contri- 


bute that ſmall portion to the relief of the 


poor, unto which by the law and will of 
heaven they ſtand entitled. And how 


many are there in middle, and even il 


LY, Tobit, iv. 8. 


low 
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low life, who, if they would properly guard 
againſt all extravagancies, retrench their 
unneceſſary expences, and ſuperintend 
their domeſtick affairs with due circum- 
ſpection and care; might, if they had 
inclination, ſpare a comfortable ſhare of 
their good things for the uſe of their 
neceſſitous neighbours; who either by 
| fickneſs, old age, the burthen of a family, 
or unavoidable misfortunes are become fit 
objects of their chriſtian compaſſion and 
liberality ? And inſtead of enhancing their 
gailt by a miſapplication of what God 
has given, might, by ſuch a charitable 


good foundation againſt the time to come, 
that they might attain eternal life.Ca}) _ 
Bur ſecondly, waſte and profuſion is not 

only a wickedneſs, but a very great folly. 
| It is not more truly ſaid of any one vice 


. chan this, that it generally brings along 
. with it, its own puniſhment : ſince ex- 
F travagancy i is the ſure way to poverty ; and 


1 who wilfully waſte what They have, 


6h l, Tin. vi, 19. | 
often 


diſpoſition, lay up in fiore for themſelves , — 
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wilfully waſted. The prodigal in the 


and every other prodigal as well as he, has 


| vhen men loſe their ſubſtance in this way, 
they frequently loſe their friends beſides ; 
and obtain nothing in exchange, but cool- | 


neral. And whatever pleaſure there may 
be found in ſpending ; the pains of want 

_ with theſe affecting aggravations will make 
them pay very dear for. And very fit it 
ſeems to be, that they who have abuſed | 
the bleſſings of heaven to criminal pur- 
poſes, ſhould be taught to know the value 


a deprivation of them 1 is {ure to be attended 
with. 


often live ſorely to want what they have 


goſpel /a experienced the truth of this; 


reaſon to expect a condition ſomething 
like his:  fince it ſeems to be the natural 


conſequence of ſuch conduct; and is as 
often unpitied too, as it is deſerved. For 


neſs and contempt from the world in ge- 


of them, by ſuffering thoſe inconveniences, 


. the: e of the profuſe Ra 
Pn. to Le very great, every indiſcretion 
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of this kind will not be fo ſenſibly felt. 
But a conſtant repetition of ſuch indiſcreet 

acts will finally exhauſt it, and reduce to 
a ſtate of ruin the moſt opulent amoneſt 
us: and what to a tender mind will be a 
| dreadful conſideration—will entail beggary 
and wretchedneſs upon his unoffending 
poſterity. And how many children, who, 
being born at leaſt to an eaſy fortune; by 
the profuſion of thoſe, who ought to have 
been their kindeſt friends and protectors, , 
have had nothing tranſmitted to them but 
ſuch diſtreſſes and difficulties, as their bit- 
tereſt enemy would not have wiſhed to 
befall them: and who inſtead of reflecting 
upon. their parents with an affectionate 
regret, cannot but filently load their me- 
mory with reproach and ſhame. 

AND what is ſtill a farther aggravation 
of the folly of extravagancy, that as it leads 
td beggary, ſo it often terminates in in- 
juſtice. For people who have been uſed 

in too free a manner to indulge their ap- 
petites and paſſions, will very reluctantly 
ſubmit to thoſe ſtraits and neceſſities 

. II which 
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which it naturally tends to bring them in- 
to; but will be too apt, in order to con- 


and know not how to bear, to endeayour 
to make their wonted appearance at the 


er able to ſupport it at their own. And 


neither have a reaſonable proſpe&, nor 
perhaps any ſolicitude to diſcharge; and 


ſo by their extravagancy may involve their 


that irremediable calamity, which they 
have very fooliſhly carved out for them- 


leſs cruel, than it is iniquitous 3 as it is 
contrary to the principles of humanity and 


- oratitude, as well as to the rules of com- 


ſcandalous imputation in the opinion of 


the fight of God. 


extrayagancy is of pyblick utility—that 
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ceal a meanneſs of which they are aſhamed, 


expence of others, when they are no long- 


will therefore contract debts which they 


well-meaning and friendly neighbours in 


ſelves and their families. A practice no 


mon juſtice, and fixes upon the doer a 


men, added to, what is indeed much mor- 


Zo be dreaded, an high degree of alt i in 


TI Know it has often has: Gig, that 


though 


8 E R M N 96 


though it impoveriſhes ſome, it enriches 
others and the more the profuſe ſquan- 
der away, the greater is the advantage 
which others receive. But ſuppoſing this 
to be true; what rational encouragement 
can for extravagancy hence be collected? 
| For the good it may at any time happen 
| to be attended with, is not to be aſcribed 
to the profuſe man's virtue; fince this was 
merely accidental, and no part of his de- 
ſign.: what he had in view, was the gra- 
tification of his appetites and paſſions ; 
and notwithſtanding ſome little advantages 
might accrue to others from it, no thanks 
| were due to him for this, becauſe it en- 
| tred not into his conſideration. And if 
his profuſion has led him into vice and 
| proved a ſnare to his integrity, whatever 
| good others may caſually have reaped | 
from it, will be a poor conſolation to him, 
and no juſtification of his miſconduct.— 
And beſides wealth by being laviſhed in 
an indiſcreet manner, generally falls into 
improper hands either into ſuch as do 
not want it; or into ſuch as will uſe it 
FF F Fo 
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Eo for the like criminal purpoſes. And 
| : much better would it therefore be upon 
all accounts, to beſtow upon others with 
= proper diſcernment and care, what is 
| 3 . more than a decent proviſion for ourſelves, 
"8 5 than by a vicious practice to ſcatter our 
=. * good with an undiſtinguiſhing profuſion, 
l : For though it is fit that all wilful waſte 
| ſhould be diſcountenanced; all diſcreet | 
= liberality ſhould be encouraged : fince 


 covetouſneſs is odious and hurtful, as well 
as extrauagancy; and though it is neceſ- 

ſary that we ſhould fave all that (conſider- 

ing our condition in life) we decently can, 


it ſhould not be to feed an inordinate de- 
Are of riches, but that we may be the 
more uſeful i in our generation, and be ca- 
pable of communicating to thoſe that need 
with the greater liberality. And the more 
prudently men manage their fortunes and 
their domeſtick affairs, the more will 
| their ability in this reſpect be increaſed; 

ſo that their neighbours may find the ad- 
vantage of their frugality, as by it they 


may: be able to impart to them ſuch a 
"man 
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ſhare of comfort, as a contrary conduct 
would have left them without power to 
do. 

In what particulars. the expences of 
moſe who are too laviſh are to be abridg- 
ed, as the circumſtances and ſituation of 
men are ſo very different, it would be a 
| taſk both difficult and diſagreeable to point 
| out. Every perſon that will think ſeri- 
ouſly and prudently upon the ſabje&, muſt 
be his own beſt judge: he muſt be beſt 
| acquainted with the expences attending 
| his method of living; and with the ex- 
| pences his income is able to bear: and 
| ſhould willingly incur none that can be 
| avoided, which are likely to be followed 
| with inconveniences to himſelf or his de- 
| pendents. There are inſtances enow _ 
which a little recollection may furniſh 
| us with, wherein many run into idle ex- 


to which their fortunes are by no means 


| ment, and often to the detriment of others. 
Every thing of this kind ſhould be cauti- 
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| travagancies—into pleaſures and luxuries 


adequate, generally to their own detri- 
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ons which would lead us to them; left 
by liſtening to their ſuggeſtions, we firſt 
conſume our own ſubſtance; and then 
Make too free with that of other men: 
and ſo not only deprive ourſelves of all 
that ſatisfaction and felicity, which always 


ſtand expoſed to thoſe inſults and con- 
tempts which are the ſure concomitants 
of an indigent ſtate : but bring upon our- 


ouſly forborn end we ſhould lay a re- 
ſtraint upon thoſe appetites and inclinati- 


attend a regular and prudent conduct, and 


ſelves the charge of having abuſed the 1 
: bleſſings of a kind providence, and this : 
perhaps with the fearful aggravations of 

injuſtice, and many other immoralities. 4 
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SERMON VI. 


Jog xiv. 14. 


— ALL THE DAYS OF MY APPOINT- 
ED TIME WILL I WAIT, UNTIL MY 


CHANGE COME. 


| God Almighty, though he was his avowed 


ſervant and favourite, permitted him to 
be afflicted to a degree beyond what mere 
man ever endured : — and this, not only 
that he might give him an opportunity of 
evidencing his obedience and ſubmiſſion 


to his divine will ; but that he might be 


propoſed as a ſtanding example, and com- 
fort to good men in all ſucceeding ages ; 
Who by contemplating. his behaviour, 


might 


HE RE are few, or none here, I 
hope, that are unacquainted with 
he hiſtory of this pious worthy : how, 
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might receive inſtruction and encourage. 
ment, to put in practice the duties of pa- 
_ tience and reſignation to God, even under 


befal them. 


reduced to as remarkable an indigence; 


a ſad reverſe, one of the meaneſt and moſt 
contemptible in it. —His children who | 
might have yielded fome conſolation and 
aſſiſtance to him in his diſtreſs, to add to 
his misfortunes, were overwhelmed by a 
| ſudden deſtruction.— And as if the depri- | 
vation of all that he had, was not a ſuffi- 
cient affliction ; he had the additional ca- 
lamity of a filthy and loathſome diſeaſe to 


coverſpread with fore boils, from the ur of 

bis. foot unto his crown. b 
very uncomfortable ; — and fad cauſe we 
have to believe, that many ae 
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the moſt adverſe circumſtances that could 
F ROM a remarkable affluence, he was 


inſomuch that he who was once the great- 
oft of all the men of the egſt, ſa became, by 


ſtruggle with, by which his body was 


In ſuch a condition, life muſt indeed be 


Y (a) Chap. 1. 3. (3) Chap, i, 7. 


people 
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people in our days, with the fourth part 
of the miſery he ſuſtained, would put an 
haſty period to it, rather than live to en- 


eaſily can bear; would fear not audaciouſ- 
ly to fly in the face of heaven, and un- 

thankfully to return the life it gave; as 
if determined not to live at all; — unleſs 
in the manner and ſtate they chuſe.— But 
the behaviour of holy Job affords us ano- 


good at the hands of God, and ſpall We not 
receive evil ?(b) 


believe that death would for ever deter- 
mine all his ſufferings, and therefore 
breathes up his wiſhes to God that He 
would be pleaſed to hide him in the grave : 
{c ) yet he very well knew, that any me- 


ſumptious encroachment upon the preroga- 


dure it: who, if providence ſhould diſ- 
penſe, what they do not approve, nor 


ther leſſon :—The Lord gave, ſays he, and 
the Lord hath taken away; bleſſed be the 
name of the Lord. (a) And ſhall we receive 


Anp though he had abundant beton to 


thod to ſhorten his life would be a pre- 


(a) Chap. i, 21. (4) Chap. ii. 10. (c) Chap. xiv. 13. 
tive 


18s SERMON VI 


tive of his maker; who as he was the 


only being that could give, was the only 


being that ſhould Fake it away; and to 
| whoſe good pleaſure it was the indifpenſi- 
ble duty of all his creatures to ſubmit, in 
diſpenſations ſeemingly the moſt hard and 


unaccountable. All the days, therefore ſays 
he, of my appointed time will I wait, until 
my change come. 


Axp from als words I ſhall take 1 an 


occaſion, in order to prevent a practice 
which every conſidering mind cannot but 
look on with great horror and concern, 
to lay before you, —Firſt the unreaſonable- 
neſs of ſelf- murder. And ſecondly the 
impiety of it, and the dreadful danger to 


which it muſt expoſe men's fouls. 


Now in all W who pur- 
poſe and perpetrate their own death, with 
deſign and deliberation, we muſt neceſſa- 


rily ſuppoſe ſome extraordinary uneaſineſs 
oppreſſing their minds; which a deſire to fly 
from, is able to prevail with them to coun- 
teract the firſt and ſtrongeſt impreſſion upon 
our natures that of ſelf- preſervation: 


which 
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which can make them weary of, and 
reſolved to part with life, which the ge- 
nerality-of mankind are moſt ſolicitous to 
prolong ; and are ready to part with every 

thing elſe to procure the ſafety and conti- 

nuance of that. And as this uneaſineſs 
muſt ariſe from ſome cauſe, either real 
or imaginary ; ſo this cauſe muſt be ow- 
ing either to what we could, or to what 
we could not avoid. Now if it is owing 
to any thing which we might have avoid- 
ed; that is, if the uneaſineſs we labour 
under is brought upon ourſelves, by any 
wilful imprudence and indiſcretions, we 
have all the reaſon in the world to bear 
it patiently. Wherefore, ſays the prophet, 
doth a living man complain, a man for the 
| puniſhment of his fins ? {a} He cannot ex- 
pect the conſtitution of things to be alter- 
ed in compliment to his follies and immo- 
ralities; but muſt take the blame and 
ſhame, of every wilful deviation from 
that law of reaſon and conſcience, which 
Was deſigned to be the regulator of his 


Ca Lam. iii. 39. „ 
conduct; 
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A conduct; and without murmuring ſubmit 
. j to the natural conſequence, or the juſt 


retribution of his own choice and pro- 
ceedings. - And inftead of being willing 


he has involved himſelf in ſom 2 

ll...” \ inconveniences, he ſhould rather wiſh 
| for future opportunities, to reQify and 
Hl j . retrieve the errors of his paſt behaviour, 
A that he might re-inſtate himſelf in that 
8 condition of peace and felicity, from which 


| they have been the occaſion of his fall. 


il; G Bur if this uneaſineſs 18 owing to any 
| Wl : thing which he had not the power to 
1 avoid: if unforeſeen, and unſought for 
In | - misfortunes have embarraſſed our worldly 
1 | affairs or the loſs of relations and friends 
1 plunged us into difficulties we know not 
'M 2 how to extricate ourſelves from: we 

MM | ought to conſider, that all events are 

1 lodged in the hands of an infinitely wiſe 


and kind providence, which either diſ- 
penſes to us, or at leaſt permits whatever 
can befal us: and that therefore time 
may bring us a relief which all our ſaga- 

City 


to ſhorten the number of his days; becauſe 
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city is not able to ſpy out: —0or what we 
undergo, may be deſigned as a trial to 
exerciſe and to prove our grace and vir- 
tues; ſuch as our faith, our patience, 
and reliance upon God: and that there- 
fore if we properly acquit ourſelves in this 
ſeaſon of probation, exemplifying an un- 
ſhaken confidence in his mercy, and a due 
| ſubmiſſion and reſignation to his divine 
| will; we may entertain a comfortable 


S 
199 hope, that our future reward ſhall be en- 
| hanced in proportion to the degree of our 
y WT preſent ſufferings. And ſurely to a chriſ- 
0 tian, who has the promiſes of God's in- 
Ir | fallible word to animate and ſupport him, 
ly dhe conſideration that what he ſuſtains is 
ids the good pleaſure of heaven, and that 
ot heaven ſhall be the recompence he ſhall 
we finally receive for a patient endurance of 
are it, muſt in the midſt of his ſorrows be an 
yiſc WW unſpeakable conſolation; and encourage 
di- him to travel on in the paths of life how- 
ever ever painful, till God ſhall be pleaſed to 
time Live him his diſmiſſion, and exchange his 
(aga- WW boubles for bliſs and glory. But if we 
city i --:. fret 
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fret and repine at his diſpenſations; reſoly. 
ing not to bear, what his wiſdom and 


goodneſs may not think proper to remove; 


but to put an end to our ſufferings, by 


putting an end 1 our lives; we, in effect, 


declare that we will no longer be ſubject 
to the rules of his government; but will 
follow the dictates of our own raſh wills, 
in oppoſition to, and in contempt of, what 
he judges beſt. For if it be his will that 
we ſhould ſuffer; it is our duty, and 
ſhould be our endeavour to ſhew an abſo- 
lute conformity to it: and the leſs we 
have deſerved to ſuffer, the greater advan- 
tages will accrue to us from our ſufferings: 
as they will finally work for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 2 
Wherefore, in the words of the apoſtle, 
bet them that ſuffer according to the will of 
God, commit the keeping of their ſouls io 
him in well doing, as unto a faithful creator; 
{b) who will aſſuredly fulfil his word to 
all his truly obedient ſervants, and make 


(4) ü. cor. iv. 17. (8) | i. Pet. iv. 19. 


their 


r +, 
In OT aps 4 eeTY be 


hancement of, their future — 


unreaſonable in itſelf; but an act of great 
| impiety, and attended with manifeſt danger 


| choly and diſtractions of men's minds, 
| when they come to be Judged by an all- 

| merciful being, we may very well pre- 
ſume: but as it is impoſſible for us, with 


what a degree it muſt affect them to ren- 


le, ö the ſafeſt way for us with regard to par- 

'of ticular people to ſuſpend our judgments; | 
leſt we ſhould confine, or ſiretch, too much 

7 the mercy of our Judge; who will, no 
to doubt, extend it to all his creatures, ſo 
ake far as his juſtice, and the laws of his go- | 

vernment will permit. 
5 | Bur as to thoſe, who, with their rea- 


I 5 dt 


cheir fafferings a e to, and an en- 


Bur ſecondly, ſelf- murder i is not only 


of eternal damnation. That all ſuitable 
allowances will be made for the melan- 


| any exactneſs to determine, to what their 
malady may be owing—how far they have 
| themſelves been acceſſary to it; — and to 


der them excuſable in the ſight of God, * 


| fon and underſtanding about them, per- 
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petrate a crime of ſo horrid a nature; fo 
far as the revelation of God acquaints us 
with the terms of our acceptance with 
him; we cannot but pronounce them 
guilty of great impiety, and that they 
incur a moſt fearful hazard of excluſion 
from his favour. Life, we know, is th: 
gift of God, which only the giver has: 
right to diſpoſe of: he has ſent us into 
the world to finiſh a work he has given us 
to do, to prepare us for the enjoyment of 
beatitudes 1 in a better, much ſuperior to 
any we can here receive: and as he only 
knows when this work is concluded, 6 
he only has a juſt power to diſcharge us 
from it; ſo that by depriving ourſelves of 
life, we not only invade his ſovereignty, 
but are guilty of great ingratitude and d di 
ſobedience towards him. 
And this crime has this fearful and pe- 
culiar conſideration attending it, that ws 
cannot by repentance for it, entitle out- 
{elves through Chriſt to God's forgivench 
of it. Any other crime we poſſibly on! 
ſurvive, — may become truly ſenſible of, 


and Fan for : but this crime in its 
own 


Y P arr 
6 —_ n eben r 
5 . e oe re r. * 


SERMON VI 175 


opportunities for repentance ; and intro- 
duces the horrid perpetrator of it into the 
preſence of God, with the uncancelled 


of it, implies ſincere ſorrow for what we 
have done amiſs ; and unfeigned reſolutions 


| under no neceſſity, to commit, is a ma- 


v nifeſt contradiction: ſorry he may be, for 
s 0! dhe cauſe which impells him to the action, 
ity, but he can never be fo, for the action it- 
| i- WW (if. For ſorrow naturally contains in it, 

n ardent with and defite, that what we 
pe- forrow for, had not been done: but how 
t ue man, previouſly to the doing of an action, = 
out” Wh can defire t not to be done, which, as 
rendb a free agent he is contriving and purpoſed 
ma to do, ſeems impoſſible to define. ” 
le 0h Ir therefore by an act of ſuicide (which is 


own nature, prevents and precludes all 


guilt of a moſt audacious violation of his 
will and law, cleaving to his wretched 
foul. For repentance in the very nature 


of future amendment: but nothing of theſe _ 
can poſſibly be found, in the determined 
| purpoſe of the ſelf-murderer. For to ſay 


he is ſorry for what he is reſolved, and 


! 2 impious 


— vs he „r 6 we 4 
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impious in itſelf, and for which it is not 
poſſible to expreſs any contrition and pe- 
nitence in an after behaviour) any perſon 
ſhall expect to put an end to his troubles, 
he may probably find himſelf woefully de- 
ceived, and that it will prove only the be- 
ginning of them: as no miſery in our pre- 
ſent ſtate can equal ?hat which, for ſuch 


| | an atrocious crime, there 1 is reaſon to feat, 
| = "WM prepared 1 in another. : 

. . Every man who meditates ſeriouſly 
l | | 5 „ upon that future account he muſt one day 


give to the awful Judge of quick and 
dead; would make it his earneſt endea- 
vour to grow in grace and goodneſs conti- 
nually, that every day might ſurpaſs the 
preceding one in piety and virtue, and 
that at the cloſe of life, he might be found 
in a frame of mind more devout and hea- 
venly, than in any former period he had 
been able to attain : how dreadful then 


muſt it be, to leave this world, and to 
if „ enter into the next, with hands imbrued 
1 in dur own blood ! —to ſuffer the laſt act 
N 5 _ of our lives to exceed every other in impi- 
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ety and to dare to thre w ourſelves into 


eternity in defiance of the will and law of 


our Maker and Judge! 
THEsE conſiderations, if ſcriouſly revoly- 


| ed in our minds; may have a proper effect 
| in laying a reſtraint upon our hands; and 
detering us from the fatal purpoſe, of 


ruſhing into the preſence of God, under 


| ſuch deplorable circumſtances ; not for- 
| getting to reflect upon t t diſgrace and 
 ignominy, with which the memory of 
{elf-murderers is always loaded; es well as 


upon that pain and anguith, they naturally 


occaſion in the breaſts of their neareſt and 


deareſt friends. 


Let it then be our care ſo to Peha "Ws 
as not wilfully to bring ourſelves into ſuch 


an unhappy condition in life, as may ren- 


der it irkſome and burthenſome to us, and 
incline us to liſten fo any temptation to 


take it away ! 

Anp whatever trials and afflicions ſhall 
befall us by the ordination and permiſſion 
of Almighty God, let us run with patience 


the race he ſhall ſet before us! For if we 


13 believe, 
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our comfort and example 
pecially, let us ruminate upon the beha- 
viour of the Redeemer of mankind | Wha, | 
for the joy that was ſet before him, endured 
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believe, that he governs all things by his 
providence here, and has provided a future 


felicity for us —his creatures hereafter ; 
let us put our full 7ruft and confidence in hi; 
mercy ; and he will either remove from u; 
the bitter cup, or enable us to drink It 
with a chriſtian magnanimity. 


Lr us call to mind the nn « 
thoſe, who are recorded in ſcripture for 
And more el- 


the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is ſo 


| down at the right hand of God. For, ſay; 
the apoſtle, conſider him, that endured fiuch 
contradiction of ſinners again} himſelf, lejt 
ye be wearied and faint in your minds. (a) 
Follow the pattern he has propoſed to you 


under his ſufferings, as a ſure means to at- 
tain to his glory! And however hard your 


lot may ſeem; 3 however grievous to be 
born the portion diſpenſed to you 11 15 
| trence rand well doing pal 1 00 mw 1 5 


(a) Heb. X11, 25 cc. | 
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Reſolve to wait all the days of your appoint- 
| ed time, Which cannot be long; until your 
| change come; which will prove then not 

' for the worſe, but infinitely for the bet- - 
ter: — a change of ſorrow, for j joy; —a 
| change of pain, for pleaſure, — and the 
| change of a life, hourly liable to vexations 
and diſquietudes, for beatitudes uninter- | 
| rupted and endleſs in the preſence and 

i communion of our God. 


1 5 which happy eſtate, that we all 
may finally attain, God of his infinite 
mercy grant; Sc. = N 
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 PRovERBs, xxii. 16. 


HER THAT OPPRESSETH THE POOR 70 
INCREASE HIS RICHES, AND HE THAT | 

 GIVETH TO THE RICH, SHALL SURELY. 

aL 


"AD Solomon in his compoſitions been 
1 1 left only to thoſe great abilities, with 
which it pleaſed God to diſtinguiſh him, 
his writings as the obſervations and ſenti- 
ments of the wiſeſt man that ever hyed, 
had ſurely merited our attention and regard. 
E For whoever is not inflated with pride, or 
biaſſed by confiderations of {elf intereſt, 
would always judge it prudent to liſten to 
the advice of his ſuperior in underſtanding, 
and to pay a proper deference to his autho- 
rity and judgment: nay! he would be | 
. glad 
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glad to have recourſe to ſuch a counſellor 
upon every occaſion of importance, and 
would thankfully receive and purſue his 
directions. But when we call to mind, 


that though it was the pen of Solomon 
that wrote, one infinitely greater was his 
dictator: that the unerring ſpirit of wiſ- 


dom was his guide, (4 and that he was 
authorized to make known to mankind the 
methods of Divine Providence and the will 
of his Creator; we muſt not look upon his 


writings as the word of a man however 


great, but as they are in truth the word of 
God. fh ſo that in this light, they not 
only deſerve but command our obſervance; 
and not to pay it to them is more than an 

argument of our folly, —it will be imputed 
to us as n. If our fellow creature ſhall 
ſpeak, we may, if we pleaſe, refuſe to 
hear him; and be chargeable for our re- 
fuſal with nothing farther than incivility 
or imprudence. But if the Almighty ſhall 
 fignify to us his pleaſure, we have no 
longer any ſuch liberty ; we are then 


(a) ii. Tim. iii. 16. (i. Thef. ii. 13. 
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obliged to give ear and to obey; and not 


to do ſo, is both dangerous and great im- 
piety : for beſides the guilt of counter- 
acting the will of our God and King, for 
which we muſt be reſponſible hereafter ; 
we have reaſon to expect all thoſe preſent 


evils which he has threatened to deter us 
from ſuch perverſeneſs and contempt. And 
his temporal judgments, as we may 
many times obſerve (and probably might 


obſerve much oftner, were we privy to 
the cauſes of his diſpenſations, and to the 
reaſons upon which he acts) we ſhall find 
frequently ſuited to the nature of that fin 
by which we incurred them: inſtances in 


proof of this might eaſily be produced, 
was it not thought unneceſſary to take up 


your time in enumerating them. Let that 
therefore with which the words of the text 
has furniſhed us, at preſent ſuffice: He 


that oppreſſeth the poor to increaſe his riche 6. 


and he that giveth to the rich, ſball ſurely 


come to want. That is, they who pay no 


regard to the wants and diſtreſſes of the 
poor, as it is plain, that they who increaſe. 


- 
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them 
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them by their oppreſſions, and they who 
laviſh their bounty upon the rich, do not; 
ſhall either themſelves, or in their poſte- 
rity be reduced to the ſame neceſſitous 
condition. For though they may purſue 
ſuch methods, as they judge moſt likely 
to ſecure themſelves from it ; the one, by 


multiplying their gain at the expence of 
the poor, and the other by overlooking 
their exigencies to purchaſe the friendſhip 
| and favour of the rich; yet all this ſhall 
i avail them nothing; but either in their 
[| | own perſons, or in their deſcendants 
if | they ſhall ſurely come to want. 
1 Ap what the W bas here hs 
1 nounced, is, I doubt not, in numerous in- 
| ſtances verified amongſt us : inſomuch that 
A in many of the revolutions of fortune, 
( were we as I have juſt now hinted, privy 
i to the tranſactions of men and the reaſons 
fel | 7 . of God's dealing towards them, we ſhould 
1 — be frequently obliged to acknowledge his 
vi} Fp juſtice i in the retribution. We might of- 
_—_ R_ tentimes ſee men fall into the ſnare, that 
1 they had inſiduouſly . for the feet 
| ol 
I! 
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of others; and the evil they have intend- 
ed and brought upon them, returned in 
full meaſure upon their own pate. We 
might ſee the corroding curſe which the 
oppreſſor has entailed upon his acquiſitions 
inſeperably cleaving to them, and becom- 
ing the plague and vexation of his poſteri- 
ty till it had entirely conſumed them, 


| GIVE me leave therefore in the firſt 

lace, to point out wherein the nature of 

LR confiſts. (For to that part of 
the text I ſhall confine myſelf. And ſe- 


condly to lay before you a conſideration or 
two as diſſuaſives againſt * 


” Now to oppreſs the poor, is in any ſort 
* to take the advantage of their neceſſities, 
2 ſo as to add to the burthen of their pover- 
wp and diſtreſs. Various are the ways in 
ef | which this may be done; but two only 1 
u 


| ſhall particularly mention, as perhaps the 
moſt common in practice, in order to en- 
rich the oppreſſor. And the one is in buy- 
| Ing and ſelling; and the other i is in paying 


of 
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of wages for work. For as in the one caſe, 


he is an oppreſſor, who takes more for 


his commodity than it is worth, all cir- 
cumſtances conſidered: ſo in the other, 


is he, who can undervalue the labour of 


his workman, ſo as not to reward it as it 
juſtly deſerves : but when both theſe evils 
_ concur, the preſſure upon the poor muſt 

be heavy indeed. Theſe two aſſertions 


ſeem to carry ſuch plain truth, that, 1 


_ apprehend, they will meet with contra- 
diction from none. But the grand cauſe 
of oppreſſion ſeems to lie in this miſtake, | 


that the one judges his commodity worth 
whatever he can get for it: and the other, | 


that the labour of the workman deſerves 


no more than he can oblige him to take: 
and therefore whilſt this man thinks him- | 


ſelf at liberty to make the moſt exorbitant 


demands; the other makes no more ſcru- 


ple of beating down the hireling to a moſt 
ſhameful degree. 


Bur I would aſk in theſe caſes, whe- 
ther there i is no other rule for our conduct, 
but our own arbitrary wills! ? Whether, 


where there is no preſcribed law whereby 
to 


NS 


*% 


our diſpoſitions, how mercenary or mean 


| every man may make what uſe he pleaſes 
| of the advantages in his power, without 


may affect the reſt of mankind. 

have ſo little regard for the comfort and 
thus to the dictates of their own depraved 
vide gap to all manner of cruelty; and to 
a prey to the raven and oppreſſion of the 


world, ſo has he likewiſe to the moral, 


ker in the other, ought it to be broken. 


tational exiſtence a ſenſe of common equi- 
h and Juſtice, a capability of diſtinguiſh- 


reſt, No! as he has given to the 8 


hw; which as in the one it is not, ſo nei- 


lle has impreſſed upon the mind of every 


K ing 


to regulate theſe proceedings, we hos 
| right to deal with our fellow creature, as 


ſoever, may prompt us? If lo, there 
can be no ſuch thing as oppreſſion; ; but 


being at all concerned how his behaviour 

BuT we cannot ſuppoſe the Deity wm 
happineſs of his creatures, as to leave them 
paſhons, fince this would be to open a 


abandon by far the greater part of us, as 
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and ſetteth his heart upon it: te oft he c. 


a 
6 ing betwtis: what is right and What is 5 
wrong; which was it not clouded or per- 1 
verted by prejudice or ſelf-intereſt, would Ko! 
be of excellent uſe to reſtrain us, fron 9 
making encroachments upon the natural ue 
rights of one another. But we in parti- Wi 5 
cular enjoy the benefit of an additional A 
law, that of revelation ; wherein, we may tall; 
obſerve, that he has expreſſed in nume- 2 
rous places, an eſpecial care for the preven- fork 
tion of the evils now before us. A few of Wi 1 
them for your ſatisfaction I ſhall mention, nd 
and they are ſuch as theſe. If thou R 1 
ought unto thy neighbour, or buyeſt aught i impor 
thy neighbour s hand, ye ſhall not . ar 1 
another; but thou ſhalt fear thy. God ; 4 As 1 
Jam the Lord thy God. {a}. Tia 
Ap again, Thou ſhalt not oppreſe a nl i 
kired ſervant that ts poor and needy, ( whe rey oP 
ther he be of thy brethren, or of thy ftrar- 1 
gers that are in thy land within thy gates } if Rig: 
the day thou ſhalt give him his hire, neitle . 
Pall the ſun go down upon it, for he ts pot . 


(a) Lev. XXV. 145 17. 


18 Ul 5 


N . — . * a+ 144 — . —— , #3 4, £94 — - — — - 2 —— — . 0 
N , | —. 
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againſi thee unto the Lord, and i it be Jin unto 
thee. F/ 
Ap fays the prophet Jeremy; Wo 
| unto. him that buildeth his houſe by unrighte- 
| ouſneſs, and his chambers by wrong : that 
uſetb his neighbour's ſervice without Wages, 
| and giveth him not for his work. (6) /m — 
Axp ſays the prophet Malachi, fore- 
telling the e ſpeedy advent of Chriſt : I will 
come near 70 you to judginent, and I will be a 
| furft witneſs againſt the ſorcerers, and againſt 
| the adulterers, and againſt falſe ſwearers, 
and againſt thoſe that oppreſs the hireling in 
bis wages. With many others of the like - 
import, that, was it neceſſary, night 
eaſily be produced. 
As to ſettling the meaſure and manner 
of our dealing with one another in theſe 
reſpe&s, it was not poſſible ; becauſe the ; 
circumſtances of things are ſo variable and  _ = 
fuctuating, that no certain ſtandard could e 1 
it any one period be fixed. But there is 
law of perpetual obligation, which, if 
pon all occaſions we would have recourſe | 


ben. Xxiv, 14, 1 5. 74) Jer. xxit, 13. Ce) Mal. iii. . 1 4.20 
K 2 0s 1 


> „ en eus OD SHS Wo wo. r ALA, 
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to, we ſhould find it our ſureſt director: 
and that is, fo do ta others, as we would 
they ſhould do to us; and not to offer any 
uſage to them, which would appear hard 
and unreaſonable for us to receive. Were 
we to regulate our conduct according to 
this law, a much leſs profit might often- 
times probably content us: we might 
judge it reaſonable and our duty to confine 

_ ourſelves within the bounds of moderation, 
| becauſe it would appear otherwiſe to us, 
to be obliged to comply with any thing 
beyond them. Let the ſeller in 1magina- 
tion at leaſt, change places for a while 
with the buyer, and the maſter with his 
| ſervant : and how will they find their ſen- 
timents reverſed, when they view them- 
ſelves in this different fituation ! They 
may poſſibly ſee juſt cauſe in many in- 

| ſtances to condemn a behaviour which now 
may eſcape their notice; and be able to 
produce againſt themſelves accuſations of 
partiality and oppreflion, | which were 
they at A * ſen ſible of, might 
make 


make their f#eſh. rrembll - for . * the judg: 
ments of God. - 


men of this turn ſupport themſelves, is 
the example of others: they only act, 
they cry, like other men, and they can 
ſee no reaſon why they ſhould not. 
Bur if the example of others will be a juſ- 
| tification for them, they may have this to 

| plead, for every ſpecies of wickedneſs; in 
many other caſes, to be able to produce pre- | 


12 eecdents, Thope, they would think no war- 
a- Wh-ant for their imitation : and why then in 
ile beſe of oppreſſion is their imitation ex- 


cable? Whatever is wrong becomes not 
Fright, "becauſe multitudes purſue it; and 
ib ſo far from being the 1 eſo, for the num- 
ber of offenders, that it is therefore the 


! impartial conſultation with our own 
reſt, the behaviour of others appears 
ulpable to us, it is certainly our duty to 

deavour to rectify it by our example, 
puter than by tranicriving .1 it to confirm E 
em in their errors. „ 

. 3 Tuts 


IkNow, the uſual argument with which 


re offenſive to Almighty God. If upon 
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the deciſion; but like a cloud it envelope; 
the mind and prevents it from diſcerning 
the truth; and compels us to lay hold of 
an argument to ſupport us in a practice, 


2 . 
175 to lay before you a conſideration or 
two as diſſuaſives from oppreſſion. And 
flirſt then let us conſider, that he that thus 


wee. 


body politick, ſo ought he to look upo 


- — 
"4 — 
— — ꝗ— — — 


enable him, to contribute to the comfof 
and well being of every individual in! 
He ſhould however entertain no vien 


to the happineſs of others: and thouy 


rod ta 2 r Pr 


Trrs we ſhould be eaſily convinced of 
was not our intereſt ſo nearly concerned in 


which -in a caſe of a different nature, We 
ſhould be aſhamed to > make uſe of. - 


eric as I & waa feronit 


oppreſſeth the poor is | gy boy 175 in- 


I 


As every man is a member of the gret 


himſelf. obliged, as far as his powei 


which may prove deſtructive in any wi 


he may be e to purſue his prival 
intere 


intereſt, it ſhould never be to the infeli- 
city and ruin of his neighbours. But he 


in view, and that is to increaſe his riches. 
He can unreluctantly ſacrifice the happi- 
_ neſs. of numbers, in order to promote what 


dure, as if they partook not of the ſame 


when God has liberally ſhowered down 


| not be ſuppoſed that God intended his 
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that opreſſeth the poor has only one end 


he eſteems his own : and ſeems as regard- 
jeſs of the hardſhips and miſeries they en- 


common nature. It is a ſhocking conſi- 

eration, that the avaritiouſneſs of ſome, 
ſhall prompt them to defeat the kind de- 
ſigns of providence to ſerve us all. That 


his bleſſings upon us in an uncommon 

plenty, there ſhould be found ſome not 
only ſo unthankful as to deny his good- | 
neſs, but ſo greedy of gain as for the ſake 

of obtaining it, to endeavour to convert 

his mercy into a ſore calamity, by intro- 

ducing all the effects of ſcarcity, in the 

midſt of a very great abundance. It can- 


bleflings for the advantage only of a few, 
Ji for the benefit of us all; and why 


K 5 ſhould 
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ſhould not all then be Wan to joy 
the benefit of them? 

Pur poor, it is well news, bene 
lately undergone great hardſhips, and 
ſuffered much through the want of the 
conveniences, and even the common ne- 


ceſſaries of life; and who -ſhall dare to 


deny, that the great author gf all good gifts, 
has thus remarkably Gefſed our victual 
with increaſe, to filence all complaints, and 
tuo ſatisfy them, particularly with bread : (a) 
| that by experiencing after their affliction 
ſo ſeaſonable a ſupply, they might be 
taught to look up with gratitude and praiſe 
to the hand that diſpenſed it, and for ever 
to remember, and ſerve him for it. Aud 
if fo, how preſumptuous muſt be the 
wickedneſs, not only to deprive them of the 
bounty of their heavenly Father; but as to 
ſome of them, probably of an affecting cal 
to ſeriouſneſs and ſalvation; to ſet them- 
ſelves to oppoſe the gracious intentions of 
the E 5 5 ' and! in iplte of N _—_— 


of FF Pa cxxxii. 16. 


nels 
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neſs to eaſe, to continue the x pieffure upon 
ow you and Ow | 


furely'come to want: that however an in- 


ho not only in a future, but in the pre- 


cape with impunity; but upon the wealth 
P] of the oppreſſor has denounced a curſe, 
ke which ſooner or later will certainly deſtroy 
Ji it. So that the oppreſſor by his evil prac- 
10 tice may indeed load his conſcience witn 
call guilt; but ſhall leave his ill gotten . 
FI ſo encumbred with misfortunes, that po- 
. of W ety ſhall aſſuredly be een of . 
64. Achat at the laſt. 


: (a) Prov. xx. 21. : 
e lamities 
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1 en let us PTE call "Y 
Ain. and ruminate ſeriouſſy upon the 


words of the. text, That be that thus 52 
prefſeth the poor to increaſe bis riches, ſhall 


leritunce by ſuch means may be got haſtily 
at the beginning, the end thereof ſhall not be 
_ Blefſed:{a) There is an infinitely juſt being 

ho narrowly obſerves all our actions; and 


ſent ſtate will not ſuffer oppreſſion to eſ- 


: pt RS 
. - 4 
- 1 * 


Now were the difappointments and ca- 5 


of beggary and contempt; how would 
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lamities which ſuch an one / entails upon 
his offspring fairly repreſented to his view, 
cvuld he ſee now, what in the courſe of 
Divine Providence will come to paſs when 

be is no more; — his children in the 
hands of ſpoilers and oppreſſors; or ſtrug⸗ 
gling with unavoidable and grievous miſ- 
fortunes; and perhaps with the extremity 


ſuch a ſcene affect him with the deepeſt 
commiſeration and ſorrow! eſpecially 
when he reflected that all this was occaſi- 
oned by his own unjuſtifiable proceedings: 
he would ſurely conclude with Solomon, 
that better for them would be little with 
the fear of the Lord, than great treaſure {a} 
and ſuch trouble entailed upon it : that he 
would act the part of a more kind parent 
by endeavouring to ſecure-as well as to . 
.tam a poſſeſſion for his children ; 3 and 
therefore to be more ſolicitous about the 
manner, than the matter of his acquiſitions; 
that the favour and protection of heaven 


-might accompany and proſper them, and 


(4) Prov. xv. 6 
that 
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that generations yet unborn might rejoice. 
in the effects of his conſcientious and be- 
£ nevolent dealing. 
Tuts would be to conſult the true hap- 
pineſs of his poſterity, as well as his own ; 
to procure the peace of God for himſelf, 
and his bleſſing for them: that with 
comfortable hopes in his mercy, he might 
in his laſt moments reſign his ſoul into the 
hands of his Creator; and recommend 
his fatherleſs children to his paternal care 
and goodneſs, who has promiſed: to be 4 
father to the fatherleſs; { a) and that the ſeed 
of the righteous ſhall never be forſaken. 0 2 


Now to God the Father, Sc. 8 


| (4) Pia), Lxvill. 5 | (8) — Xxxxvii. 25. 
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SERMON vn 
Jexeran xxiii. 17. 


11 HAVE Nor SENT THE PROPHETS, YET 


THEM, YET THEY PROPHESIED. 


THEY RAN : I HAVE NOT SPOKEN TO 


[N the days c of the prophet 1 
there was a ſet of arrogant and preſump- 
tuous men, who by falſel/ pretending to 
divine inſpiration, aſſumed to themſelves 
the character of the true prophets of the 
Lord, as himſelf complains, cauſing bis 
people Tjrael to err, and flrengthening them 
in their wicked ways: as they dared to act 
without his commiſſion, ſo they ſpoke : 
without his direction; impoſing upon a 
too credulous people the ſentiments and 


imaginations of their own hearts, for the 
9 of the infallible 8 of God. It 
Re 
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is theſe of whom in the worlf of the text, 
the Almighty by the mouth of his pro- 


phet declares, I have not ſent them, yet 
they ran; I have not ſpoken to them, yet 
| they prophefied : but behold, ſays he, I am 
againſt theſe prophets, that uſe their tongues 
and ſay, he ſaith : Behold J am againſt them 
that prophecy falſe dreams, ſaith the Lord, 
and db tell them : and cauſe my people to err 


by their lies and by their lightneſs, yet I 


ent them not, nor commanded them. (a) And 


to his people in order to ſecure them from 
the bad deſigns of theſe arrogant preten- 


ders; he addreſſes himfelf in this moſt 


ſolemn manner; Thus faith the Lord of 


5 hoſt, hearken not unto the words of the pro- 
Petr that prophecy unto you ; they make you 


van: they Jpeak a viſion of their own heart, 


and not out of the mouth of the Lord.(b) And 
this was not an evil peculiar to that time 
and people, but has infeſted the church 


in all ages. Our Saviour obſerves to the 


Jews 1 in his time, in vain do they worſhip 
ne, IR for doctrines the commandments 


4 (i ver I, and 34 = 2 Ver, 16. 
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the promulgation of the goſpel have there 


ſeed, the enemy was reſolved by ſowing his 
Mex, either through mercenary views; 


poffibly ſometimes prompted by a miſtaken 
zeal for the advancement of piety; have 


| been excited to break in upon the order 
| of the church, and to introduce innovati- 
TT into the religion of Chriſt : inſomuch 
x that we find it a principal care of the apoſ- 
4 les themſelves, to arm their proſelytes 
$ againſt the infuſions of ſuch, and to keep 
of them ſteady, and conſtant, in the profeſ- 
ne bon and practice of that ſound doctrine, yh 
FE which they had delivered to them. 
ne Tuar the preſent age abounds with 
% many of this temper we need not be told: 


(a, Mat. xv. 9. 


of 


or traditions of men : / a) and as there were 
falſe teachers amongſt them, ſo ever ſince 


been ſuch amongſt chriſtians ; as if where- 
ver God ſhould be pleaſed to ſow his good 


| fares, to endeavour to choak and deſtroy 


or a fond conceit of their own abilities; or 


ince we ſee men not at all remarkable 8 


from a liberal education; from ſome of 
the fore- mentioned motives, ſetting up 
for guides and inſtructors of their brethren: 
and not only acting in the publick capaci- 
ty of preachers, without any lawful call 


nan by whom the offence cometh :{b Though 
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for any natural endowments; and in 1 
great meaſure, if not altogether, deſti- 
tute of the aſſiſtances and benefits ariſing 


or authority to do fo ; but boldly aſſerting 1 
ſtrange doctrines, which have no founda- " 
tion in ſcripture; ſerving to amuſe, and the 
feed the ſpiritual pride of ſome of their "I 
hearers, whilſt they fill the reſt with per- Ws 
plexity and doubt. From fhe paſſions and 1 
infirmities of mankind indeed, theſe arc bor 
proceedings we muſt frequently expect to bobs 
hear of: and therefore it is, that the 2 
apoſtle obſerves, there muſt be berge * 
among ſt you, that they which are approved, " 
or the ſincere among you may be made mani- . 
feſt. (a) And likewiſe our bleſſed Lox Bi fe 
himſelf declares, it muſt needs be that H. = 
fences come, but Wa, nevertheleſs to that rag 


6a) i. Cor. xi. 19. {b) Mat. xviii. 7. 
RS 1 9 Y 


SERMON VII. 147 


it is natural to ſuppoſe that there always 


Chriſt, and to endeavour to ſeduce his 
members from her, yet as there is no 
force nor neceſſity impoſed upon any thus 
to act, this pleads no excuſe for thoſe who 
ſhall do ſo : — but as they run into his 
miniſtry without his miſſion, and teach 


impiety of their preſumption, and the bad 
conſequences of it. 


Ap how great the impiety of it is, 1 

ſhall endeavotir to convince you, not only 
| for the ſake of thoſe who already may have 
been guilty of it, but to deter others fyom 
the like practice, who poſſibly might be 
| drawn into it by 1 their example. 


ſtructing the people, has in all ages by 


lince the promulgation of chriſtianity, but 


1 . before 


will be men to diſturb the church of | 


what in his word he commands them not, 
they ſhall be reſponſible to him for the 


Ap for this pur poſe, let me obſerve to 
you, that preaching to, or publickly in- 


the authority and direction of divine reve- 
lation, been eſteemed an office peculiar to 
| the ſacred function: and this not only 


148 i: E R M ON VIII. 


before the bleſſed author of it appeared 
amongſt us. For under the Jewiſh diſ- 
penſation we cannot but obſerve with what 
a ſolemn care, the Almighty calls and ap- 
points men, both to the prieſtly and pro- 
phetic office: and endeavours to ſecure 
to them, the unmoleſted diſcharge of theit 
duty, by menaces ſufficient to deter the moſt 
daring, from any encroachment or invaſion 
of the provinces of either. With reſpedt 
to the former, theſe are his words to 
Moſes: Thou ſhalt appoint Aaron and his ſons, 
and they ſhall wait on their prieſts office : and 
the ſtranger that cometh nigh ſhall be put te 
death. ſa And of the other, (ſays he) 
The prophet that ſhall preſume to ſpeak a 
word in my name, which I have not con- 
manded him to ſpeak, . even that prop bet ſpall 
 farely die. (b Theſe were the meſſengers of 
the Lord of Hoſt, ſe whom himſelf either 
immediately, or by an eſtabliſhed rule 
appointed to deliver his will and law to the 
people. And ſo much reverence our bleſſ- 
ed Saviour himſelf expreſſed to this au- 


IT 40 Num. 18. 1 10. 7 3) Deut. i 20. 7 J Mali 7. 
| | 2! | thorit, 


| and phariſees were become extremely 
. corrupt in their manners, yet he injoined | 
. WT the multitude: to pay a ſerious attention 
aud regard to hat, which in the capacity 


of teachers they received from them. 


| bid you obſerve, that obſerve and do: but 


| lives, would be no excuſe to others for 
| the non-obſervance of their doctrines. 7 


this divine inſtitution, that by his own 


Hing himſelf to be made an high prief, but 


e Mat. «xiii, 2 


SERMON VIII. ug. 


t thority, that notwithſtanding the ſcribes 


"The ſcribes and phariſees (fays he) fe. 
in Moſes ſeat, and. therefore whatſoever they 


| do not ye after their works: for they ſay 
| and do not. (a) A plain | proof that though 
they were bad men; they were legal mi- 
nijlers; and that the immorality of their 


Axp the Saviour of mankind, is ſo far 
from altering or aboliſhing any part of 


practice he approves and confirms it: he 
entred not upon his publick office, till 
he received power and authority from 
| above; as the apoſtle obſerves, not glori- 


be that ſaid u unto him, thou art my ſon, ta 


1 day 
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day have I begotten thee. (6) And before 


any of his followers took upon them to 
. publiſh his doctrine to others, they receive 


ed a commiſſion from him to do ſo. For 
as the evangeliſt inform us, he ordained 
twelve that they ſhould be with him, and 
that he might ſend them forth to preach. {b} 
But theſe not being ſufficient to reap the 
great harveſt {c}) of converts he foreſaw 
ready to embrace his goſpel : therefore it is 
faid, that he appointed other ſeventy alſo, 


5 and ſent them two and two before his face 


into every city and place, hither he himſelf 
would come. { d 5 And that the ſame order 


might be obſerved during the continuance 


of his church upon earth, he imparted to 


his apoſtles the ſame power and authority 


to conſtitute others to the ſame offices, 
unto which he had conſtituted them. 4s 
my father, ſays he, has ſent me, even ſo 
fend Tyou:(e) that is, as I have received 
authority from my father thus to ſend you, 
fol communicate to ”_ the fame autho- 


(a) Heb. v. 5 55 e's Fer 14. "Lake, ix. 1. 


| cc Luke, Xs 2 (4 Luke, x. . Ce) hon, . | 
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rity in like manner to ſend others when I 
am gone: and this power I confine not 
perſonally to you, but will that it be con- 


ferred by you upon your ſucceſſors, and fo 


be continued in my church to the end of 
time: For lo, I am with you always even 
unto the end of the world. Ca.) 
And ſuch punctual obſervers were the 

zpoſtles of this rule, that they admitted 


none, even into the loweſt offices of the 


miniſtry, without being regularly and ſo- 
lemnly ordained by prayer and impoſition 
of their hands. Inſomuch that we read in 
the 6th. chapter of the Acts of the apoſ- 
tles, that when the Grecians complained 


againſt the Hebrews, becauſe their widows 


were neglected in the daily miniſtration ; 
that is, were not ſo duly regarded 
in the diſtribution of the charity money, 


as thay apprehended the others were ; the 


apoſiles told them, that the buſineſs they 
were then engaged | in— that of preaching 
the goſpel, was of ſuch neceſſity and im- 
PIE that they could not t mngi0S] it; . 


(4) Mat. xxviii. 20. 


„„ neither 


neither had they leiſure to take upon them 
ſelves the care and management of the 
poor: and therefore they ordered the diſci- 
ples to loo out ſeven men of honeſt report, 
Full of the | Holy Ghoſt and wiſdom, whom 
they, viz. the apoſtles, might appoint over 
this buſmeſs. They do not ſay, make 
choice of ſeven men, whom you judge 
proper, and ſet them apart for this 
work; but reſerve entirely the power of 
deſignation in their own hands: and ac- 
cordingly it is ſaid, that the number | 
which was ſelected was ſet before the apoſ- 
tles, who, when they had prayed, laid their 
Sands on them, and ſo conſecrated them : 
to their office. This was the ſolemn me- 
thod of calling men to any are in tbe 
miniſtry, not only in the apo! olick age, 
but in every ſucceeding one: for that 
power which Chriſt conferred upon his 
apoſtles, they conferred upon their ſucceſſ- 
ors; and ſo, has it been tranſmitted from 
generation to generation, and remains 
in his church to this very day. And there- 


fore any man, more eſpecially where the 
Ny eccle- i 


eccleſiaſtical government is regularly form- 
ed and eſtabliſhed according to this plan, 
who ſhall preſume without commiſſion de- 
rived from this authority, to take upon 
him any part of the miniſterial function, 
ought to be looked upon as a profane i in- 
vader of a moſt ſacred province, and great- 
ly guilty of i impiety towards God. 

Ap indeed that ſuch. are the ſentiments. 8 
of the church of England i in this matter, 
may not only be inferred from her invari- 
able practice, but from her articles which 
| the has preſcribed as the rule of it: in the 
twenty third of which, ſhe declares, that 
«it is not lawful for any man to take up- 
* on him the office of publick preaching 
* or miniſtring the ſacraments in the con- 
| « gregation, before he be lawfully called 


e and ſent to execute the ſame.” 


AND thoſe whom we of our communi- ; 
on look upon to be inveſted with the law- 


ful authority to call and fend ſuch perſons, 


| need not inform you, are the biſhops 
| and > paſtors of the church, whom the pro 
e viene 
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vidence of God has been n pleaſed to = over 
1 


Nay, even the moſt numerous ſect of 
diſſenters amongſt us, whom, we believe 


In this particular to have deviated from 
the apoſtolick and primitive pattern; yet 
agree with us in an opinion of the indiſ- 
eee of: a ſolemn e ö 8 


mother and 3 a . it is to be 


received; but allow the necgſity of the 


thing; and preſume not to diſcharge any 
acts of their miniſtry, without being firſt 
delegated by thoſe, in whom they appre- 
hend a power to be lodged ſufficient for 
that purpoſe. How far they may err 
herein would neither be pertinent to my 
preſent buſineſs nor deſign to inquire: 


which are to convince thoſe of their pre- 
ſumption who ſtart up amongſt ourſelves, 
and aſſume themſelves the office of pub- 


lick preachers, without having any law- 


ful call or authority to do ſo. 


Tur chriftians in a private manner 
have not only « a liber ty, but that! it is their 


duty 


* 0 
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duty to exhort and admoniſh one another, 


the ſcripture informs us, and reaſon will 


ſhew us the advantages likely to attend it: 
but when men endeavour to draw others 
after them, and aſſemble them together 
in form of religious congregations ; ; when 
they ſo far take upon them the mi iſteri- - 
al function, as publickly_ to preach. to, 


| and inſtru ſuch people, (ſuppoſing their 
intention to be good, and their doctrine to 


be the ſame) yet the leaſt that we can fay, 


is, "that they are in a grievous error; as 


they violate the rule which Chrift himfelf 
has eſtabliſhed ; and break in upon, and 
diſturb the order and er ny on His | 


church, 


How (fays st. Paul) ſhall they Jlieve im 
bi F whom they have not heard? And 
how ſhall they hear, without a preacher ? 


And how ſhall they preach except they be ſent. 


(a) - Plainly enough intimating (as a 
A great writer obſerves) that to preach the 


© goſpel without being ſent, is as impoſ- 
10 {ible i ina chriſtian or moral ſenſe; as it 


(a) Rom. x X. 1 5 


« is 
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5 kind, 


« 18 in a natural one for a man to believe 
60 „What he never heard; or to hear what 
« was never ſpoken to him.” 6a 

3 Bur let us aſk, on whom or on what, 


do theſe pretenders found their miſſion ? | 
Who ſent them to preach the goſpel; 3 O 
What authority can \ they produce. for their 
doing ſo? 
As we know they have no o external call, 
they probably will tell. us, they have an 
internal one : that by the ſpirit of God, 
and an extraordinary regard for the ſalva- 
tion of their fellow creature, they have 
been prompted and prevailed upon to ap- 
pear in the character they aſſume. 
To have a regard for the ſouls of man- 
muſt be allowed to be laudable and 
chriſtian : : and in a private and proper 
manner, . whether in adminiſtring advice, 
_ conſolation, inſtruction, or reproof, let 
them expreſs. it as deeply as they pleaſe. 
But then let them remember this apoſto- | 


lick rule, that we muſt not do evil, that 


| good Vi hung: . how good. ſoever N be 


/ 


(an Stack. Fol, p. 135. 


the 


the 
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the end we propoſe, if we purſue wrong 
means to obtain it, we are likely to bring 
a curſe upon ourſelves, inſtead of a bleſſing: 


if other men are not ſo good, as we could 


wiſh they were, we muſt not do that which 
is bad ourſelves in order to make them 
better; but rather in this caſe, as well as 


eyery other, obſerve this conciſe directi. 


on- do what we lawfully may, and leave 
the iſſue of all to Gd. 
Axpo as for their ans called by the 


ſpirit of God: — this poſſibly may gain 


ſome credit amongſt the weak and enthu- 
faſtick ; but will bear no weight with any | 


ſober and conſiderate man: he muſt rea- 


dily perceive that it is an inconſiſtency by 
no means to be reconciled to the wiſdom 


and veracity of God: ſince we can never 


imagine that he would preſeribe to us a 
rule in his holy word, whereby to regu- 
late our conduct in this particular; and at 

the ſame time by the dictates of the ſame 
ſpirit, preſs men to act in a direct violati- 
on of it. So that from this obſervation we 


muſt either conclude, that the rule given 


pe 


us 
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us in ſcripture is not to be regarded; or 
that the pretenſions of theſe men are falſe: 
and which concluſion it is ſafeſt to make, 
I ſubmit to their own ſerious conſiderati- 
Bur ſuppoſing their pretenſions to the 


ſpirit to be as they would have them be- 
lieved, even this will be inſufficient to 


juſtify their irregular proceedings. In the 


13th. chapter of Acts, we read that the 
| Holy Ghoſt ſaid, ſeparate me Barnabas and 
Saul, for the work, whereunto I have called 


them: though they were called by the 
Holy Ghoſt to the work of the miniſtry, 


ceſſity of an wg en from man : and 
therefore in the next verſe we are inform- 


ed, that when they to whom this revelati- 


on was made, had faſted, and prayed, and 
laid their hands on them, they ſent them away. 
80 that the call of the ſpirit itſelf (which 


by the by we can never admit theſe intru- 
ders to have) would not be ſufficient to 


qualify them for the miniſterial office, un- 


this did not excuſe, or ſuperſede the ne- 


. ef 


lol 


tec 
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leſs they were likewiſe regularly appointed 
and conſecrated thereto by man. 


And indeed we can never imagine, that 
the Almighty would ſubject ſo ſerious and 
ſolemn an inſtitution ; nor the peace and 
government of his church to ſuch endleſs 
| confuſion and diſorder, as the liberty theſe 
men aſſume, muſt neceſſarily introduce. 
For if evety one who fancies himſelf of 

| ability for ſuch an undertaking, or thinks 
he feels the impulſe of the ſpirit exciting 
him thereto, may Judge this an authority 
ſufficient to preach ; what a door would 
| this open, and what an encouragement 
would it prove to enthuſiaſm and pride, 
What a variety of teachers; and of con- 


gregations would ſpring up amongſt us ? 


loſt. 


— All mult neceſſarily terminate in ſchiſms 
and diviſions; the order and conſtitution 
of the church would be broke and diſſolv- 
ed; and the decency and beauty of religi- 
on and publick _— be defaced and 


Tr. theſe men 4 not be 3 to 
recant, and reform from, an error, when the 


guilt 
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cauſe to apprehend his diſpleaſure, for 


guilt and a a l ate fo noto- 
rious; but rather let them be afraid and 
aſhamed to increaſe their guilt by perſiſting 
in it! As they have ran, without a miſ- 
ſion from God, they have little reaſon to 
expect his bleſſing: nay! have rather 


infati 
that t 
cious 
fant; 
for er 
| conſid 
into tl 
| ſchiſm 
ning th 
his cor 
rule vy 
word ; 
proceec 
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acting contrary to that rule he has ſo ſo- 
lemnly eſtabliſhed for the well ordering 
and peace of his church: and let them 
take care, leſt by an obſtinate perſeverance 
herein, they provoke God to give them | 
up to ſtrong deluſions, that they may be 
deceived themſelves, and become the un- 
happy inſtruments of deceiving others : 
And as to thoſe, who are deluded hearers 
: of theſe unauthorized teachers, let me ad- 
viſe them ſpeedily to withdraw themſelves 
from their aſſemblies, leſt by their pre- 
ſence they countenance and encourage 
them in their preſumption, and ſo become 
partakers of the guilt of it. If they conſi- 1 
der them only as they generally are * 
5 themſelves, ignorant and illiterate men; : 
is men that . can be ſo _ hap 
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infatuated as to be captivated by them; 
that they can be ſo ſuperficial and injudi- 
cious as to take whine and grimace for 


ſanctity; and melancholy looks and geſtures 
for true religion and godlineſ5. But if we 
| conſider them as introducing confuſion 


into the worſhip of God, and occaſioning | 
: ſchiſms and diviſions 1 in his church; forc- 
ing themſelves into his miniſtry without 


his commiſſion, and contrary to that ſolemn 


rule which he has laid down in his holy 
word; ye cannot but be ſenſible that their 
proceedings are irregular and pre ſumptu- . 
ous ; and that therefore it is a duty ye owe 


to God, as well as to the peace of the com- 


munity of which ye are members, imme 


diately to abandon the congregations of 


theſe men; leſt like the adherents of Co- 


rah, Dathan, and Abiram, ye be involy- 


tion. 


Ax p 1 would have you 1 remember, that 
| what might at firſt be pitiable as a weak- 


neſs or an error, after you have been ad- 


ed in the conſequences of that Preſump- 
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may eftervranda owe its continuance more 


to a ſpiritual pride, or to a temper that 
will not be informed. 


Ir therefore ye are reſolved to perfiſt i in 


this wrong way (for wrong it certainly is) 
We ſhall notwithſtanding as the only me- 
thod left us, not forbear to offer up in 
your behalf, our prayers to Almighty God 
in the words of our excellent litany—that 
he would be pleaſed to bring you and all 


cc ſuch as have erred and are deceived into 
« the way of his truth,” and finally to the 
fruition of his eternal bleſſedneſs.— And 


5 this for the ſake and through the r merits 


of Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour. | 
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PnILIPPIANs Hil, 12. 


Nor as THOUGH 1HAD ALREADY Ar- 
TAINED, EITHER WERE ALREADY 
PERFECT: BUT I FOLLOW AFTER, IF 
THAT I MAY APPREHEND THAT FOR 
| WHICH ALSO I AM APPREHPNDED or 
CHRIST JESUS. - . 


<HE principal deſign of st. Payl inn . 

| KL this epiſtle to the Philippians, is to 85 1 
hd them ſteady in the profeſſion and _— 
| practice of that religion in which they had — {1M 
| been inſtructed by him: particularly in 
| this chapter he bids them beware of ſome 
of the Jewiſh believers; men who pre- 5 1 

tended to embrace the chriſtian faith, but — [ 71 
et retained ſuch a veneration for circum» F Jl | 
| lon and other Judaical Ceremonies, as 8 5 

M 5 even 


TY 
1 r Nan 


6 3 en IK 


even to perſecute thoſe who complied not 


with them. Which was a proceeding the 
apoſtle entirely condemns, both becauſe 


perſecution was in itſelf repugnant to the 


ſpirit of chriſtianity and becauſe the obli- 
gation to the Jewiſh rites was no longer i in 
force, nor of any avail to recommend a 


| chriſtian to the acceptance of God, For, 
ſays the apoſtle, if there were any privi- 


leges to be claimed upon the account of 
ſuch obſervances, no man had greater res- 
ſon to plead them than himſelf ; who was 
| Hot only a Jew, and brought up in the 
_ Jewiſh religion, but was always a mo: 
ſtrict and zealous obſerver of it. But 


whatever advantages might fince redound | 


to him, he could readily forego for the 


| fake of Chriſt. Yea, doubrleſe ſays be, ond 


count all things but loſs for the excellency i 
the knowledge of Chriſt Feſus my Lord, fer 


whom I have 2 uffered the boſs of all thing, 


and do count them but dung, that I may i 
a Cbriſt. And be found in him not having 
nine own righteouſneſs, which is of the lis 


| but that which is Frorough the faith of Chri 
„ 


prebes 


of Chi 


he | ha 
obſerv 
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regard 
to tha 
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the righteouſneſs which 1s of God by faith 95 3 
that I may know him and the power of his 7 - 4 
reſurrefion, and the fellowſhip of his ſuffer- WW. 

ings, being made conformable to his death ; 9 
if by any means I might attain unto the re- 
ſurrection of the dead: not, as though I had 
already attained, or (as the learned Dr. 
Hammond annotates on theſe words) had 
my crown immutably and irreverſibly 
yet aſſigned me; either were already per- 
fet; but I follow after, F that I may ap- 
prebend that for which alſo I am apprehended 
of Chrift Feſus. Which is as mach as if 
he had ſaid, notwithſtanding 1. ſtrictly 

W obſerved the Jewiſh religion, whilſt I pro- Wa 

ſeſſed myſelf a Jew; and have paid no leſs — 1 

WW regard to the chriſtian ſince my converſion 1 

to that, yet I do not therefore imagine n | fi 
myſelf ſo abſolutely certain of my reward, 9 1 i 
as that I cannot miſs of it; but I follow ; |, _ 
after, that is, I ſedulouſly purſue the courſe 2 
I am in, and exerciſe all the diligence 
Ican, in hopes that I may at length attain #48 
to mt ſtate of bleſſedneſs which . e 1 
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— 


ne endeavour after it. 


From which portion of ſcripture, S 
ſhall take an occaſion to prove to you this 
propoſition ; that whilſt we remain in this 
Mis. there is no Ea omen: 


our © own \ ſalvation. 


AxD the firſt conſideration which I l 


produce for this purpoſe, is, becauſe our 
preſent. ſtate, at leaſt ſo much of it, as 
from the time in which we begin to dil. 
tinguiſh good and evil, to its expiration, 
is always and altogether probational. We 
are ſent into this world by the Almighty 
Creator of it, not to ſpend a few days or 
years in a wanton gratification of our ap- 
petites, and then to lie down for ever in 


an utter inſenſibility ; but by a due uſe of 


our reaſoning faculties, and a proper atten- 
tion to thoſe duties which God has com- 


manded, to qualify and prepare ourſelves 


” for the enjoyment of a better: there is a 


certain 
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ce 
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certain buſineſs to be performed, and va- 
rious trials to be undergone, by us all, 
before we can, as we ought, approve 5 
ourſelves to our great Maſter, and be re- 
cejved into his beatitudes: and one year 
or two, though we may behave properly 
during ſuch a period, will not be deemed 
a ſufficient diſcharge of our duty; but all 
of them however many God ſhall vouchſafe 
us, ought to be employed principally in 
his ſervice, as for this end they are deſign- 
ed and allotted us by Providence. And 
therefore in ſcripture the time of our ſo- 
journing here is termed a day, ſa )in which 
we are earneſtly injoined 7 work, left the 
night come upon us when no man can: (b) 
plainly implying that our labour for eter- 
nity, ſhould never ceaſe till the night of 
death determines it; but that from our 
earlieſt reaſon, to the lateſt moment of 
our preſent exiſtence, ſhould we ſedulouſ- 
ly attend to our ſpiritual vocation. 
On that like racers in a courſe,. we 


ſhould ſtill . forward with all due « ca- 


| 0 40 Heb. iii. 7. 0¹0 Tha, 7 ix, 4. 
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gerneſs and caution, not flackening our 
pace till we arrive at the goal: that is, 


not relaxing our care for religion, and the 


_ ſalvation of our ſouls, till death puts a ſtop 
to our efforts, and introduces us to the 
fruition of our reward. For piety and 


virtue are of ſuch a progreſſive nature, 


that how far ſoever we may proceed in 
them, there is ſtill room for farther ad- 
vances : and notwithſtanding many allure- 
ments to fin we may have reſolutely with-_ 
ſtood, there may yet be more, and ſtrong- 
er, with which we have to ſtruggle. And 
though we may have fought manfully hi- 
therto under the banner of Chriſt Jeſus, 
we cannot be ſecure of future ſucceſs; ſince 
the enemy of our felicity is both ſubtle and 
powerful ; and when by force he cannot, 
by Aratagem or ſurpriſe, may poſſibly pre- 
vail. Accidents which we foreſee not, 
may expoſe us to many temptations, to 


which in a great meaſure we may now be 


ſtrangers; or an unexpected change of 
15 circumſtance, may introduce a freſh vari- 
ety of them; but whether we : ſhall act in 


this 


. 


thi 
an 
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this different ſcene with equal ſteadineſs 


and integrity, is not poſſible for the moſt 


ſagacious to aſcertain. The man, for in- 
ſtance, who, from the affluence in which 
he is placed, finds no aſſaults made upon 


him to draw him to injuſtice, may upon 
the recollection, experience that ſatisfac- 


tion, which will naturally ariſe from a 
conſciouſneſs of having conducted himſelf 
in all his dealings, with the ſtricteſt fide- 


lity and honour. But let a reverſe of for- 


tune load him with diſtreſs, and the temp- 


tations common to ſuch a ſtate with all 
their aſſiſtants flow in upon, and ſtrongly 
beſet him; and whether he ſhall remain 


conſtant and immoveablein his attachment 


to theſe duties, nothing but the trial itſelf 
can determine. So ſad an alteration in 


his outward condition, may poſſibly pro- 
duce as ſad an alteration in his conduct; 
and he who in his riches might ſupport a 


good character, and appear both in his own 
and in the eyes of other men, honeſt and 


: eſtimable ; 3 may in his Pry eſpecially 


when 
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when ſecreſy ſhall conjoin his exigencies 
to try him, be found to be devoid of an 
upright principle, and that his forbearing 
to be diſhoneſt was only owing to the ab- 
ſence of temptation. And if we neither 
know what trials we haye yet to undergo, 
nor how we ſhall be able to behaye our- 
ſelves under them, how can we pronounce 


any thing with certainty concerning our 


own falvation? For falvation being the 


reward of our obedience, and only pro- 
miſed to be conferred when our ſpiritual 


Work is concluded, it is an inconſiſtency 
to think it adjudged to us now, before we 
| Have fulfilled the condition upon which it 
js beſtowed. For thoſe that ſay they are 


abſolutely certain of their ſalvation, muſt 


likewiſe affirm in conſequence of ſuch an 
opinion; either that they ſhall not any 
more be tempted or that they ſhall be 
able to reſiſt and overcome all temptations; 


neither of which it is poſſible to know 

without a particular revelation from heaven. 

A vouchſatement, which however it may 

be boaſted of, will never gain credit with | 
Tz Þ 
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the wiſe and conſiderate part of mankind; 


and can only ſerve to expoſe thoſe who 
pretend to it, to the pity of ſome; and 


the contempt of others. 


Fox though the grace of God may be 
always ſafficient for us, we may not always 


be willing and diſpoſed to follow its dic- 
tates; it may diſſuade us from evil and 


prompt us to good, but as it does not ir- 
reſiſtibly compel, it will always leave us 


the liberty to embrace, or reject its pro- 


poſals, juſt as we pleaſe. And what fa- 
vourable opportunity may yet be given for 
ſin; or how far paſſion and irregular de- 
fires 1 may gain an aſcendency over us, we 
can no more tell, than we can dive into 
the depths of futurity : and till every 
danger of this ſort is paſt, it is as impoſti- 
ble to pronounce ourſelves ſecure, as it is 
for the ſea-faring-man, till he is ſafely 
arrived at the haven where he would be: 
and as ſhelves, rocks, or tempeſts, unſeen 
and unthoughit of, even in fight of the 


harbour, have not ſeldom proved the de- 


ſtruction of the one; ſo ſome unnoticed 
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luſt, or unexpected aſſault has greatly en- 
dangered, if not totally effected the ruin 
of the other. 1 Ts Ip 


Warn brings me in the ſecond place 
5 to conſider, ſome of the unhappy exam- 


ples of this nature, which for our warning : 


and admonition are recorded in ſcripture. 


Aaron who was fo particularly diſtinguiſh- 


ed in the favour of the Almighty, (a) as to be 
appointed by himſelf, both his prophet 
and his prieſt, ſo grievouſſy offended by 
his compliance with the requeſt of the 


children of Iſrael, concerning their molten 


image, (2 temptation which he did not 


foreſee) that the Lord, it is ſaid, was very 
angry with him, to have de frayed him. /b 


David, who was once ſaid to be a man after 


God's own heart, {c } by an accidental fight 5 
of Bathſheba the wife of Uriah, had ſuch 


+ + 


i paſſion excited in his breaſt : as hurried | 


him into the two moſt dreadful ſins of adul- 


tery and murder. And his ſon Solomon, 
BA bleſſed with every e of 9 


0 a) Exod, vii. 1 30. 7 b) Dent, ix. 20. ( AR, xiii 22, 
the 
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the divine love and goodneſs, and who 
indeed had expreſſed great regard for the 


honour and worſhip. of God, yet ſhame- ; 
fully fell from his allegiance to heaven, into 


the moſt groſs and abommable idolatry. (a) - 
Judas, though choſen by our bleſſed 
Saviour kanfelf. to be one of the twelve, 
which ſhould more immediately attend 
upon his perſon, by not guarding againſt 


the avaritiouſneſs of his diſpoſition, was 


prevailed upon by embracing an opportu- 


nity to gratify it, to forget his great obli- 


gations, and to betray the Lord of life and 
and glory. And St. Peter another apoſtle, 
who ſeems to have been a man of a remark- 


able zeal and affection. for his maſter; 


who declared that though he was to die with - 
him, yet would he not deny him ; and had 


the reſolution to draw a ſword in his de- 


fence, with which he /mote the high priefi's 3 
ſervant, and cut off his right ear; [h yet 
even this man, did with oaths and impre- 
_ cations abjure him, /aying I know not the 


nan. Sufficient are theſe examples to alarm 


(40 i. Kings, ii. (8) John, vill. 10. 
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Tuxv, no doubt, had as much Beeten 


to think themſelves ſecure of the divine 


favour, as we can; and we therefore 


ought to think ourſelves as much in danger 
as we find they were; and conſequently 
can pronounce nothing with Cy: con- 
cerning our own falvation. 


Ap therefore Tobferve in the laſt Fee, 


that it is hope only, founded on the pro- 
miſes of the goſpel, that muſt be the chriſ- 


tian's ſupport, during the time of his ſo- 
journing here. We are ſaved, ſays the 


| apoſtle, by hope ; but hape that is ſeen, iu 
- hope ; for what a man ſeeth, or in- 
deed by any method whatever is made cer- 


tain of, hy doth he yet hope for SC a If we 
are abſolutely aſſured of our ſalvation, 


5 hope muſt den, ceaſe, and it becomes 


a hereto al 
Bur they who pretend to a certainty 


in this matter, muſt be certain likewiſe 


(2) Rom. vitl "OE | 
Eo that 
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that they cannot fall from it ; for if it was 
_ poſſible for them to fall from it, it could 


not be a certainty; and if it is not poſſible 


for them to fall from it, the freedom of 
their wills, upon which account only they 
become reſponſible beings, muſt neceſſarily 
be reſtrained : for whilſt they live in the 
world, they muſt like other people, be 
expoſed to the temptations of which it is 


full: and though it is poſſible they may 


reſiſt them, yet whilſt it is poſſible that 
they may not; they muſt not preſume 


upon the certainty of their ſalvation. 


Wurst they do well, they may hope, 

and indeed with great reaſon, that it will 

be finally well with them : and their hope 
may probably be ſtrengthened and increaſe, 

| in proportion to the progreſs they make 

in their duty ; ; but how high ſoever it may 


riſe, it is ſtill but hope; and can be no- 
thing more till it is ſwallowed up of frui- 
tion. It is in this reſpect, as to the joys 


of heaven, as it is in temporal advantages, 
that we never pronounce them certain, 
till we have them in poſſeſſion: the more 
ö e 59 
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the probability, and the fairer the vine: 
pect of ſucceſs, the ſtronger our expecta- 


tions of obtaining them will naturally be; 


but diſappointments ſo frequently happen, 
, and ſuch various accidents our purſuits and 


endeavours are liable to, that we dare not 


think ourſelves ſure, till we really are fo. 


And in like manner the farther we advance 


in life and our duty, the ſtronger hopes we 


may entertain of final bleſſedneſs; but 


there may be. ſo many impediments and 
difficulties which we do not foreſee, and 


4 may 1 not be able to conquer, that there is 


no being certain of felicity until our laſt 


conflict is paſt, and death has introduced 


us to the enjoyment of our reward. 
7 God, no doubt, will fulfil his pro- 


miſes to all that ſhall by their behaviour ‚ 
here ſtand entitled to them; but whether 
we ſhall be in that number, we cannot 
certainly tell till our work is entirely finiſh- | 
ed; which cannot be before the day of 


our labour expires: but we muſt whilſt 
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with hopes that we ſhall finally obtain it; 
and if we ſo perſevere to the end, no 8 
doubt, we ſhall be ſaved. 


AND great cauſe we have to bleſs and 
praiſe our merciful father, who through 
the ſufferings and interceſſion of his ſon, has 
given us reaſon to entertain ſuch a com- 
fortable hope; fince otherwiſe deſpair of 
acceptance with a being infinitely pure and 
holy, muſt have overwhelmed our ſouls, 
whenever we had adverted to the imper- 
fections and infirmities of our nature: 
piouſiy therefore has our church ranked 
this with the moſt ineſtimable bleſſings 0 
which God has vouchſafed us; 
« above all ſhe offers up her grateful ac- 
© knowledgments, for the redemption of 
the world, by Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, 
« for the means of grace, and for the hope : 
* of glory”. 5 

LE us therefore be diligent i in the diſ- 
charge of our duty, and like the great 
apoſtle St. Paul, forgetting thoſe things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto 


ale as. which are before, preſs conti- 
N 2 


 nually 


when 
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nualhy n the mark for the prize of the 

_ bigh calling of God in Chrift Feſus; and let us 
be not only content but thankful ** for that 
« bleſſed hope of everlaſting life, which 
% God has given us in and through him: 
for it is not only all in our preſent ſtate 
that we have reaſon to expect, but all that 

is needful for us; as in all difficulties and 


dangers, in every circumſtance and con- 
dition in life, it will, like a cordial, re- 


freſh our drooping ſpirits, and will inſpire 


us with comfort and patience whilſt we 


run the race that is ſet before us. And 
whatever boaſts you may hear of inward 


illumination and aſſurances, if you would 


not impoſe a deceit upon yourſelves, and 
_ deſtroy the quiet and peace of your own 


minds, believe them not; for they ate 


nothin g but the effects of a ſpiritual pride, 


or a deluded imagination: —either the vain 


pretenſions of men, who would be.thought 
to have a more familiar intercourſe with 


5 God Almighty than the reſt of mankind; 


or who by long indulging ſuch thoughts, 


or * pleaßag their n with ſuch ideas, 
| begin 
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| — 
claim, and recommend them to pity; but 
if for ends of their own, they thus deſign to 


| people, they ought to be ranked amon oft 


and doutful concerning your ſoul's ſalvati- 


ſearch cannot experienceany thing of them, 


| much to your diſquietude ; and to enter- 


felicity of life, but ſubje& you to all the 
N 3 wretch- 


. 
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begin at length e to chink nen feel 


Bur if Wann mean  boveſtly and are 
themſelves deceived, their weakneſs may 


deceive other weak, but well minded 


the vileſt of men, and treated with the 
umoſt contempt. But whatever may be 
the motives and ends exciting ſuch, as you 
value the peace of your minds, give no 

credit to their pretenſions; leſt whilſt 
you go about to /eef, what is unreaſonable 
to expect to find, you become perplexed | 


on! For if you believe that ſuch iumina- 
tions and afſurances are given to others, 
and that you, with all your diligence and 


you will be apt to draw concluſions very 
tain the moſt tormenting fears and doubts 


concerning your future ſafety; which will | 
not only rob you of all the comfort and 


. " — 


2 
— OE RS Fog 
Fr a — 223 


— 


—— 1 p ION — — — my * 4 8 thr "oe, ˙— RI 
> 3 88 « 1 * . r IS a 6 xy x Y © [ 
* — T . : ww 
„2220 — 2 | 
* 4 4 þ 0 N = 3 
, . wer —— — 
; . She 4 „ — n 2 5 
. 4 - 2 — — 5 IN . By 
x 2 A 2 2 


R * 
. » 3 
3 1 x n 3 ORD 
S = $2 N * 


3 

4 

£2 ? A 
1 
5 

85 
5 . 

1 0 
= 


px : . : L 
— Ef $5 4 1 
U — . . f 5 S 0 | e þ 
= A S 3 Ge 9 8 ch * 2 a: 5 5 Vs Wha FAC... N ER fs 0 SO i 
— 50 . SLES. £ *- 8 n Im 4 4 > 3 " 
1 * 2 ˙ ö a OG WA WELLS to DE wt rom RAS: 
r — K. ud ” * 


9 
* 
3 
* 
% 


182 SERMON IX. 


vwretchedneſs of melancholy and deſpair. 
As therefore you would avoid theſe effects, 
fly from the cauſes of them affect not 
to be wiſe above that which is auritten, nor 
repoſe any confidence in thoſe who affirm 
| themſelves to be ſo; but ſedulouſly labour 
in the work of your ſpiritual vocation, and 
be not anxious about the time or manner 
in which God thall 8 yu your recom- 
mom” on | 11 
Bur in imitation of your bombe re- 
eden who for the joy that was ſet before 
bim endured the ereſs, ſupport yourſelves in 
your journey through the ' preſent: life, 
with the Hope and proſpect of obtaining a 
better ;— travel on in faith and patience, 
till you arive at that period which divides 
time from eternity, when your faith and 
=. OY, Hope ſhall terminate in von and enjoy- 
= nent; and God ſhall for ever diſtinguiſh 
LL.  ___ thoſe that are his, by a m_ reception 
into his bliſs and glory. 
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Fok EVERY ONE THAT EXALTETH HIM= 
SELF, SHALL BE ABASED; AND HE 
"THAT RUMBLETR HIMSELF, SHALL BE 
EXALTED. 


UR bleſſed Saviour go ga was per- 
fecdly acquainted with the predomi- 
nant paſſions of mankind, as well as a ſe- 
rious obſerver of their outward | deport- 
ment ; and from whom they were as little 
able to conceal the vices of their minds, 
as their vicious behaviour, endeayours to 
rectify not only the bad practices, but miſ- 
taken notions of his hearers, by ſeaſonably 
adapting his diſcourſes to their ſeveral and 
ſpiritual exigencies. An inſtance of this 
kind, amongſt many others in his revelati- 
on, we have 3 in the parable preceding the 
text: : 
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text: Which, it is ſaid, Be ſhake unto certain, 


which truſted in themſelves that they Were 


righteous, and deſpiſed others: the duties 


which ſome amongſt them performed, he 
knew, they ſet too high a. value upon, 
and valued themſelves t highly for the 
performance of them: they not only arro- 
vated to themſelves much merit in their 
own' religious ſervices, but judged too 
meanly of the religion of others; and were 
therefore extremely delighted with the 
contemplation of their own extraordinary 
attainments, whilſt they treated every body 


elſe as low proficients i in duty, with a ſu- 


percilious pride and contempt. Two men, 
(ſays he) went up into the temple to pray; 
the one a phariſee, and the other a publican. 


The phariſee flood, and prayed thus with 


himſelf, God, I thank thee, that I am not 


as other men are, extortioners, unjuſt, adul- 
terers, or. even as this publican. T faſt twice 


in the week, I give tithes of all that I poſſeſs 
And the publican Randing afar off, would 


not l. ift up fo much as his eyes unto heaven, 
At ſmate upon his breaft, "faying, Cod, be 


A to me a ſinner( I rell. you this nan 
went 


went down to his houſe juſtified rather than 
the other : for every one that exalteth himſelf 


ſhall be abaſed ; and he that eee N 7 
* be exaltel. 


WuAr our bleſſed Saviour dk of 


this phariſee, may, it is to be feared, with 


equal truth be ſaid of numbers now; who 
with-an air of aſſurance can thank God that 
they: are not as other men are; that they are 


more holy and virtuous! and in a greater 


degree of favour with heaven than the reſt | 
of the world; and ſecretly exult in that 


ſpiritual ſuperiority,” in which tney ſtand 


diſtinguiſhed | in their own opinion ; and, 
as they fondly imagine; in the Judgment 


and eſteem of God. 


Bor hear what the author of Mali 


ty, and the final judge of chriſtians has 
upon this occaſion declared! Every one 


that exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed ; and he 


that bumbleth Sie if ſpall be exalted. 


cr we may conclude, that a proud 


8 over weening conceit of our religious 


ſervices is diſpleaſing to the Almighty, 
ad conſequently pre} judicial to our eternal 


intereſt ; 


LO — 
n 


Ce CE ů—ĩi q a | 283 8 3 HEY II 
* , FS - PS 2 : \ . j 8 + — — N 2 5 DX . Ca ST EEE, ME 
— pl 1 Ne IFIP l ern . Pe , EFT Mas nne ee n 6 
4 N 2 5 g EIN IPL Ro TIP ot di AEteÞ Fr, 2 r eee ee, een 1 n eee Gr *. . -n 
GENS oo OW rh a AEST te, is : 
** CIOS. 
ren FEI 


188 SERMON K. 


intereſt; and that the moſt likely. way to 


recommend ourſelves to his acceptance 


and reward, is to be like our humble re- 
deemer /owly in heart. — And that we may 
make it our deſire and care to be ſo; I 


ſhall, in the firſt place give you ſeveral 


reaſons againſt ſuch a diſpoſition as, we 
find, this phariſee indulged. And ſecond- 
ly from a conſideration or two, endeavour 


to make you ſenſible of the ron. hdd con- 


: Ns Cs mn it. 


Ann the firſt ati. I ſhall. give, why ; 


: ſuch a diſpoſition ought not to be indulg- 
: ed, is, becauſe it muſt be founded in ge- 


neral upon a preſumptuous and unwar- 


rantable ſurmiſe: for whether we are bet- 
ter chriſtians than many whom we ſcruple 


not to condemn as much inferior to our- 


ſelves in goodneſs, is impoſſible for us to 

determine; unleſs we were perfectly ac- 
Auainted with all that paſſes within the 

retirement of their breaſts, and with the 


particular circumſtances of thoſe tempta- 


tions, to which they may ſtand expoſed. 
; We find ourſelves ſolicited to evil, and 


Saad 
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know the pains it coſts us to reſiſt it; we 


may perceive the iniquity of our own 


hearts ; the wrong motives and ends which 
oftentimes influence our conduct; and 
the many defects and impurities which 
ſully and detract from our very beſt ſer- 


vices, which are conſiderations ſuffici- 
ent to reduce the vain aſpirations of the 
moſt oſtentatious mind; and to make the 


moſt perfect amongſt us, cry out with the 


humble publican, God be merciful to me a 
nner! But whether others, — or to what 
degree, in theſe reſpects, they may have 
been affected, is beyond the penetration 
of the moſt ſagacious to aſcertain. They 
may have laboured under temptations, 


much more violent than any that have be- 
fallen us; and though they have been 


ſo unhappy as to give way to, and to have 
been overcome by them; it may have been 


after greater relufancy, and a more vigo- 


rous oppgfition, than any we have had occa- 
ſion to expreſs: the motives and ends off 
their actions may, for all we know, be 


more pure and laudable, than any that 


have excited us; and the imperfedtions at- 
. tending 
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thoſe we experience, whether in number, 
of judgment, and to pronounce deciſively 
tive of God himſelf, who alone can be 
acquainted with the number and nature of 
guilt of great preſumption and unchari- 
tableneſs : : for to that all ſeeing. eye which 
is privy to every thought of our hearts, 


and to every circumſtance of what we do, 


much leſi, culpable, than we are ready to 
believe: ſo that we probably may paſs a 


and cry, God, I thank thee that I am not 


: juſt cauſe to be thankful that they are not 


P . 
X 3 
Þ 
. 


tending their devotion, nothing equal to 
or malignity. So that to aſſume the ſeat 
in theſe matters concerning ourſelves and 


others, is not only to aſſume the preroga- 


our offences, but may involve us in the 


we may appear much more, and others 


ſevere ſentence of condemnation upon 
many, who may be much our ſuperiors 
in true piety and diſintereſted virtue: and 
whilſt we ſtand with the proud phariſee 


as other men are; — other men may have 
like us. And therefore, in the words of 


the apoſtle, Judge arora. before the time 


until 
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| 
unti! the Lord come, who both will bring 4 | 7 
to-light the hidden things of darkneſs, and | 
will make manifeſt the counſels of the heart? | 
and then ſhall ny. man have © pro: * of | 188 
r 5 - 
Bur again, ſuppoſing ourſelves M 1 
altogether as good, as we may vainly con- — 
ceit we are; yet even then, this diſpoſ in?!!! 
tion of the phariſee is not to be indulged, 
becauſe it is not unto 2c, but unto the 
grace of God that the praiſe is to be aſ- 
| cribed. For, (as the apoſtle argues) who 
maketh thee to differ from another, [b not 
only in perſonal and worldly advantages, 
but in thoſe that are internal and reſpe& 
| the ſoul? And what haſt thou, that thou 
| didft not receive? Now of thou didft receive 


it, why deft thou glory as af thou hadſt not 


received te 
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| Is, as the ſcriptures allies us, that all 
our ſufficiency is of God; that of ourſelves 
we can do nothing; but hat it is he that 
worketh in us both to will and fo do of his 

| good pleaſure ; Ic c) whatever cauſe 1 we may 


( 2) i. Cor. iv. ** 6507 i. Cor. iv. 7. Ce) Phil. ii. 13. 5 
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hence colle& for gratitude and ſelf· abaſe- 


ment, there does not appear the leaf 
for oftentation : If all holy deſires, all 
* good counſels, and all juſt works 3 
b not from ourſelves, but from God; 


to 
to « 
as 0 


he 


if it is he that ſuggeſts the good, axcites for 
the will to embrace it, and affords the irge 
ability to perform it; whatever we do thol 
that is acceptable in his ſight is indeed of. 
our happineſs, but not our merit; and it 18 
abundant reaſon we have to be lowly and the 
thankful, but none to be proud: carefully ue 
we ought to watch and improve the over- en 
tures and opportunities his grace may pre- he a 
ſent to us, that we may work out our ſalva- ſl 
tion, (4) not puffed up with pride and Wi hou] 

_ vain glory, but 2014 fear and trembling.— Wl able 
beſt becoming ſuch impotent, — ſuch frail, tion 
Land dependent creatures. | made 
- IT muſt be allowed indeed that as col our n 
has conſtituted us free agents, he has en- that « 
dued us with a liberty to reſiſt the graci- N ; 
ous ſolicitations of his holy ſpirit; and to whict 
contemn and reject every method intended Rare 
(a Phil. ii. 12. voke | 


to 
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to bring us to the purity of his git and 1 
to eternal bleſſedneſs : : but it is likewiſe 1 
as certain, that we could have no power IA 
whether to think or perform any thing 
for this purpoſe, unleſs it was given us 1 
from above. It is in things ſpiritual, as in {1 
hols that are teraporal; the concurrence Li 
of our own endeayours is neceſſary, though | Rs 
itis a kind providence which furniſhes WY 
the means and opportunities for our ad- | 
vancement: ſo his invitations to goodneſs . 
we muſt liſten to and obey ; and tbe ability | 3 
he affords, we mult reſolutely exert ; but | 
ſtill without his grace and ſuccours we | 


| ſhould remain poor helpleſs wretches, not 
able to move one ſtep towards the comple- 
| tion of our duty. If therefore upon having 
made any conſiderable progrels in holineſs, 
our minds become elate with vanity upon 
that conſideration, we greatly forget our 
own condition, and that divine mercy. to 
which we principally ſtand indebted : we 


arogate to ourſelves that glory, which i % 4d 


due only 20 God; and may probably . | , 
5 voke him to withdraw from us theſe his ö Mi 
J 7” Tons 3 - Firitual 
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ſpiritual bleflings ; 


racteriſed them: 
houſes, and for a pretence made long prayer 3 
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deal of it: for reality and appearances do 


not always go together in religion, no 
more than in other things; and many may 
be very ſtrict obſervers of the form of god- 
 lineſs, [b who know little or nothing of 


the true power thereof. So it was with 


the phariſees of old, notwithſtanding their 


high pretenſions to an uncommon ſanity 
and devotion: for the bleſſed Jeſus him- 


5 ſelf on whom the moſt artful diſguiſes 


could not impoſe, has thus in part cha- 
that they devoured wide 


fe, that they punctually regarded the ri- 
wal, things e, of a oy 


(a Jam. i iv; 6. 009i TH Tim: i ili, * 
(< Mat, xxiii, 14, 23, 28. 


and abandon us to our 
ov ſtrength on which we have too much 
boaſted and relied : For, ſays the apoſ- 
tle, God refiteth the 5 ou | pak grace | 


unto the humble. (a " | 
Bur indeed, it is much to be Wired : 


| that whatever ſuch men may pretend to 
holineſs, they have not in truth à great 


nature 


. 


nature; "bus omitted the Air matters, 


of their law, judgment, mercy, and faith: 


and that they outwardly appeared righteous 


unto men, but that within they were full of 


 bypocrify and iniquity. How truly deſpica- 
ble muſt ſuch falſe votaries appear in the ; 


fight of an all-inſpeCting being; ; how con- 
ſiderable ſoever i in their own vain . 


3 
Bur whatever may bis the als with 


men nov, of this at leaſt we may be cer- 
| tain, that ſuch as grow conceited and 
cenſorious upon their proficiency in reli- 
gion, betray a great want of knowledge 
of its true meaning and deſign. For 
what can be more inconſiſtent than to be 
proud of that, which, if rightly under- 
ſtood would teach them not to be proud £ 
of any thing ? The bleſſed author of it in 
his whole deportment ſhewed the greateſt 
humility, and propoſes himſelf upon that 
account particularly as a pattern for the 
| imitation of all his followers; Learn 4 
| 7 ſays he, for I am ; meek and lowly in 
0 2 . heart, 


8 5 . 7 ” 1 : 0 4 * . . — 3 8 , > 5 * ” 
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heart, and ye ſhall find re of wnto your ſouls, 


4 a 7 And Ane: was (hp will and bekanjour 


wh to ne 8 . pon 
others to do the ſame. h Their injunctions 


are ſuch as theſe: Put on therefore, as the 


eleft of God, holy and beloved, - bowels of 
mercy, kindneſs, bumblengſs of mind,{b) And 


4 Jay through the grace given unto me, to 
every one that is among you, not to think 1 


himſelf more highly, than he ought to think ; 


| but to think ſoberly, according | as God has | 
dealt to every man the meaſure of faith: fe "2 


and again, Be not high minded, but fear :( 2 
and Let nothing be done through ſtrife or vain- 
glory, but in lowlineſs of mind, let each ef 


term other better than themſelyes. 2 } So that 


we may ſafely pronounce, with the ſame 


inſpired writer, hat if. any man have not 
this ſpirit of Chrift, this lowlineſs of mind, | 


be is none of bis. Ai And he that con- 


ſiders the depravity of his own heart, ho- 
often he offends in word and deed, and 


(a) Mat. xi. 5 8 200 Col. mY Lag-" 5 Rom. xit, 3. 


(d) Rom. xi. 20. (e Phil. ii. 3. << Rom. viii: 9. 
RS oftner 


re 
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hier ſtill in thought, muſt ſurely diſ- 
cern the folly and impiety of preſuming 


at all upon his own righteouſneſs ; and 
that it is no merit of his own, but hat 


of his all- ſufficient Redeemer, that muſt 
tecommend him and his imperfect ſervi- 


ces, to the pardon and acceptance of * 


8 God. 


"Tarts indeed i is one material conſidera- 
tion, from which the dangerous conſe- 


8 of this Phariſaical diſpoſition * 


Wine was RY . Hig 1 propoſ- 
ed to lay before you : for if it is repug- 
nant to the practice and commands of our 
Lord and his apoſtles, it ſurely for that 
reaſon alone ought to be carefully guarded 


againſt; not only becauſe they may juſtly 
be ſuppoſed to enforce nothing, but what 


is reaſonable and good in itſelf; but be- 


cauſe this is the rule by which we muſt 
finally be juſtified, and by which we muſt 


be condemned. This ſpiritual pride is 
therefore as cognizable at the bar of Divine 
3 \ Juſtice, | 


Fw my wy wry I Saucer 
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prevent not only our attention to, and 


1 lighted with the contemplation of our 
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J uſtice, as any other. crime; and as It- 
involves us here in the guilt. of diſobedi- 
| ence to the laws of Chriſt, ſo will it here- 
After in the condemnation. which ſuch 
guilt ſhall deſerve. dts a. 
Bor there is this farther Rn 
which ſhould make us afraid of indulging 
this diſpoſition — that it probably will 


diſcovery of our faults, but our | real pro- 
greſs in our duty: for whilſt we are de- 


ſpiritual attainments, many follies and 
defects will eſcape our notice; and we 
ſhall become leſs ſolicitous after farther 
Improvements, as we imagine ourſelves ſo 
5 greatly improved already. The man that 
is lowly i in his own eyes, and is fincerely 
defirous to ſerve and pleaſe God, will 
fean over every action with the moſt mi- 
nute exactneſs, and will find all his care 
and circumſpection neceſlary, in diminiſh- 
ing the number of his offences, or in ren- 


dering % imperfett his piety and virtue. 
pon a review of his behaviour he will a. 
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Ways be ſenſible, that what he has done, 
might in ſome reſpects have been done 
better; and that in thoſe parts of it which 
are not wholly and abſolutely bad, there is 
yet much more evil in them, than there 
ought to be: and from ſentiments like 
theſe, he naturally concludes himſelf oblig- 
ed continually to add to his watchfulneſs 
and diligence, and is therefore daily gain- 
ing ſome ſpiritual advantage; ſtill preſſing ED 
with eagerneſs and caution, toward the _ 


mark for the prize of the —— calling of God - 


WurrEas he that pleaſes | his fancy 


vices and defects, of which an indifferent 
obſerver may perceive him to be guilty ; 
the glare of his piety, like looking on the 
meridian ſun, will render him blind to 


tion will appear little neceſſary to him, | _ - 


(4) Phil. Ut, 14. 
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with notions of his great proficiency inn 
godlineſs, will be apt to overlook many — 


his faults and foibles; ; and ſelf-examina ĩèĩx?l 


whilſt he thinks that there is little or no:ñ 5 ; 
thing i in his conduct, that ſtands i in need 1 
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| of bet: : and ſo like the boaſting 
phariſce, he will be more fond of admir- 


ing and expatiating upon what be i5— 


than in endeavouring g to make himſelf what | 
De bug ht to be. 


Bur how much more eligible and ſafe 


18 s the publican': 8 behaviour, who fixed his 
eyes more upon his vices, than his virtues ; 
upon the mercy of God, and not his own | 
merits; who employed not his time in 
judging others, but himſe If and though 
55 poſſibly he might be as conſcientious and 
good a man as the phariſee, who ſcrupled 
not ſo ſeverely to condemn him, yet he 
found ſufficient within himſelf to make 


him bumble 1 in his dsportment, and earns 


in his ſupplication. 


LET his behaviour therefore i in this «al. 


. pect, be an example for our imitation. 


LE us tranſcribe indeed the phariſee” $ 
works, but avoid his genſoriouſneſs and 
oſtentation; and let us endeapour to per- 


-- ot holineſs, but let it be i in the fear of 
God and with the publican's humility ! 
* ar . faps the apoſtle, 40% thou Judge 

oo oy 
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y brother ? or why doſt thou ſet at nought 
thy brother? we ſhall all fland before the 
Judgment ſeat of Chriſt. {a) How ridicu- 


lous as well as unchriſtian is it then, to 
be ſearching out for faults, and bringing 
accuſations againſt one another, when we 
muſt all appear before the ſame awful tri- 
punal! ? No! let it rather be our ſtudy 


thanto produce charges againſt other men ! 
Let us examine our own hearts and actiont 
as ſeverely as we pleaſe, but pretend nat 
to penetrate the breaſts of our neighbours, 


| magnify our own righteouſneſs, we great- 

ly detract from it in the fight of heaven; 
and become guilty of a breach of chriſtian 
; charity ; ; which, we are told, vaunteth 
not il hell. » ts not puffed up, and thinketh 10 
evil; Gb) and without which, though We 


tains — though We beſtow all our goods 0 


fo) Rom. iv. 10. (2); i. Cor, xiii. | 
burned; 


and endeavour to prepare our ow accounts, 


but judge and | ſpeak of them with all! ima- 
ginable candour; leſt whilſt we think to 


have all faith, fo that we could remove moun- 


fed the Poor — and gave our bodies to be 
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Lurned ; all this, and whatever elſe we | 
can do to make a noiſe and ſhew of reli- 
”_-_ , — will profit us nothing. 


| Sewp, therefore, thy Holy Ghoſt O 
Lord, and pour into our hearts that moſt 
excellent gift of charity, the very bond of 
| peace and of all virtues, without which 
; whoſoever liveth is counted dead before 

thee. Grant this for thine only fon Jeſus . 


Chriſt his fake. 


SERMON x. 


A SERMON PREACHED. 


| | FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE | 
INFIRMARY AT MANCHESTER, 
owns | 
PARISH CHURCH OF STOCKPORT. : 
| SEPTEMBER th. 1756. 
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Div NOT 1 WEEP FOR HIM THAT WAS 1 
 TROVBLE ? WAS NOT MY SOUL GRIEV= 
ED FOR THE ook? | 


7 NDER that 8 reverſe of 
LJ condition, which the Divine Provi- 

dence for wiſe and good ends permitted to 

befal holy Job, there is no conſideration 
which ſeems to have inſpired his mind 
with ſuch ſtrong conſolation, and affiance 
in the favour of God, as that which oc- 


curred from a review of the benevolent 
application of his affluence and power: 
inſtances of this kind, he is repreſented, 
as - frequently mentioning; and not, we 
may ſuppoſe, to inform, or to remind the 
| Deity of any thing which he imagined, 
—— „ had 


ere eee 


he, 
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. had either eſcaped his notice, or that he 
might have forgot ; — much leſs from a 
pompous diſplay of his own merits to in- 
fer the injuſtice of the divine diſpenſations; 
for this would have been, contrary to his 
character, to have charged God fooliſpiy: ſa 
but principally to recommend thoſe vir- 
tues to the practice of ſucceeding ages, 
which recommended him in ſo diſtinguiſh- 
ed a manner to the favour of his Maker; 
who was pleaſed to give this teſtimony of 
his approbation of his ſervant, that there 
2vas none like him on the Face of the earth,— 
that be was a perfect and an upright man, 
— one that feared God and eſchewed evil. (a +4 
As Providence had liberally 3/eſed him, 


fo he liberally imparted, to others its Þle- 


Lnge inſomuch that indigency and diſ- 
treſs always found a comforter and an aſ- 
ſiſtant in his endowments; and thoſe preſ- 
ſures which he could not totally remove, 
as far as his abilities impowered him, he 
would endeavour to alleviate. Did not I 


weep bene he) for him that war in trouble? 


(a) Job. i 1. 22. 600 Jab 1, m ; 


vas 


. AN SS 
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was. not my foul grieved for the Nee ? His 
heart was made up of tenderneſs and com- 
_ paſſion, and his hand an obſequious mi- 
| niſter to obey its dictates: otherwiſe i in- 
deed his tears and grief would have re- 
dounded as little to Bt. advantage, as they 
muſt to the advantage of others, had not 
he exerted himſelf in redreſſing the ſorrows 
he bewailed, and i in furniſhing a ſupply 
for thoſe wants, a ſenſe of which ſo af- 
Hicted | his ſoul. | 
Men we are — and of like paſſ Fons too, 
it is hoped, with him: as we partake. of 
the ſame common nature, we ſurely are 
not devoid of the ſame principles of hu- 
manity ; but like him ſuſceptible of ten- 
der impreflions, —like him inclined to 


commiſerate and ſympathize with our ſuf- 


fering brethren. But are we like him 


then inclined to communicate? or are we 
ſorrowful ſpeftators only of our fellow-crea- 
ture's calamity ; and think to diſcharge all 
our obligations to him by a few doleful 


expreſſions or unavailing tears? Far be 


it from me to ſuppoſe, what! am far from 


having 
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| keGog! any reaſon to believe I. But . 


both in word and geed ; — in tender -nefs * 


are thus diſpoſed, ſuitable occaſions will 
never be wanting to excite; and to exem- 
plify theſe good diſpoſitions. . Caſt but 


objects which ſolicit relief ! — But at this 
time, I muſt beg leave particularly to re- 
commend to your conſideration, a moſt 


which though attended with vaſt expence, 
and but lately engaged i in, is by the aſli- 


ſeem to have its completion greatly 8 
15 heart, already advanced ſo far towards per- 
: fection, that it now ſtands an honor to the 
town which gave it birth; and which is 
itſelf an honor to the kingdom. The 1x 
| FIRMARY. at MANCHESTER it is, which I 
mean, which needs not my tongue to pro- 
claim its uſefulneſs and praiſe ; ſince that is 


| ſerable creatures, who. have found ſhelter 


that ye are ready to prove yourſelyes Men 


beart, and kiberality of hand. And if ye 


your eyes around, and numerous are the 


unexceptionable and laudable charity; 


duity and encouragement of thoſe, who 


much better done, by the many once mi- 


and 
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and relief under its hoſpitable roof; and 
owe to it the recovery of their health and 
limbs; which, without it, they probably 
might never have re-enjoyed. That ſuch 
a Charity as this, may meet with all defi- 
rable ſucceſs, and may for ever flonriſh 
and abound amongſt us, muſt wy be 
every man's wiſh, and every man's earneſt 
endeavour to promote. Had the benefits 
propoſed from it, been even confined to 
the place where it is erected ; it would 
3 have been great pity that the hands of 
the benevolent undertakers ſhould have 
| waxed faint and weary, for want of any 
aſſiſtance and ſupplies neceſſary to carry 
on ſo pious a work. But when the deſign 
of it is in ſome ſort general; much more 
| ſhould the contributions be, to its ſup- 
I port: that by ſo dividing the burden 
| amongſt a many, it may become the leſs 
| ſenfibly felt by all, and every individual 
therefore may the more chearfully ſubmit 
| to a reaſonable ſhare. We in this town 
and neighbourhood have in ſome inſtances | 
; already experienced the advantages of it; 
B 5 and 
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and as freſh objects ſhall preſent themſelves, 
and petition the bleſſings it ſo abundant- 


by beſtows, its doors, 1 doubt not, will 
be open for their reception, and its care 


and goodneſs extended to more. 
' SEVERAL amongſt us, it would be in- 

jurious to their virtue not to acknowledge, 
have given the beſt teſtimony of their ap- 
_ probation of this charity, by generouſly 
_ concurring with the meaſures firſt propoſ- 

ed, and ſtill relied on, to maintain and 
perfect it: their example, I truſt, will 
| have its proper influence and effects upon 
the minds of others; ſo that every man, 
though not in an equal degree, yet in 
proportion to his ability, will liberally 

contribute; and embrace with joyfulnels 
this opportunity afforded him of becoming 
a benefactor to ſo noble a deſign, 


Ap that this may be the caſe ; I hall 
beg leave in the firſt place to make an ob- 
ſervation or two relative to this. charity, 
And ſecondly to uy. before you ſome 

farthe: 
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farther conſiderations to excite you to a 
| liberal contribution towards its ſu pport. 


8 7 it is aſually alledged by perſons 
addrefled in moſt of our applications in be- 
half of others, that they have no objec- 
tion againſt complying with your requeſt, 
but the apprehenſions, either that their 
| bounty will never reach the ſufferer's 
WH hands; or if it does, that they may want 


| prudence and diſcretion to manage it 
= BM aright.” : 5 
Bor now 1 obſerve with regard to the 
„charity here recommended, we cannot en- 
n fertain the leaſt ſuſpicion of this nature : 
ly WW when, we know, the contributions are 
els WW lodged in the hands of men of probity and 
ng eſtate; too well circumſtanced to be in 
danger from a temptation to ſuch mean 
..n iſ injuſtice; and too upright and conſcienti- 


dus not to reject it with indignation : whoſe | 
ob. receipts' and diſburſements are regularly 
and annually made, and ſubmitted to pub- 
lick inſpection; and who, therefore can 
have no intereſt in view, but that of the 
. P 2 poor 
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poor creatures they ſo zealouſly ſubſerve ; 


nor any ſatisfaction beſide hat which they 


reap in their own breaſts, from a conſci- 


ouſneſs of having diſcharged a moſt bene 


volent and chriſtian office. Theſe are the 
hands into which your liberality | is to be 
conveyed; which are altogether as incapa- 
ble of perverting it to a wrong uſe, as they 


are capable of applying it in the moſt c- 


tual manner, for the benefit of thoſe for 
whom it is i intended. Were the poor in- 
deed, for whoſe advantage they act, to 
be the immediate receivers of your bounty, 
they probably might either not be willing, 
or not know how, properly to apply it: 
but in the hands whereinto it is to be 
conveyed there can be no poſſibility of ei- 


ther. A large and commodious building 


the generous managers have provided for 
their comfortable reception; unto which 
(as to another Betheſda) they may repair, 


and probably find a cure, which to every 


| other place and means had been denied 

them: every thing that is judged requiſite 

to  initigate their pains, or to forward their 
recovery, 


. b. 
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| recovery, according as their ſeveral condi- 
tions may require, is plentifully afforded 
them : gentlemen of approved knowledge 
and ſkill both i in phyſick and ſurgery aſſi- 
diouſly attend, and impart to them their 
| beſt advice and aſſiſtance. And as if all this 
was not ſufficient, the clergy in ſucceſſion | 
pay there their conſtant viſits; to awaken in 
them at this ſeaſonable juncture, a ſenſe of 
their paſt ſins, as well as of their preſent 
duty; and to join with them, and for them, 
in ſupplications for ſucceſs, to that Al- 
mighty being, without whoſe bleſſing all 
human endeavours muſt prove ineffectual 
and vain. In ſhort, there is not any thing 
omitted, which can be thought conducive to 
their comfort and recovery; but all imagi- 
nable care is taken that their /þiritual as well 
as corporal diſeaſes may be cured; and 
that, if poſſible, they may receive health 
and ſalvation both of body and ſoul. 


And if any thing farther i is td 6 to 


be faid, to recommend to your hearty en- 


couragement ſuch a charity as this; | let 
£29 FP 3 „ 
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me in the ſecond place, deſire you more 
particularly to conſider the perſons for 


whoſe benefit, all this is principally in- 


tended. It is for that unhappy part of 
8 aid; who not only labour under bo- : 
dily affliction, but this accompanied with 


the melancholy appendages of poverty and 


 ewant of friends. Whoſe grievances are not 
othermwi/e incurable, than as by the mean- 
neſs of their condition they are rendered ſo; 
that is, was it not for this kind proviſion, 
they might linger out a tedious life in 
helpleflneſs and pain, becauſe unable to 


procure thoſe means neceſſary to give them 


| eaſe and health. This many times might 
prove the caſe, not with ſingle individuals 
only, but with fathers of families: on 
| Whoſe labour the ſubſiſtence of numbers 
depends, and from whoſe inability num- 
| berleſs infelicities naturally flow: if the head 
ſuffers here, all the members muſt feelin g- 


ly ſuffer with it; and wives and children, 
diſconſolate and deſtitute, muſt all be involv- 


ed in one common calamity and wo: 
thoſe who might have been helps, muſt 


many times, how reluctantly ſoever, be- 
come burthens to themſelves, as well as 
to the community; and, if death enſues, 


what gives the ſoreſt aggravation to its pangs, 
mult leave to the often unkind treatment 


of the world, all that is near and dear to 
them in it. Who can conſider ſuch a a 
ſcene of diſtreſs and not be moved? Or. 
what heart that has the leaſt pretenſions 
to humanity and tenderneſs would not cor- 
dially commiſerate it, and wiſh to admi- 
niſter relief? Would not defire to be in- 
ſtrumental in raiſing fuch from their beds 
of want and afflition—in reſtoring health | 
to them, and them to their families? 
Hers then, as you have the objecłs be- 
| fore you, ſo have you likewiſe the means 
to relieve them! When by throwing in 
your contribution to the maintenance of 
this charity, you, like the merciful Sama- 
| ritan, bind up their wounds, as it were, 
| pouring in oil and wine; ſa and kindly con- 
duct them to an hoſpitable inn, where 


Fa Luke, x. 34 5 
* + the 


the utmoſt care and ſkill will be ſhewn 
for their comfort and recovery. 


as you are men, that I expect to ſucceed ; 
but likewiſe from the ſenſe of your obli- 
en to this duty, as you are chriſtians. 


of goodneſs holy Job ſtands recorded in 
the ſacred writings; how powerfully his 

heart pleaded the cauſe of the diſtreſſed ; 
and how readily his hands miniſtered to 
their neceſſities: He was a father to th: 
fatherleſs,—to the poor that cried ; — and 
to him that had none to helþ him.{a} And 
whatever inducements he might have to 
be ſo, are, at leaſt as many, and ſhould be 
_ as powerful to us, under the goſpel diſpen- 


* 
c - Y 


for the performance of acts of benefi- 
cence and love, and as poſitive aſſurances ; 


revelation from heaven could communi- 
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Bur it is not from your comp 


Vr have ſeen what an eminent pattern 


ſation: when we have as poſitive commands 


of their acceptance with God, as any 


cate to him: when we have moreover the 
example of our bleſſed Redeemer to excite 


fe) Job. Nix. 12, and 16. 
Us, 
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us, who went about doing good continually : 
and when we. have his infallible word, 
that for every inſtance of kindneſs we ſhew 
to our ſuffering brother, we ſhall, in the 
| univerſal aſſembly of immortals, receive a 
publick acknowledgment, and a ſuitable 
reward from him. If any thing can pre- 
vail upon us to be generous, it muſt ſure- 
ly be this conſideration ; when our gene- 
roſity indeed, by the mercy of our God, 
| ſhall benefit ourſelves more than others; 
and what we this way expend, ſhall be 
ſecurely. repoſed i in heaven; and at the 
great: day of accounts and retribution, re- 
turned to the donor with infinite advan- 
tage. The more bountifully we have Jown, Ty 
the more bountifully then ſhall we reap « {a) 
For God is not unrighteous to forget your 
drk and labour of love, [G but will ſurely 
record your alms, like thoſe of Cornelius, 
e, in the book of his everlaſting remem- 


brance; and in due ſeaſon, if ye faint not, fd 
will moſt abundantly recompence you out 


of his immenſe beatitudes. 


ben Cer. ix. & - (4) Heb: vi. x. 
ſc⸗ Acts, x. 4. (4) Gal. vi. 9. 
5 PROMISES 
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PromIsEs of temporal bleſſings there 
are many in ſcripture annexed to this duty; 
which, no doubt are, and by the holy ſpirit 

of God, were deſigned to be, encourage- 
ments to the practice of it. I might there- 
fore remind you, that to be charitable to 
the poor, is a probable means to derive 
ſuceeſs upon your endeavours, and to ob- 
tain an augmentation. of your ſtore ; that 
there is that ſcattereth, and yet encreaſeth ; 
that the liberal ſoul ſhall be made fat ; and 

that he that watereth ſhall be watered alſo 
| himſelf: {a} But as promiſes of an eternal 
nature, muſt in all reaſon be judged to be 
of greater worth, in the eſtimation of a 
being that is to exiſt for ever; I chooſe. 
rather to obſerve to you as chriſtians, that 
can look forward for your remuneration in 

_ another ſlate, that if after your power ye 
ſhew mercy to the poor, ye ſhall aſſuredly 
lay up for your future enjoyment, @ trea- 
ure i in heaven. I might, with the ſtricteſt 

truth, aſſure you; that there is nothing 
will more effectually recommend you to 
(/., Prov, xi. 24, 23. 

eg the 


the efteem * mankind, than A compaſſionate 
| heart, and a liberal hand; but what, is 


this conſideration compared with the favour 


of the Lord of the univerſe; and with 


that high advancement, Which they will - 


ſurely. procure you in his kingdom of 
glory! Where the Judge of all the earth, 
ſhall publickly recount your virtues and 


proclaim your reward, with an inaſmuch 
| as ye have viſited the hich, or contributed 


towards their relief, ye have done it unto 
me; and therefore come unto me ye ble Med of 


my F ather, 


To conclude, ye ſee what A charitable 


occaſion is now preſented to you, and ſome 
inducements I have laid before you to pre- 
vail with you, to embrace it: Let every 


7 man then be diſpoſed in his heart, as God 
has enabled him! that be that hath re- 


cerved plenteouſly may groe plenteouſly, and 


be that hath but received little, may never- 
theleſs do bis diligence gladly to give of that 


little : Ye rich ! remember that you cannot 
do og much for your fouls ; and for your 


_ fouls 
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ſouls it is that you do it: and ye poor! re- 


collect for your comfort, that a portion, 
not exceeding the widow's mite, if it is 


all your circumſtances allow, will be as ac- 
ceptable to the Deity as the greateſt abun- 
dance. The church officers will now 


wait upon you to collect your ſeveral con- 
tributions; and I pray God ! they may be 
| ſuch as may redound to the honor of this 


place —draw down proſperity and bleſſings 
upon it from above, — and be a bleſſing 
to you to eternal ages. 


Now to God the Father, Ge. 
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"SERMON XII. 


Lokk xxiii. 28. 


A urrr vor FR ME, BUT WEEP 
FOR YOURSELVES, | AND FOR YOUR 


CHILDREN. 


TY * E Roman governor, kaving « con- 


guilt, but through fear and the im- 


portunity of an incenſed people; in pur- 
ſuance of his ſentence delivers him into 
their hands; which they were ſure to ſee 
executed with all the circumſtances of hor- 
ror and cruelty their malice could ſuggeſt. 
They load his ſhoulders with the croſs 
which was to be the inſtrument of his 


death, 


demned as the vileſt of malefaftors, 
the Redeemer of mankind, not from any 
proof of the accuſations alledged againſt | 
him, nor from his own conviction of his 


; 
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death, and lead him away to crucify him 
upon it; and were attended with a nu- 
merous concourſe of people, whom ſuch 
an extraordinary occaſion had drawn to- 
gether. Some in all probability, prompted 
with rage and indignation, purſuing and 
perſecuting him with deriſion and reproach, 
to deſtroy the compoſure of his mind, and 
to enhance his ſufferings :—ſome, out of 
curigſity, to obſerve what would be the 
end of one, who boaſted ſuch high pre- 
. tenſions to the favour of God ;—and ſome, | 
70 though perhaps the ſmalleſt nu ber, by 
pity for his aſſlictions, by . 
bs perſon. _ Theſe laſt bewailed and a 
mented the hardſhips and indignities he 
endured, as well as that fad event; which 
no doubt they heartily wiſhed, and only 
f wanted the power, to prevent: they ſee | 
him ſuffering and going to ſuffer, beyond 
other men; who, in their opinion, had 
not deſerved to ſuffer at all: and as they 
had not right notions of the deſign of his 
paſſion, nor of his after reſurrection; they 
were overwhelmed with grief at the ap- 
 prehenſion? 
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prehenfions of loſing for ever their beſt _ 
friend, from whom they had been taught 
to expect the moſt uncommon bleflings. 
Bor he with his uſual tenderneſs and 
regard, adviſes them to abate their con- 1 

cern for him, and to be more concerned : 4 

| 260 themſclves—weep not for me, but weep 1 5 : 

For yourſelves, and for your children: inti- — 

mating that if they knew and rightly con- 
ſidered every thing, the ſorrow they were 

ſo kind to ſhow upon his account, would 

be more properly expreſſed upon their own: 

that, whatever his perſecutors intended, 
he was going the way which Providence 5 

had pre- ordained; and was in thoſe very 
inſtances which were ſo ſhocking to them, 

| obediently fulfilling the will of his father, 
which he came from heaven purpoſely todo:{a) = 

| that thoſe ſufferings which they inflict- 

| ed, were the ſteps. by which his human 
nature was to riſe to its future bleſſedneſs; 
and that, that death to which they were 
compelling him, would open the gate to 

its bliſs and exaltation. But that his 

kind and compaſſionate followers, by their 


oo 
” 7. 
: 3 ty 
+4 
5 22 


(a] John, vi. 38. | : 7 | e | 


226 SERMON XII. 


1 continuance in life, would be ex- 
poſed to many and ſore evils, which he in 


a very ſhort time ſhould be placed beyond 


the reach of: and that whilſt they would 


be left to ſtruggle with future difficulties 
and dangers, he ſhould be ſeated in regal 
dignity and glory, at the right hand of his 


heavenly Father: and therefore ſays he, 


4eep not for me, but weep for ee ans 7 


for your children. 


As the ſufferings of our bleſled Saviour 
were indeed peculiar, ſo were that honor 
and felicity with which they were recom- 
penſed : but this peculiarity conſiſts not 
in Find, but in degree only; ſince every 
good chriſtian is promiſed, and will finally 
Have conferred upon him a ſuitable portion 


e heaven for his 


of them: there is the ſan 


admiſſion, and the ſame joys for his par- 


ticipation — the ſame God to look with 


complacency on him, and the ſame glory 
for ever to ſurround him: and though one 
good man, may differ from another; and 


every man be vaſtly different and inferior 


to him who is #he King of glory; yet all 


ſhall ; in ſome meaſure partake of his re- 
ward. 


| tat 


Ca 


art 


for 


| wh 


Fr RAO Oc 7 OR OO EP TIEN 


SERMON XI. 227 


ward. And from his goſpel, may ſuch 
at the hour of death, collect the ſame 


comfortable aſſurance he once gave to his 
fellow-ſufferer upon the croſs ; — 70 day 


ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe : That as 


ſoon as they | ceaſe to be here, they ſhall 


| begin to be with God; and ſhall exchange 
their earthly habitation, for one that is 
| eternal in the heavens. 


A CONSIDERATION this, which will 


3 yield to the mind an unſpeakable conſola- 


tion under thoſe afflictions, which are ge- 


| nerally the moſt grievous and inſupporta- 


ble, occaſioned by the loſs of our relati- 


ons and friends. For if from a review of 


their life and converſation, we can enter- 


| tain a rational hope that they are departed 
in peace and favour with God, whatever 
| cauſe we may have to:grieve upon our own 


accounts, we ſhall ſee abundant reaſon to 


mitigate our grief for them. 


Glvx me leave therefore further to en- 
force this conſideration, as the beſt means 
to aſſuage or prevent an exceſſive ſorrow, 
VIE: may take its riſe from any ſuch 


Q 2 er 


4 
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Weep not r ne, ſays our Saviour, to 


tis compaſſionate followers, but weep for. 


yourſelves and for your children : by which, 


we cannot underſtand, that he meant ei- 


ther at once, totally to ſuppreſs that ten- 


der paſſion, which ſhewed itſelf in them, 
or to blame them for it; ſince it was no 


more than a natural indication of that af- 


fection for him, which it had been his 
principal buſineſs to raiſe and cultivate. 
To ſee a perſon, though a franger, in 
great, and much more in wndeſerved dil- 
treſs, would move compaſſion in every 
breaſt, that is not deſtitute of all huma- 
' nity: but to ſee an acquaintance, a we. 
lation, or a friend in the ſame condition, 
one who ſtood very high in our opinion 
and eſteem, would excite within us every 
emotion of tenderneſs and pity. And no 
wonder then, that the diſciples of the 
holy Jeſus, who believed him to be per- 
© fedtly innocent, and knew him to be u- 


werſally benevolent ; who experienced largc- 


ly his goodneſs to hem, and obſerved him 
extending it liberally to all men ; ſhould 
melt into tears at the fight of the barba- 
' rous uſage he met with ; and when his 


behaviov! 
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behaviour too had merited quite a contrary 
treatment. At ſuch a ſcene to have re- 
mained unmoved would have argued great 
inſenſibility of heart, or want of ſincerity 


in their pofeſſions of love to their maſter ; 


and would have been juſtly reproveable by 
him, who might reaſonably expect every 
teſtimony of affection from them. What 
therefore he means is, that though there 
might be ſomething in bis caſe, that de- 
ſerved commiſeration, there was much 
more in their u; and in time they would 
| find, that they had greater cauſe to weep | 
| for themſelves, than they had then for him. 
And fo likewiſe when the king of terrors, 
| makes his dread approaches, towards any 
of thoſe we hold moſt dear; when he % 
| ſolves a tie which nothing elſe could weak- | 
no depriving us of the partner of our 
happineſs, or of a moſt uſeful and inti- 
mate friend: ſhall we be forbid in ſuch a 
48 

| caſe to grieve ? This would be to put us 
| to exquiſite pain, and command us not to 
feel it to tell us to exchange the ſoftneſs 
of humanity, for the inſenfibility of a brute. 
The moſt valuable 5 bleſings of life might 


. well 


. 
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well be thought no bleſſings at all, if 
| we could reſign and part with them with- 
out any uneaſineſs. e 
But whilſt our nature remains as it is, 
take from us what we eſteemed a good, 
and we muſt naturally grieve in Proportion 
4 as we rated its worth. The more any 
thing or perſon was endeared to us, the 
more ſhall we lament its loſs : the death 
of a diſtant relation will affect us, but that 
of a near one in a greater degree. And 
every remembrance of thoſe we loved, will 
In ſome meaſure renew our pain, accord- 
ing as they have been more or leſs inſtru- 
mental, to our pleaſure or our intereſt. 
Bur whilſt we indulge a tear as a jul 
1 tribute to the memory of our dear relations 
ib . friends, and call to mind what they 
1 Ne, were in themſelves, and what they were 2: 
us; let us not forget what they may be 
note; and to ſolace our forrows with re- 
flexions upon their preſent condition —!t is 
—M peculiar happineſs of the religion we 


„„ * to furniſh its votaries with the 
5 mmaoſt comfortable ſupports, under every 


diſpenſation of the Providence of God 
Ee + and 


* 
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and even under that of the death of our 


friends, which generally appears one of 


the hardeſt, though as men we may have 


cuauſe to grieve, as chriſtians from the 
promiſes of our religion, we may find ſuf- 


ficient reaſon to be comforted, if not to 


rejoice. That revelation, which is our 
guide through this world, and on the behef 
of which our happineſs i in another is found- 


ed, opens to the eye of our faith, a ſtate 
of infinite beatitude, into the enjoyment 


of which, righteous ſouls upon their diſ- 


ſolution from the body are immediately 0 
admitted. 


Turin breathleſs corpſe 1s depoſited in 


the grave, till at he voice of the arch- 


angel and the trump of God, it ſhall put 


| on incorruption, and riſe from the duſt to 
a glorious immortality ; but their ſpirit, 
that immaterial never dying ſubſtance, no 


ſooner is loſed from the fetters of its earth- 


by tabernacle, than it wings its flight to 
him who gave it. It leaves all its pains 
and forrows together with the body ; and 

| aſſociates: with the holy Angels, to whom 


it is like—in glory— n honor—and end- 
| 5 | leſs 
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lefs bliſs. —And if we can ſubmit with 
.tolerable tranquillity and eaſe, to a ſepa- 


ration from a perſon we ever ſo much va- 
lue, when there is a reaſonable proſpect 


of improvement in either his health, or 
his fortune. Surely thoſe infinite advan- 
tages unto the fruition of which, we have 
| reaſon to believe death has introduced our 
deceaſed friends, are not only ſufficient to 
_ reconcile our minds to their abſence ; but 
When we ſeriouſly turn our thoughts to 
the contemplation of them, for their ſakes 
to make a ſecret Joy ſpring 50 in our 
breaſts. 


Coul heaven be laid open to our view, 


and could we take a ſurvey of the felicity 
of the ſaints; we ſhould be ſo far from 
pitying their ſtate, that we ſhould ardent- 


ly wiſh to partake with them in it: and 


though like St. Paul we might obſerve in 
regard to thoſe that ſurvive us; t abide in 
the fleſh is more needful for you; yet ſuch a 
viſion would enkindle in us the ſame de- 


fire to depart and to be with Chriſ, ſaq which 


we could not but allow to be far better 


Fenn e et. 
. for 


for ourſelves. Or were thoſe happy fouls, 


which have taſted the celeſtial beatitude, 
permitted to reviſit their earthly friends; 
and to be ſpectators of that exceſſive ſor- 


row, which upon their account they often 


ſuſtain; well might they ſay, weep not 


for me, but weep for yourſelves : yours is 


the miſery, ours is the bliſs ; and whilſt 
you are in a ſtate ſubject to evils number- 


leſs, we have 2 Fulneſs 727 Jo at God's TIO 
hand for ever. 


Axp upon this conſideration it is, that 55 


5 our office for the burial of the dead is 
principally formed, not to benefit the de- 


ceaſed, but to comfort thoſe that ſurvive: 

and therefore it is, that we are there tre- 
minded, Bleſſed are the dead which die in 
the Lord: — that we are taught to give 


hearty thanks to Almighty God, for his 
deliverance of ſuch, ou? of the m ſeries of 
this finful world: that we are exhorted 
not to be ſorry, as men without hope, for 
. them that ſleep in him; ;—and even to pray 
that God would be pleaſed ſhortly to ac- | 
compliſh the number of his elect, and to 
| haſten his kingdom, that we, with all 
thoſe, that are departed i in the true faith 


of 
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of his holy name, may have our perfect 
nun and blik i in 24 and . ” 


Anp of what aſe this conſideration may 
be at this ſeaſon, when every heart muſt 
feel a ſorrow for the lofs of that amiable 

lady, whom death has fo immaturely 
deprived us of, your own experience will 
beſt determine. For whatever cauſe we 
may have to weep for ourſelves, I muſt be- 
lieve, there is none to weep For her; but 
that thoſe virtues which ſhone forth in 
her life, and ſo powerfully recommended 
her to the Mection of mankind, will like- 

wiſe recommend her to the: favour of God, 
and to an incorruptible inheritance amongſt 
his ſaints. Seated in dignity and in the 


midſt of a very great aſtuence, ſhe was 2 
ſtranger to thoſe dangerous practices, unto 
which ſuch diſtinctions prove ſtrong in- 
| ducements and generally lead; and though | 
ſhe lived in a remarkably vicious and luxu- 
rious age, her good underſtanding ren- 
dered her ſuperiar to the influence, and ji- 
cure from the taint, of bad example :— 
wiſely the rather fought for happineſs in 
5 5 rational 
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rational and innocent converſation and 
amuſements; and both found and com- 
municated more real felicity in the pleaſing 

occurrences of domeſtick life, than in all 
the noiſe and pomp of a gay and giddy world. 
A ſenſe of the importance of religion, her 
behaviour in this place may evince the. 


ſelf barely with an external exerciſe of re- 
ligious offices (with which a great part 
of mankind ſeem very well ſatisfied) but 
with nothing leſs, than the acqu; ifition of 
thoſe chriſtian graces, which are the de- 
u and end of all religion ;—ſuch as Hun- 
lity, charity, benevolence, and a moſt endear- 
ing ſiweetneſt of temper : — and how much 
the excelled in all theſe, her acquaintance 
the poor—and all who knew her, are 
juſt enough to her memory to be ready to 
. proclaim. She ſeemed indeed to poſſeſs 
every virtue to render herſelf happy, as 
well as thoſe about her: and though upon 
this conſideration her loſs is the more ſen- 
fibly felt, her preſent bleſſedneſs is the 
{eſs to be doubted. — Had it pleaſed the 
Divine Providence to have granted. her a 
longer 


entertained ; but ſhe did not content her- 
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longer ,continuance among ſt us; ſhe would 
have been rightly eſteemed one of thoſe 
inſtruments, which it raiſes up and pre- 
ſerves in order to bleſs mankind. And 
indeed if life can be really defirable, it 
muſt be by ſuch, as are ſituated, as ſhe 
was, in it : for ſhe had not only every in- 
gredient of terreſtrial felicity beſtowed 

upon her, but was endued with ſuch a 


© diſpoſition, as was get adapted for the true 
enjoyment and improvement of it,—But 


that gracious Being to whoſe goodneſs ſhe 


owed all this, had a much larger 81/5 for 


her in ſtore, unto the fruition of which 


he has thus early called her; and has very 


feelingly convinced us, that no age, nor 
endowments are any ſecurity againſt” the 
| ſtroke of death. — Let us therefore whilſt 
we pay all due reſpect to her memory, 


endeavour to imitate her virtues! And if 
any uneaſineſs ariſe in our breaſts from the 


conſideration of the loſs we ſuſtain; let us 
not forget, that the greater our to 955 the 
greater in all probability is her gain. 

Trey who were moſt nearly connected 


to her — her acquaintance — her dome!- 
"ticks 


6 
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ticks — and the poor — have particular 
cauſe to grieve; as they are deprived of 


an affectionate relation, an agreeable com- 
| panion, an indulgent and kind miſtreſs, 


and a generous benefactor ;—but then not 
upon her account, but upon their own. 
And let them and all 'of us learn to bleſs 
God's holy name, as well for Ber, as for 
all ther his ſervants departed this life in 


his faith and fear: beſeeching him to give us 
grace ſo to follow their good examples, that 


we, with them may be partakers of his hea- 
venly kingdom. Grant this, O Father, for 


 Feſus Chriſt's ſake, our only mediator and 
advocate. To whom together with the 

holy Spirit be all honour and ley now 
and for ever. 


Qvis defiderio fit poder. aut modus 


tam chari capitis : ? 


— Cu1 pudor, et juſtitiz fave | in- 


corrupt fides, nudaque veritas, quando 
ullam invenient parem? 


Morris illa flebilis occidit : nulli fle- 


bilior, quam 


— ED levius fit patientia quicquid 
corrigere eſt nefas. 
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